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Some relationships 
are built to last. 

At Mercedes we put our cars together slowly 
so they stay together longer. 

Uncompromising build, quality and technical 
innovation result in a smoothness of ride, precise 
handling and a longevity that is unsurpassed. 

There are models to suit every individual need. 

So why not telephone us on the number below and 
book a test drive today? 

It could be the start of a lasting relationship 
with your car and with us. 



Mercedes-Benz 
Engineered like no other car. 

HL GORNER 

Limited 



Milner Street, Warrington WA5 1AD. Tel: 01925 570057 
Wigan Road, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Wigan WN4 8LY. Tel: 01942 717373 
Old Road, Clapham, Via Lancaster LA2 8JG.Tel: 015242 51000 
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Gordon Hargreaves 
Chairman BWFC 



Bolton’s President Nat Lofthouse OBE, 

Chairman, Gordon Hargreaves and the then Mayor 
of Bolton, Councillor Alan Rushton start the digging 
at the Middlebrook site, in November 1995. 


A t 1.30 pm on Saturday January 10th 1998 Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott unveiled a plaque to officially open The Reebok Stadium. 

It was the final action in an eleven year journey which has taken Bolton 
Wanderers out of its traditional Burnden Park home and into the 
most modern, up-to-date and expensive new stadium in Britain. 
During those eleven years the whole face of the football club has change^ 
beyond recognition. In 1987 we were starting our first ever season i| 
the fourth division of the Football League. It was the culminatioi 
seven years of declining fortune but Robbie Savage’s goal 22 minul 
from the end of our final game of the season at Wrexham ensure' 
was a one season experience and one we hoapnauer tc^ee repeati 
Today, just short of eleven years later, the clutjfiiys its^|p among 
elite of English soccer in the best League 
finest new stadium in the country and wi 
The need for us to make the journey to Th 
apparent when, following the final rep< 
independent surveys confirmed that it wa: 
at Burnden Park on a satisfactory operatl 
achieve our aims for the club and its suppoi 
a new home. Following up on professional a 
conclusion that the 200 acre site at Lostock 
location out of 14 sites which were examined. 

Work on the stadium eventually got underway in Noveml 

the first turf was cut by the then Mayor of Bolton, ^yncillor 
Rushton and Wanderers’ President Nat Lofthouse OBE. 


Since that day we have suffered heartbreak and triumph both on and off 
the pitch, but by teamwork and co-operation between all parties 
involved during those eleven years, we have made a successful 
transition. It has been a massive project. I would imagine most of us 
have experienced a domestic house move and all the upheaval that 
entails. Multiply that a thousand-fold and you begin to get some idea 
of the scede of the move from Burnden to the Reebok. But the 
substantiaLh^aeftts to the local community far outweighed the 
adaches. ttv^N&ooo new jobs have been created at the 
MiddlebroolpDevpiopm^t, adjoining the Reebok Stadium. Similarly, 
our stadium^inciprbRo^e^associated leisure and sports facilities, 





of the century will provide 
ortuniti^as well as the very best 
alike. 

m site has been improved out 


which will be ch 
many more new 
for spectators ari 

The public road network 
of all recognition. 

Within the pages of this book iscorffenWl theStajy of how a vision was 
turned into a reality. It is also the story^>f 4 uWsport, business and 
government can work together in harmony for the benefit of the 
community as a whole. 

I hope you enjoy reading it. 


Gordon, 



ep, Chairman, BWFC 
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Manor Carpets Retail is a family-run firm of 
floorcovering specialists, established in 1951 
and trading from our extensive warehouse. 

We are suppliers of all types of carpets and 
floorcoverings for both commercial and 
domestic use, stocking all the major brands of 
carpets and vinyls. 

Manor Carpets Retail offers the complete 
service. Having made their selection from a 
wide range, the customer can be assured of 
expert fitting, by professionals, of their choice 
of underlay floorcovering. 

So for all your commercial and domestic 
carpets and vinyls call Manor Carpets for an 
unbeatable quote!! 


FLOOR COVERING SPECIALISTS 


MANOR CARPETS 

RETAIL 

Member of the Bolton Chamber of Commerce 

DOMESTIC & CONTRACT SERVICE 

MANOR CARPETS 

THE ORIGINAL BOLTON CARPET STORE Established since 1951 
WE STILL GIVE THE BEST SERVICE IN THE NORTH WEST 
&zll i*t and fried, ufc <i hzricpzut! 

AXMINSTERS • TWISTS • WILTONS • TUFTEDS • BERBERS* VINYLS* RUGS & MATS 
ALL IN STOCK - IMMEDIATE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


ATLAS MILL, BENTINCK STREET, BOLTON. 

TEL: 01204 
844657/848787 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FREE CAR PARKING 


WE ARE HERE | 


MORNING TON RO 



BEST WISHES TO THE WANDERERS 


John Parkinson-Jones FBIPP 


PHOTOGRAPHER FOR THE NEW REEBOK STADIUM 


Premier League photography for a Premier League team 


Commerce House. 59 Bndgeman Place. Bolton BL2 1DW. Telephone: ( 01204) 373658 
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5 Bexhill Drive, Leigh, Lancs 
Tel & Fax: 01942 525330 Mob 


ALL YOUR FLOORING 

Vinyl Sheet, Vinyl Tiles, 

Parquet Flooring, Sanding 8c Sealing etc. 
Local Authority Approved 
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With best wishes to Bolton Wanderers, our Premier Team 
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from Bolton’s Premier Store 


WHITAKERS 

79-87 Deansgate Bolton (01204)521111 


"FOOTI3A 

FULL RANGE 

OF 

EXCLUSIVELY 
DESIGNED 
GREETINGS 
CARDS NOW 
AVAILABLE 


Whatever the occasion, 
celebrate with one of our 
greetings cards 
available now from 
The Club Shops. 



LL FAMILIES" 


T depbonc: 01204 411102 

FOOTBALL FAMILIES IS THE REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF CREATIVE CARDS COPYRIGHT O 1997 


Reebok Stadium 


Specialists in Sports Pitch 
Construction And Renovation 




Ormskirk) Ltd 


Firtree Nurseries, Firswood Road 
Skelmersdale, Lancs. WN8 8UZ 
Tel: 01695 723414 Fax: 01695 724514 bAU 


From Industrial Revolution to... 



Technological Revolution 


Since 1834 RichardThrelfall have supplied 
the industries of Bolton and beyond. From Cromptons 
Spinning Mule to today s advanced 
technology, we have produced high 
quality, innovative products 
and components. 

Today we arc world leaders in valves and 
silicone technology. 


RICHARD THRELFALL GROUP LIMITED, BOLTON Tel. 01204 527431 









































































The Challenge, 


Leaving Burnden Park 

Graham Ball, F.R.I.C.S. 
Project Director BWFC 



B olton Wanderers Football Club has been an important part of the local 
community for over 100 years, and the history and achievements of 
the Football Club have been acknowledged nationally, during this 
period whilst the Wanderers played at Burnden Park, Bolton. 
Unfortunately, time would not stand still for the Club nor the local 
community and, in reality, Burnden Park was decaying whilst 
unfortunately at the same time, a large proportion of the Club’s fans 
were becoming part of the local unemployment situation. 

Although discussions regarding relocation took place as early as 1986, 
more serious discussions began in the early 1990’s. The Football Club 
and Bolton Council decided to try and harness the power of both 
bodies to improve the overall local situation. The Club was anxious to 
rebuild the decaying stadium by way of providing a facility for their 
fans that could be the best in Europe for its size. Large tracts of 
industrial land that had been available and unused for generations, 
started to look very promising. 

The requirements of the Council were for a stadium that was an 
architectural statement, and also incorporated extensive community 
facilities and benefits on non-football occasions. The requirements of 
the Football Club were for a stadium that offered new horizons in 


spectator safety and comforts, but which would equally serve the 
community for the other 340 days per year, to subsidise in part the 
costs of the stadium but, additionally, for the stadium to be the centre 
of community sporting opportunities which would be created in the 
adjoining and surrounding areas. 

The continuing endeavours of the Football Club and the Council, along 
with the Partner chosen by the Council to develop the non¬ 
football/sports areas, have resulted in the attractive development, 
known as Middlebrook, Florwich, Bolton. Middlebrook occupies 
some 200 acres, adjoining the former run-down areas, and 
convenient for the nearby motorway system. Infrastructure for the 
site has been completed, at a cost of some £14111, which includes 
improvements to Junction 6/M61 motorway, and six other local off¬ 
site road junctions, as well as starter industrial units for employment 
and landscaping proposals. 

In supporting the Middlebrook Project, the Football Club has taken the 
lead in the creation of a pedestrian footbridge, over a busy access 
road, and is obtaining anticipated assistance from football sources 
towards the construction of a new Rail Halt on the adjoining main line. 

An indoor/outdoor Tennis Centre, to be run on a community basis as 
opposed to membership usage, is to be constructed, along with a 
full size running track and quality football pitch for the Council’s 
schoolboy town team, etc. Further planned intentions are for a full 
Football and Sports Academy on adjoining lands, extending to over 
100 acres of greenfield facilities on a regional user basis. 

Importantly, during the official opening ceremony of the Reebok 
Stadium (10th January 1998) it was announced that 2,850 new 
jobs had already been created at Middlebrook and forecast that 
overall 4,000 new jobs should be created by the year 2000. 

The Stadium 

The Club decided to maximise spectator comfort and community benefits, 
concentrating on quality rather than quantity of spectator seats. 

Many other stadia were studied, both in the UK and in Europe, in order 
to seek out the best in design for the new Stadium, which would 


meet the latest FIFA and UEFA requirements. Over 2,750 car parking 
spaces have been incorporated with the design, suitably segregated 
between home and visiting supporters. 

Wider than normal terrace units give unrivalled comfort and leg room for 
25,000 spectators, accommodated in the lower and upper tiers. The 
sweeping curves of the upper tier means no one is ever seated more 
than 90 metres from the centre of the field. Each of the 8 spectator 
concourses has two concession units selling a variety of foods, all 
able to be consumed in view of one of the play-back TV screens in 
operation all around the Stadium. Spectator comfort, multi-usage, 
and quality of finishes are the key to the Stadium’s success. 

Arriving at the Stadium, a double height Reception Foyer gives the instant 
feel of a Five Star Hotel. Two lifts, finished in polished walnut, take 
guests up to the first, second and third floors, where various 
corporate executive areas cater for up to 2,050 people on match 
days. The design and finishes within all the various corporate facilities 
are like no other stadium, certainly in Europe, and most probably the 
world. The Stadium boasts 46 executive box suites, available on 
non-match days for business use. Two function suites, one holding 
400 and the other holding 600, give Bolton one of the North West’s 
premier business conference facilities. 

Community commitments are further provided by an Exhibition Hall, 
some 35,000 sq. ft. in size, in the main East Stand structure. This Hall 
can be used for exhibitions, concerts, conferences and banquets, 
and doubles up as a community sports hall. 

Perfection does not come cheaply, but the overall cost of £351x1. (£1,250 
per seat approx.) offers good value to the fans and the community 
for the next 100 years. 

Burnden Park has served us all well. It will remain a golden memory for 
myself and many thousands of people in Bolton and throughout the 
country. Sadly it could not keep up with the club’s ambitions. Burnden 
Park will remain forever linked with Bolton Wanderers’ rich history, 
but the Reebok will allow us to take part in a new century of football 
in magnificent surroundings. 


B.W.F.C has been an important part of the local community for over 100 years 


Reebok Stadium 








Richard Norton, 
Groundsman, BWFC 




Levelling work under progress. 


The £400,000 investment in underground heating has already disappeared from view. 


T he modern football stadium with its high stands and enclosed 
space presents an alien environment for the cultivation and 
management of the humble grass plant. Today’s football pitch is no 
longer a bit of green turf in summer and brown mud in winter, the 
demands of the game and TV coverage have led to a comprehensive 
re-evaluation of surface quality and consequently construction 
methods and subsequent management techniques. 

Bolton Wanderers recognised at an early stage that the playing surface 
for the new Stadium would be a vital component in the 
development. Some ofthe best brains in modern sports turf culture 
were consulted during the design period. Pitch design was led by 
Professional Sportsturf Design (PSD) and complemented by 
J. Mallinson (Ormskirk) Ltd, the Sportsground contractors and the 
Sportsturf Research Institute (STRI). 


•Laser installed levels. 

•Engineered Sand, Soil rootzone growing medium, of uniform 
composition 

•Automatic sprinkler system - vital to ensure maximum growth 
potential during the important summer months. 

•Uniform substructure incorporating piped drainage 
system 

•Hot water undersoil heating system 

•Latest grass cultivars including Barcampsia a tufted 
hair-grass with improved tolerance of shade 
conditions. 

•Rootzone stabilisation with the incorporation of 
‘polythene’ filaments (via fibresand) into the upper 
rootzone element. 



Blake makes the most ofthe new surface. 
Photograph Bolton Evening News. 
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The Reebok pitch embraces these modern methods, in effect the playing 
surface is a combination of soil science, engineering, botany, 
horticulture and groundmanship. Good turfgrass is influenced by 
two major factors - climate and soil, the latter can be controlled via 
construction and groundmanship, but unfortunately, the British 
climate is not so easily restrained. 

Bolton’s new pitch comprises the following features, which are typical 
in today’s constructions. 

After the official sod cutting ceremony in November, 1995 the initial 
enablement works contract started in earnest in January, 1996. 
Following this, the Pitch Contractor J. Mallinson (Ormskirk) Ltd 
established his construction team on site in February and 
commenced operations by installing the drainage system. 

Work continued on a steady basis apart from a couple of difficulties 
with adverse weather and problems with sourcing the temporary 
water and power supplies for the irrigation system. It now seems a 
long time ago that the pitch took shape in the midst of rough 
marshy ground at the end of Green Pine Road in Florwich. 

Sowing down took place on schedule at the end of May, 1996 rapidly 
followed by the erection of a perimeter fence to keep out unwanted 
guests. Although on a couple of occasions some more determined 
visitors were able to scale the fence and leave initials of competitor 
clubs as evidence of their visit. 

Establishment of the new grass was steady rather than spectacular and 
continued as the magnificent new Stadium was constructed around 
the outside. 

Odd headaches arose from time to time because of fungal disease 
(young grass is particularly susceptible to attack) which could not 
be treated immediately because of access restraints caused by 
huge cranes erecting the structural steelwork and the like. 



Early groundwork in Winter 1995. 


In the weeks running up to the first game, myself and the football club 
became actively involved in the day to day regime. Work was then 
concentrated on finalising the permanent irrigation set up, 
maximising the grass growth and root development, repairing 
incursions from the Stadium builders and installing the goalposts. 

The pitch has now been used for a number of games and training 
sessions and received favourable comments from the playing staff. 
The intention was to build a firm, smooth and fast playing surface 
and to date the performance seems to match the intention. 

The only cloud on the horizon remains the inevitable winter shade 
pattern at the pitch surface, which as expected does affect the 
southern end of the ground. Flowever, work will continue with 
experimentation using different grass cultivars and hopefully we 
will one day develop a grass plant that will tolerate having its head 
kicked off in the dark. 




The first step on a £35 million journey. 


A temporary fence around the pitch. 
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Cornice, Ceiling Centres, Archways, Panel Mouldings, etc 

215 Church Street, Westhoughton, Bolton. 

Tel: 01942 813941 Fax 01942 840091 


options@freeway.eo.uk 


KEN WALLACE CAR SALES 'l 


Are pleased to be associated with Bolton Wanderers and the 

Rccbok Stadium 


NEW AND USED CAR SALES 

Oak Service Station,Worsley Road, Farnworth, Bolton. 

© 01204 573506 

___ J 
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Whatever 
the sport 

The 

Profess io nals 
Choose 

00 

PLEISURE LOCKERS 

INTERLOCKING STYLE & SECURITY 

Hillside, Unit 8, Halliwell Mill 
Bertha Street, Bolton. BL1 8AII 
Tel: 01204 373727 
Fax: 01204 373728 



GsG 

FABRICATORS 

GENERAL SHEETMETAL & FABRICATION SPECIALISTS 

SPECIALIST IN STAINLESS STEEL CLASS 1 & CLASS 2 
MICROBIOLOGICAL CABINETS 

FARNWORTH PARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
WELLINGTON ROAD, FARNWORTH. BL4 7BY 

S 01204 791769 FAX 01204 705551 


























































Des McBain 

__ Chief Executive, BWFC 

The Last Match at Burnden Park.. 



I t is 8.30 am on Friday 25th April 1997 the day of the last Football League 
match scheduled to be played on Burnden Park, the home of Bolton 
Wanderers for the past 102 years and for me for almost the last 20 of 
those years. 

All tickets for the capacity of 22,000 had been sold for many weeks. 
Appreciating the significance of the occasion, Charlton Athletic had 
waived their rights to their full allocation of tickets and only taken 
250 seats which had ensured that the Embankment was again being 
used by Bolton supporters, many of whom had made a special 
request to stand in the area they had spent so many emotional years 
watching their team. 

In less than 12 hours the whistle would blow for the kick off and 2 hours 
later the gates would finally close on an incredible piece of English 
footballing history as one of the founder members of the Football 
League closed its gates for the last time at the old stadium. 

For the last time a pre-match walk down the players tunnel onto the pitch 
to discuss with the Head Groundsman, Richard Norton, the state of 
the playing area which had given rise to so many concerns over the 
years as to its playability, a meeting with Maintenance Foreman, Roy 
Crompton, over the condition of the stadium which was now looking 
oh so tired and finally a discussion with the Safety Officer, Colin 
Sumner, on the safety and security aspects which are part and parcel 
of each match. 


Today, however, was not quite like any other match. It was unique. 

Many, many hours had been spent with the Local Authority and the Police 
discussing the final match in an attempt to ensure that everything 
went smoothly and that there were no problems or injuries. 

Only time would tell. 

The Board of Directors had discussed in detail how to commemorate the 
closure. It was originally to be extremely low key as it was a concern 
for Colin Todd that the players may be distracted by the occasion 
from the prime target of promotion. As the day had drawn nearer, the 
Club had reached its first goal of promotion and finally the 
Championship. 

The celebrations and reflections could now take place with no inhibitions. 
10 am and SKY TV technicians were by now in full swing preparing for 
the live screening of this historic event. 

The Administration Department and Ticket Office were still having to 
disappoint hundreds of supporters wishing to attend the game and 
not able to obtain tickets. 

By lunch time match day staff were arriving some five hours before 
necessary in order to soak up the atmosphere for the last time. 

4 pm and the first invited guests of the Club were assembling at two 
hotels in the town to partake of a pre match buffet before attending 
the game. There had been no way that the facilities at Burnden Park 
could have been improved without major financial outlay and 
certainly not for the number of ex-players and guests who wished to 
pay their respects to a fine “Old Lady”. 

6 pm and at last the turnstiles were open and supporters were able to 
either meet with the friends they had stood or sat next to for so many 
years or greet the players as they approached the players entrance 
for the last time. By 7 pm the Guests had arrived at the ground and 
the ex-Players of the past were ready to parade around the pitch led 
by the Club President, Nat Lofthouse. 

The Stadium was buzzing by 7.30 pm with virtually everyone inside 
soaking up the unique atmosphere. 

The Referee blew his whistle for kick off and the final match was under way. 

Although not yet able to relax, attention was now focused on the game. 

Charlton scored the first goal. Were they going to spoil the occasion. No 
way. A final result of Bolton Wanderers 4, Charlton Athletic 1, ensured 
that Burnden Park would go out with a bang. A fairy tale ending also 
for John McGinlay who scored the last ever goal at Burnden Park. 




A lap of honour following a 4-1 victory. Photographs Bolton Evening News. 


Immediately after the match the centre spot was ceremoniously removed 
by the Chairman followed by unforgettable scenes from an emotional 
22,000 crowd who were allowed to stay as long as they wished to 
pay their last respects. 

The referee’s whistle and linesmen’s flags were presented to the club after 
the match for the club’s museum. 

With the SKY TV technicians removing their cabling it looked as though 
the demolition of the famous old stadium had already begun. 

11.30 pm and it was now time for the staff and services to stand down on 
this special night. A few tears were mixed in with the waste paper on 
the terraces. 

One last look back down the tunnel as the floodlights were extinguished 
for the last time. 

It was the end of a special era. 

The rest is HISTORY. 
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MICHAELS LEATHERS 

EST1962 

For quality leather garments. Made in England from quality skins 



Congratulations to Bolton Wanderers on their 
fantastic new stadium. 

From Michaels Leathers - the longest established 
leather retailer in Bolton. 

100 s of styles to choose from. 
Ladies & gents jackets in stock. 
Made from English skins in our 
own factory direct to the public. 

Please come and look around without obligation. 
We offer a full alteration & repair service. 


Opening Hours: 
Monday to Saturday 
10am - 5pm 
Now Open Sundays 
12 Noon - 4pm 
All Cards Welcome 


232 Waterloo Street, 
Bolton BL1 8HU 
Tel: 01204 524846 




Luxury Quilted Nouvelle 


v 

Ar 

FORT JAMES ^ 


Mansell Way, Horwich, Bolton BL6 6JL. 


Frank Edwards 

& Sons Bolton Ltd 


Spares and Accessories 
Servicing & MOT’s 
Valves and Seats Cut 
Hydrolastic Blow Up 
Head Resurfacing 
Tool Hire 


ALL PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
FOR BRITISH, CONTINENTAL 
AND JAPANESE CARS. 


WHILE U WAIT 

Fuel & Brake Pipes, Ignition Leads, Speedo 
Cables, Sealed Prop Shaft Reconditioning. 
All Servicing & Repairs. 


BOTTLED GAS 
NUMBER PLATES 

- OPEN 7 DAYS - 

Mon. to Sat. 8.30 - 8pm.Sunday 10am - 8pm 


Nelson Mills, Gaskell Street, 
(Brownlow Way) Bolton 
TEL/FAX: 01204 526571 


Est 1945 - 3 Generations 


& Rccbok Stadium 
























the Future 

Nat Lofthouse O.B.E. 
President BWFC 


I t seems like only yesterday I walked into Burnden Park for the very 
first time as a keen young would - be professional footballer 
hoping to make the grade. 

I did not know then that I would go on to make 503 appearances; 
score 285 goals; win 33 England International caps scoring 30 
goals; and, become an O.B.E. Doesn’t time pass quickly? 

It was 1939 when I first fell in love with Bolton Wanderers and I was 14 
years old. I have been employed by Bolton Wanderers Football 
Club for nearly 60 years and loved every minute. But I never 
thought, in those early days we would ever leave Burnden Park 
especially the day I made my debut as a young 15 year old. 



Nat Lofthouse scores another goal for the “Trotters ” in the 1958 F.A. cup. 


Major changes started to come into the game starting in the early 
1970’s. When I first began my career the manager was also the 
secretary and rarely came onto the training fields even though he 
picked the team every week. It was someone else’s job to get the 
players fit. The 1970’s saw the profile of the football manager 
change from backroom staff to star status. Today’s football sees 
the managers often more valuable than the players! 

The 1970’s saw another major change quietly come into football. The 
ball itself. The modern plastic coated ball would stay the same 
consistently throughout the game irrespective of the weather. This 
benefit would have saved me many headaches in the 1940’s and 
1950’s when a mistimed header, at 4.35pm in mid November, with 
the lace coming undone, could cause stars, bells and a thumping 
headache all weekend. 

The new ball has quickened up the game and brought in more 
entertainment. I think it was in the 1950’s when I saw the Brazilian’s 
curve the ball around a defensive wall. They did not have our 
winters to contend with. Now our British players can match the 
continentals at most of the ball dribbling and shooting skills. 

The second major noticeable change has arrived in the last decade, 
the pitch. 

It was unbelievable to see the pitch being laid for the new Reebok 
Stadium in 1995, twelve months before they began to build the 
Stadium! I would pop up each week to watch lorryloads of gravel, 
stone and sand being laid and kept wondering when the soil and 
grass seed would arrive. Wrong again. The new pitches are laid on 
70% sand with only a small amount of soil. I am told that this 
allows the water to drain through very easily. I wish they had 
known that at the Baseball Ground, Derby in the 1960’s, I am sure 
my goal tally would have been much higher. 

When I first heard the news that we would be leaving Burnden Park, I 
must admit I was against the idea. But as I sat and thought about 
the changes I had seen in my time I slowly realised it would be the 
best option for Bolton Wanderers in the long run. 



Nat receives football’s greatest trophy, 
F.A.cup 1958. 


The Premier League has proved a great success and it is the only place 
for Bolton Wanderers. We could not have achieved a regular place 
in the Premier League at Burnden Park because now we need to 
compete with other teams with our off the field activities as well 
as try to win games on the field. 

At the new Reebok we have many hundreds of visitors looking around 
the place, many on guided tours and I am always pleased to pop 
out of my office to say hello when I can. The most popular question 
is ‘How would I like to be playing in today’s football’ my answer is 
always the same ‘definitely not’. I had a wonderful time during my 
career in the greatest era, in the greatest team, in the greatest 
town. It is now someone else’s turn, and my turn to sit and watch. 

The fact that I can watch my hometown Club in a beautifully cushioned 
seat in one of the finest Stadiums in the world makes me very 
proud. The past has been great, who’s to say the future will not be 
even better. 



















F or those of us at Birse Construction who were fortunate enough to 
be selected to work on the Reebok Stadium few could have realised 
the size and the magnitude of the task ahead. Of course the staff 
knew it would not be the same as any other project that they had 
known but their achievements come ist September 1997 were to 
be acknowledged by thousands of Wanderers fans. 

For in the twelve months prior to that momentous occasion, there was 
another team playing at the Reebok Stadium. That team was the 
construction team, which assembled like an elite premiership 
force,combined the subtle nuances of its own midfield tacticians, 
fluent silky skills of its wing players,the driving force at its helm and 
ultimately the dynamic ability and innovation to produce the goods 
when it counted. On its day this team of 35 assembled from all 
corners of the northwest and beyond, could be held in the same 
esteem as its famous predecessors at the Colisseum of Rome. 

The effect of working on such a project could be measured in terms of 
experience and curriculum vitae, however in being part of history 
in the making we all know what we have gained. 


Damien James Quantity Surveyor 
working for Birse Construction 
provides a month-by-month 
account from the building contractor’s 
view point. His recollections begin in 
September 96. 


Introduction 

Damien James, BSc(Hons), 
ARICS, Quantity Surveyor, 
Birse Construction. 


Early piling work begins. 



T he new season was already underway and with it Bolton Wanderers 
march to a triumphant First Division Championship. Burnden Park 
continued to house its faithful supporters during its Nationwide 
challenge. The last season for this famous football ground would not 
be forgotten by its replacement with the new Stadium at Horwich. 
On site progress was good, although hindered by the incessant raincloud 
that had descended and remained stationary over Middlebrook. 
This stage of the consruction concentrated on the formation of 
concrete bases on which to place the huge steel frame that was 
currently being fabricated by Watsons. For those who regard 
construction as being a source of adventure, it is this stage in the 
project that makes you grateful that the labourers and tradesmen 
do get the opportunity in the summer to enjoy some good weather. 
The conditions on site had not reached the low that they were to, but 
the status of the existing ground was deteriorating under the 
continuity of the rainfall. 

It was essential to maintain progress in line with our commitments and 
every effort was being made at this stage so as not to jeopardise our 
obligations. 


In a television interview, Bruce Rioch payed tribute to his former Board 
and extended the praise of them being the best board he had ever 
worked with. In a day and age where football could be measured 
in terms of economic growth and personal prosperity, compliments 
like these are few and far between when ex managers talk about 
their former employers. 

Having aspired to gaining a little bit of inside knowledge and with it an 
understanding that football can still evolve from its grass roots, I 
can understand the significance of Bruce Rioch’s statement. Many 
advocate that the construction industry houses an adversarial 
approach which ultimately leads to confrontation between the 
parties. For some and probably quite considerable in number (if 
you were to consider the money that the legal profession earns 
from construction industry disputes) the prospect of confrontation 
and egotistical exposure holds the key to their involvement in the 
construction industry. We as a construction team would never deny 
that our twelve months saw us engage in some unsavoury incidents 
on the field of play, which like the footballing analogy that I am 
drawing were no more than signs of petulance and an opportunity 
to flex muscles. 

All things considered, the key relationship on the project was that 
between Birse Construction and Bolton Wanderers Football Club, 
suffice to say, if there was anyone who doubted the credence of 
Bruce Rioch’s words, I can find at least 35 people who will be willing 
to make you reconsider. The involvement in such a project was 
enhanced by the willingness to openly engage in the activities of 
the construction team. The Bolton Wanderers team provided the 
touchline support that every team on the pitch requires to be a 
success. 

The achievement of constructing the Stadium in the allotted time span 
cannot be treated lightly, in an industry where most projects are 
judged by time, cost and quality, for one of the magnitude of The 
Reebok Stadium to achieve all three in fourteen months underlines 
the success of the construction team. 


Reebok Stadium 












In May 1996 the pitch had already been laid and was enclosed with 
palisade fencing. My first visit to the Stadium was with my dog late 
on a Tuesday evening that month and my intention was to 
photograph and encapsulate the current status of the then to be 
construction site. I think I managed to take two photographs before 
being asked by fully kitted Wanderers fans to take their picture in 
what they were guessing to be,the centre circle. Sure we weren’t 
supposed to be on the pitch but neither were the other twenty or 
so who were re-enacting a goalmouth incident. 

In June 1996 as the machines rolled onto the greenfield area of the site, 
the visits continued, some monthly, some weekly, but most daily. 
Of all the photographs published on the stadium I would wager 
that there are a few collectors items on the mantelpieces of Bolton. 

In those early months as the site was brought to formation, many 
visitors queried the necessity for a stream to run through the West 
Stand concourse, their return visits saw the stream move further 
and further out of the stadium, and with it more and more of the 
surrounding embankment. 

The summer months of July and August are notoriously good in the 
construction industry. The sun is out,well sometimes, (there was a 
point when it felt like it had rained solidly on Middlebrook), the 
days are long, and everyone gets a tan, (well not those of us who 
are stuck inside a tin hut with the sun beating down and not enough 
petty cash to buy a fan). 


All construction photographs by kind permission of Chris Tofalos. 


Sure we weren’t supposed to be on 
the pitch but neither were the other 
twenty or so who were re-enacting a 
goalmouth incident. 


Thankfully, Horwich has The Bromilow, which provided the welcome 
reward at the end of many an arduous day. Unfortunately my own 
business acumen had taken a holiday at this point, for if I could 
have bought shares in this pub in July 1996, by the time September 
1997 came, I would have been a wealthy man. The August that 
followed highlighted the pressure that was ahead. Progress was on 
schedule but what was left to achieve seemed many months and a 
lot of hard work away. 

There would be a good few in the team who could identify their 
receeding, greying hairline, their well bitten nails, their suitcases 
under their eyes, along with their ‘crows feet’ and their emerging 
pot bellies as being the result of the twelve months that lay ahead, 
(plus those who could blame their pot bellies on The Bromilow). 

The Writer 

In construction terms life can easily get viewed in projects completed 
rather than in the years in which they took place. For myself 1996 and 
1997 were ‘The Reebok Stadium’, with nearly two years of my life 
absorbed by the project. 

My role with this project was that of senior quantity surveyor. As one of a 
team of 35 staff we built this stadium from the ground up and these 
following monthly sections charts both our progress and my personal 
recollections of an arduous yet very gratifying period of my life. 



Piling rigs commence foundation works. 
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Bolton Wanderers 


Burnden Park in 1997. 


T he Vicar of Christ Church Sunday School, Bolton, could have had little 
notion of the future of the acorn that he planted in 1874. His scholars 
and teachers formed an outdoor recreational club and the Reverend 
F.F. Wright was made its President. 

In 1877 the Reverend objected to his club holding meetings in his school 
unless he was present. On 28th August that year the footballers 
amongst the club re-christened themselves Bolton Wanderers and 
established their headquarters in the more cheerful atmosphere of 
a hostelry. 

They immediately began to take part in the move to popularise the game. 
Difficulties came aplenty, success and adversity came alike but the 
men of the early days carried Bolton Wanderers through. 

The club was one of the twelve founder members of the Football League 
in 1888. Six years later they reached the FA Cup Final for the first time, 
losing to Notts County, and in 1895 left Pikes Lane and moved to 
Burnden Park. 

Burnden Park became one of the most famous grounds in the country, 
hosting the 1901 FA Cup Final replay, a number of FA Cup semi finals, 
and saw a record crowd of 69,912 for a Bolton v Manchester City FA 
Cup tie in 1933. The ground also saw tragedy when in March 1946, 
33 spectators lost their lives when a barrier collapsed. 


Before the second World War Bolton Wanderers were second division 
champions in 1909, and won the FA Cup in 1923 (the first final played 
at Wembley), 1926 and 1929. The team of the 1920’s is generally 
considered to be the greatest fielded by the club. Not only did they 
secure the Cup on three occasions they also finished third in the first 
division in 1921 and 1923. 

During the 1930’s the club slipped out of the top flight but returned in 
1935 to put together a run of 29 consecutive years as members of the 
old first division. 

Like other clubs, they were struck by a grievous blow by the second 
World War. The whole team joined up at the outbreak of hostilities 
and the captain, wing half Harry Goslin, lost his life in action in Italy. 

Things gradually got back to normal and the club won the Football League 
North war cup in 1945 by defeating Manchester United over two legs. 
They followed this up with a victory over the Southern winners, 
Chelsea, at Stamford Bridge. 



It was during this period that the dub produced a great personality and 
one of England’s greatest forwards in Nat Lofthouse. He went on to 
become the clubs record goalscorer with 285 first class goals. He also 
scored 30 goals in 33 England appearances, later becoming the 
Wanderers coach, manager and is now the dub President. 


The FA Cup brought the Wanderers to prominence in the 1950’s. In 1953 
they lost 4-3 to Blackpool when injuries in the final twenty minutes 
cost them the game. In 1958 the cup came back to Bolton when two 
Nat Lofthouse goals defeated Manchester United. 

The sixties proved to be a difficult time for the club. Relegation was 
suffered from division one in 1964, they narrowly missed out on a 
quick return a season later and it was to be 1978 before the club got 
back into the top flight. 

In 1971 the Wanderers suffered relegation to the third division for the first 
time but won the championship in 1973 to begin a climb back up the 
League ladder. After two near misses the club won the second division 
championship in 1978 but their stay in the top flight was to last for 
only two seasons. 

Unfortunately, the slide couldn’t be arrested and by 1987 the Wanderers 
found themselves in the basement of the Football League. The ten 
years that followed brought about the most exciting decade in the 
clubs history both on and off the park. 

In 1988 promotion was won from the fourth division and a year later the 
club savoured a Wembley success in the Sherpa Van Trophy. In both 
1990 and 1991 the club reached the third division play offs and in 
1993 finally won promotion. In that same season the club gained 
national prominence by knocking Liverpool out of the FA Cup at 
Anfield. 

In 1994 the Wanderers reached the FA Cup quarter finals for the first time 
since 1959. They did so by beating Premiership sides Everton and 
Arsenal on their own grounds and Aston Villa at Burnden Park. 

The Premiership was reached in 1995 with an incredible 4-3 Wembley win 
over Reading in the play-off final. After just one season the club were 
relegated but bounced back at the first attempt. 

1996/97 season proved to be the most successful League season in the 
clubs history as they won the first division championship. Club 
records tumbled. Most points in a season (98), most goals scored in 
a season (100) and most wins in a season (28). 

It also proved to be the end of an era as the championship trophy was 
presented at the final Burnden Park game to make it a happy ending 
to 102 years at the ground. 

The club kicked off the 1997/98 season back in the Premiership and at 
their new 25,000 all seater Reebok Stadium. 


Rccbok Stadium 
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T he idea of a Sports Village had been a dream of Bolton Council for 
a number of years and discussions had taken place with potential 
partners. These had proved fruitless. 

However, when Bolton Wanderers were promoted in 1993 they faced 
the daunting task of improving Burnden Park or relocating to a 
new stadium, to meet the requirements of the Taylor Report, so it 
seemed natural that the two should get together. 

Talks between the Club and the Council took place and the authority 
came up with the idea of Middlebrook as a possibility. Other 
areas were looked at but Middlebrook was the most attractive of 
all the sites. 

The possibility of a partnership with the Wanderers fitted in with the 
plans. A major new stadium for football and other uses could 
form the centre piece for our ambitious proposal and attract the 
prestige and backing it required. 


Des Grogan - 

Council - and Partners -Secretarial Services, 

Bolton Metro. 


Then came the search for a developer who could help put the dream 
together. 

The Emerson Group (including Orbit Developments) became 
interested and the proposals were enlarged to include more 
leisure, shopping, housing and business and office parks as well 
as the community sports and leisure facilities and the 25,000 
seater stadium. The additional components would help finance 
the project and provide a greater variety to the site. 

The business park is particularly important for the Council, providing 
opportunities for new and expanding businesses in the Borough. 
Following long and detailed discussions, Hitachi have been 
attracted to the site to develop a factory for new car components 
and the first phase will open in Spring 1998. 


Substantial grants have been secured for the Middlebrook 
development including almost £5 million from the European 
Regional Development Fund towards infrastructure. 

Together with Bolton Wanderers the authority is working on the 
development of the community sports and leisure facilities which 
will include indoor and outdoor tennis courts, health and fitness 
facilities, budget accommodation, a floodlit athletics track, a full- 
size football pitch, and multi-use games pitches. 

A large grant from the Lawn Tennis Association for the indoor complex 
has already been won and a decision from the Lottery Board on 
some £9 million-plus of funding towards the project is awaited. 

The new Reebok Stadium and the developments at Middlebrook have 
been the culmination of several years hard work by the Council, 
Bolton Wanderers, and Orbit Developments. Asda opened its 
doors in September, and were followed by other famous 
companies over the coming months including the Warner Brothers 
cinema in January 1998. 

Middlebrook should be completed by the middle of 1999, providing 
work for over 3,000 people, housing, shopping, leisure and 
entertainment for the people of Bolton and the North West. 

“The partnership between the Council, the Wanderers and Orbit have 
proved to be one of the most successful of its kind in the country 
and has brought much needed jobs and investment to the area,” 
said Councillor Bob Howarth, Leader of the Council. 
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Orbit Developments kicks off at Middlebrook 



Simon Wilson - Director 
of Orbit Developments. 


I iddlebrook is the North West’s largest leisure and retail park, ideally 
located at junction 6 of the M61 motorway, adjacent to the Reebok 
Stadium. It is a joint venture development between Bolton 
Wanderers Football Club, Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council and 
Orbit Developments, the commercial division of the Emerson Group. 
Formed in the late 1960’s, Oribit Developments has become one of the 
largest privately-owned development and investment companies 
in the country. 

In addition to providing extensive retail and leisure facilities alongside 
the new Reebok Stadium, Middlebrook will have a ten acre tennis 
centre developed in association with the Lawn Tennis Association, 
a business park offering 250,000 sq. ft of office space, a 14 acre 
residential housing area and a 500,000 sq. ft. industrial and 
warehousing development. The impact of all this on the local 
economy has been staggering with already almost 3,000 new jobs 
being created. 

The leisure and retail facilities are amongst the finest in the country 
with a 12 screen Warner Village cinema, Hollywood Bowl and world 
renowned names such as McDonalds, Pizza Hut and KFC. Shopping 
at Middlebrook has over 3,000 car parking spaces serving retailers 
Asda, Adders at Home, Boots the Chemist, Furniture Workshop, 
Pets at Home, Texstyle World, Kingsbury Interiors, Scottish Power, 
Waldmans, Craft World, Carphone Warehouse, American Golf, Tog 
24, Sports Division, ]D Sports and JJB Sports. 


Orbit Developments are also involved in a joint initiative with William 
Hargreaves Limited at The Valley in Bolton. The Valley is an 
integrated commercial, industrial and leisure development which 
lies within Bolton’s City Challenge area. 

The scheme consists of St. Peter’s Office Park which will provide 250,000 
sq. ft. of high quality office accommodation and Britannia Business 
Park which will offer some 450,000 sq. ft. of industrial and 
warehousing units in a variety of sizes. 

Grant aid including regional selective assistance may be available to 
qualifying users. In addition, partners in the City Challenge Initiative 
- Bolton and Bury TEC, Bolton Metropolitan College and Bolton 
Institute of Higher Education - can provide bespoke training 
packages to companies. 

The Reebok Stadium, Middlebrook centre and The Valley are a magnificent 
endorsement of the strength of Bolton’s future in which Orbit 
Developments and the Emerson Group are proud to be involved. 

Jones Homes - A Winner In Bolton! 

The supporters of B.W.F.C. know all about tradition and success and 
since building its first residential development in Bolton some ten 
years ago these same qualities have enabled Jones Homes to 
become one of the areas most respected development companies. 

A Tradition of Building Success 

Jones Homes is the founder member of the Emerson Group, a privately 
owned property development company with its headquarters in 
Alderley Edge, Cheshire. 

With 40 years experience it has established an enviable reputation for 
building award-winning homes of character and individuality in 
highly desirable locations, throughout the UK. 




The hallmark of a Jones home is luxury accommodation coupled with 
high standards of construction, design and specification. The 
company’s qualities have been recognised over the years by the 
National House Building Council in its ‘Pride In The Job’ schemes, the 
prestigious What House? Awards, the combined NHBC/DoE/RIBA 
Housing Design Awards and the Daily Mail/NHMB Green Leaf Awards. 

Jones Homes offers its customers an unrivalled combination of service, 
quality, choice and value. Personal recommendation and repeat 
business are cornerstones of the company’s success with families 
moving up over the years from one Jones home to another. 

Nowhere is this more true than in Bolton where Jones Homes has enjoyed 
a long and happy relationship with the town and its residents. 

‘Premiership’ Class in Bolton 

Jones Homes earliest developments in Bolton date back to 1988. The 
company’s first venture was Rydal Court, (Whitecroft Road), a new 
retirement homes development which was followed by Arundel 
Place, (also off Whitecroft Road). 

Evidence that Bolton was to become an important location for Jones 
Homes came in 1990 when the new showhome opening weekend 
at Arundel Park (off Beaumont Road) attracted some 300 visitors! 

Beaumont Chase (Wigan Road), Beaumont Rise (Hulton Lane), Sunninghill 
Park (St. Helen’s Road) and Belmont Park (Wilkinson Road) are current 
developments where prospective home buyers have a choice from 
mews style to detached to suit all tastes and lifestyles. 

Towards the end of 1998 Jones Homes will commence a new 
development at Middlebrook to provide 271 three and four 
bedroom semi-detached and detached homes. It will give the new 
workforce at the Middlebrook complex an opportunity to purchase 
top quality, value for money homes in an ideal location. 

Living in a Jones home in Bolton means that families have the 
convenience of living close to the town’s modern amenities while 
still enjoying the lovely open countryside of the West Pennine 
Moors. Showhomes are open every day from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm 
during the week and from 11.00 am to 5.00 pm at weekends. 

So the message to house hunters looking for something special in 
Bolton is: “Come and join Bolton’s other winning team!” For more 
information about Jones Homes in Bolton: 
call the Property Shop on 01625 588300. 
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We have been prolific goal scorers for Bolton over the years. 

‘Kick-off’ was in 1988 with our first residential -—- 

development in Bolton rising steadily to a > V ) 

\ 11 / 

score of eight by 1998. 

Out playing the competition on and off the park 

(Sunninghill Park ^ 

i|MERSGN :i“ SS- 

y ^ ’ has been the hallmark of our game. 

Like Bolton, recent promotion has seen us move into a different league i 
Reebpk Stadium and the Middlebrook leisure, retail and business parks. 
As a result, you could say we’re over the moon! 
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IRONED OUT 

Unit 2 Denmark Mill, Cawdor Street, 
Farnworth, Bolton BL4 7LX 

Tel: 01204 706110 



TjM-Ctker 'N-C hiv-e 

the svUturn, 

Eve Hall Associates Limited 

Recruitment Consultants 

The answer to all your recruitment needs 
is only a telephone call away. 

19 Bark Street East Bolton BL1 2BQ 

Telephone 01204 528866 Fax 01204 383565 


OUR 

TRAINERS 

ARE 

THE BEST 

Get to grips with our trainers and 
you'll feel fitter than you've ever 
been. They'll help you gain 
qualifications, allow you to be 
better at sport and you'll be well 
paid. 

Where can you find these trainers? 
In the Army of course. 

We have one of the best training 
organizations in the country. 

On offer are over 100 different 
trades and the training to go with 
it, (Apprenticeships, NVQs, C&G 
and BTEC). 

So if you are between 16 and 26 
and want to try us on for size, call 
in at your local branch now. 



ARMY 


BE THE BEST 


Armed Forces Careers Office, 

20 Great Moor Street, 

Bolton BL1 1NP 
Telephone: 01204 364111 

The Army is committed to being an Equal 
Opportunities Employer. 


Rccbok Stadium 



































Paul Fletcher, Chief 
Executive Reebok Stadium 


The End of an Era 


1895 



10,000 Brochures sent out. 


W hen a new Stadium opens, what can often be forgotten is the closure of 
the old Stadium. It is important to allows fans, especially fans who have 
spent most of their lives supporting the Club at one Stadium, to take part 
in the closure. And for them also to retain a treasured momento to remind 

them of great victories and happy times.and also a few sad ones. 

To commemorate the closure of Burnden Park the Directors of Bolton 
Wanderers Football Club commissioned thirteen initiatives which allowed 
not only fans of the Club, but also collectors and football enthusiasts 
nationwide to take part in the historic closure. 

The events were organised under the banner ‘Farewell to Burnden Park, the 
End of an Era’, 1895-1997. Early planning began in late 1996 some six 
months prior to the Stadium’s official closure on Friday 25th April 1997. 
Over 10,000 colour brochures including mail order forms were sent out to 
season ticket holders in February 1997 and by mid April over 10,000 
orders had been received. The 13 initiatives were advertised as opposite. 
The end of an era proved extremely successful. Amongst the highlights were 
• Gold Programmes sold out within 3 days • 160 fans bought a framed 
piece of the Board Room carpet • over 100 teams with players of all ages 
from 8 to 80 played on Burnden Park • Roll call fully subscribed • Limited 
edition plates, 1000 sold in 4 weeks • Over 140 fans bought a piece of 
Burnden Park Turf • Over 2000 people attended the Grand Auction • End 
of an Era Video included some archive footage from the early 1900’s, 
never seen before by Wanderers fans. 



A commemorative programme was 
produced. 



Play on Burnden Park. 



Items from the Auction. 


1. Book. Burnden Park - The Final Years tpfkj -1997 

Burnden Park has seen many ups and downs for the Club none more so than in the last ten years. Burnden Park - The Final 
Years 1987-1997, covers that period with a full statistical analysis and pen pics of every player to have represented the Club in 
that period. 

2. Grand Draw 

Win one of the shirts worn by the players involved in the final game played at Burnden Park; there will be a total of 13 shirts to 
be won (5 draw tickets are enclosed). 

3. Farewell Video 

A 90 minute video appropriately entitled *The Final Whistle’ re-lives many special recorded moments at Burnden Park. The Final 
Whistle features exclusive footage from the BBC. Granada and archive film companies and has been produced on the highest 
standard broadcasting equipment. A collector’s item and great present for any Wanderers fan. 

if. Last Match Programme 

A special A4 size, 68 page souvenir issue will be produced to mark the event. Commemorating 102 years of football at Burnden 
Park, this will be a must for fans and collectors alike. A limited edition of 1000 copies finished in gold are available for collectors. 

5. Listing in the Final Match Programme 

Secure your place in history - for just £5 your name will appear in the special 7 was There’roll call that will feature in the souvenir 
issue final match programme. 

6. Pbyon Burnden Park 

A once in-a-lifetime opportunity to tread the same turf as today’s and yesterday’s greats. For a limited period only, your team 
can play a 70 minute match at Burnden Park with full use of the Club’s facilities, kit, referee, referee’s assistants (linesmen!) 
and, if required, your opposition can also be provided. 

7. Sportsmans Banquet and Sportsmans Dinner 

In May 1997 the final Sportsmans Dinners will be staged in the Executive Club at Burnden Park. The Sportsmans ‘Banquet’ will 
be attended by great players from the past., while players from today’s squad will be at the Sportsman’s Dinner. Nat Lofthouse 
has donated items to auction at the Banquet. 

8. Framed Limited Edition Prints 

Internationally renowned sports artist Brian Halton has been commissioned to depict the final match on canvas and a limited 
number of high quality prints will be produced. Each print will be individually numbered and carry the signature not only of the 
aritist but also of Bolton’s team that day and a number of Wanderers stars of the past. 

9. Memorabilia Auction 

With 102 years of history going under the hammer, this is your opportunity to be the proud owner of one of hundreds of highly 
collectable authentic Club items of memorabilia and ephemera. 

to. Commemorative Merchandise 

Our Club Shop has produced a selection of commemorative items designed to keep alive the memory of Burnden Park forever. 
From ties, mugs and clothing to posters and key rings, there is something for every taste, age and pocket, some items will be 
made from genuine material from Burnden Park. 

11. Burnden Fhrk Turf 

Recreate the spirit of Burnden Park in your own garden by buying half a metre of the historic turf. 

12. Boardroom Carpet 

The Boardroom has been the location of countless historic events over the years and its carpet has been trodden by legends of 
football folklore. A number of sections carrying the unique BWFC logo will be framed and made available to supporters (two 
sizes available). 

12a.Bone China Plate 

A limited edition of 1000 Bone China Plates has been commissioned to depict the final league match at Burnden Park. 
Not only a lasting memory but a superb investment too. 
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W ith the end of Autumn looming and less than twelve months to 
completion, the maintenance of the projects progression was 
paramount. Every hour and day of non-productivity would mean 
that this time was still to be made up. On a construction project, 
the thing that cannot be controlled is the weather and on a daily 
basis members of staff would apprehensively await the weather 
forecast for the forthcoming days. 

Luckily, just as the summer and holiday suntans were wearing thin the 
sun decided to make a most welcome return to Middlebrook. With 
it a welcome boost to site progress and a source of inspiration for 
the much maligned site workforce, who by this time must have 
been wondering if the rain would manage to stop before the frost 
set in for the Winter. 



The East Stand steelwork, the final shape can clearly be seen. 


The tonnes of steelwork that had landed on site were continuing to be 
assembled like a huge meccano set and with it the welcome sight 
of a frame that resembled a football stand. 

Piling had continued throughout the period and with it the completion 
of the gigantic piles on which the floodlights would be sited. 

The intricacies of the stadium design cannot be explained in a script 
such as this nor by anything penned by myself. However for those 
who managed to witness the construction of the mast bases in any 
way at all will concur with the magnitude that is beyond belief and 
a feat of structural engineering. The volume of concrete and steel 
required to construct the bases ensured countless late nights and 
lost weekends. 
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Steelwork and concrete are prepared for early start. 



























Luckily, just as the summer and 
holiday suntans were wearing thin 
the sun decided to make a most 
welcome return to Middlebrook 


Piling takes place on the East Stand. 



The East Stand starts to take 
shape as groundworks continue 
for the South Stand 




























ASTLEY INDUSTRIAL SERVICES 

A Full Electrical & 
Mechanical Service 

Electrical, Mechanical & Boilerhouse Specialists 

• All Pipework Installation • Fan Units * Brackets * 

• Handrails • All Cabling • Power Distribution • 

* Trunking Conduit Work * Lighting * Machine Installation • 

• 3 Phase Work • Pumps • Panel Built & Designed • 

8 KirkhaU Lane, Bolton, BL1 4AT 
Tel: (01204) 497118 Fax: (01204) 840253 Mobile: (0831) 544199 


24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE 




UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS, GUTTERS, DOORS ETC 
SUPPLIED TO THE TRADE & PUBLIC. 



'P'RCplas 

Unit 3 Hope Mill, Young Street, Farnworth, BL4 9LJ 
Tel: 01204 71407 Fax: 01204 861582 
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WINDOWS 




All Types Of Double Glazing 


PLAS 


Glebe Mill, Library Street, 
Westhoughton, BL5 3AU 


VWindowsvDoors 

^Conservatories 


Tel: 01942 810403 
Fax: 01942 811561 



TILCON 

TILCON (SOUTH) LTD 


Incorporating Buxton Lime Industries Ltd 


Suppliers of ready mixed concrete to the 

Rccbok Stadium 

development 




For all enquiries of concrete and mortar 
Tel: 0161 477 2700 Fax: 0161 477 4829 
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Then up to Glasgow to see Rangers and Celtic. 


Visits to other Stadiums-the decision had been made 



Des McBain, Chief Executive, 
Bolton Wanderers Football Club 


B olton Wanderers Football Club would have a new 25,000 seater home 
in Lostock, Bolton. As well as the seating what else would be required? 
Myself and Director Graham Ball set out on a fact finding mission which 
was to take in some twenty stadiums, sixteen in England, two in 
Scotland and two in Holland. 

We would find that on every visit the camaraderie within Football was 
always in evidence. The help offered was going to be invaluable when 
the final design was agreed. 

Huddersfield was our first port of call. The new McAlpine Stadium, 
designed by Architects, The Lobb Partnership, had created something 
different. Bolton Wanderers wanted to give their supporters 
something unique. Why not use the same Architects. 

From there it was a case of fitting as many Stadiums as possible into an 
extremely tight schedule. The deadline of August 1997 was fast 
approaching and detail was of paramount importance. 

A three days trip to Holland was to be of most benefit to the project. Firstly 
visiting the site of the unfinished Ajax Stadium in Amsterdam we had 
a private viewing inside the Stadium with the Project Manager of the 
Builders, Ballast Needham. At the end of the tour he referred to a new 
book recently published in Europe not then available in the UK which 
gave UEFA and FIFA recommendations for facilities in new Stadiums 
and presented us with a copy. This was to be our bible in the months 



The next Stadium visited was PSV Eindhoven. 

A Stadium which did not rely entirely on Football for its income but 
supplemented by Commercial activities. Offices were being used by 
Companies five days a week closing for the day of the match. 

A self contained restaurant was open six days a week to the general 
public, the entrance via a lift from the street. Used on match day by 
the supporters. Inside the ground we saw a Club the full length of 
the main stand with cinema style seating behind glass with banks 
of televisions for a particular type of clientele who preferred to be 
indoors in the warmth and comfort rather than the atmosphere of 
being out in the open air. 

We were to see a similar design at Nottingham Forest, theirs being 
behind one goal. The floodlights by Phillips impressed as did the 
heaters from the roofs blowing warm air onto the supporters in 
extremely cold weather. 

Back to the English scene with visits to the Arsenal North Stand (also 
designed by Lobb) and the Chelsea North Stand with the hospitality 
and disabled facilities they provided. Newcastle United with their 
new merchandising shop, Coventry City had new refreshment bar 
facilities and Norwich City with their First Aid/Ambulance Room 
which included facilities capable of carrying out minor operations. 

At Middlesbrough we found another brand new Stadium only just 
completed and operating. Blackburn Rovers, Leeds United, Leicester 
City, Wolverhampton Wanderers, Burnley, Liverpool and Everton, all 
gave us vital pieces of information. 


Rangers had their restaurant overlooking the pitch where patrons could 
book an evening meal in a window box with the Stadium silhouetted 
in the background. Celtic had numerous executive suites, function 
rooms and bars. 

The information was collated and presented to the Board of Directors. 
The most important facts to come out of the visits was the honesty 
from every single Club. 

Where they had made mistakes and, given the opportunity to start 
again, what they would do differently. The help given by all the 
Clubs was to be invaluable. Obviously, everything seen would not 
necessarily work in the Bolton Stadium. 

The Board accepted our guidance of the qualities required, insisting 
again that our new Stadium must be unique and a landmark 
architectural statement. 

The demanding brief for the Engineers and Architects was formulated 
and so far, the results have surpassed all our original expectations. 

A current response alone, repays all our efforts - hot off the press is the 
news that at their recent special meeting, The Institution of Structural 
Engineers is to make three world wide Special Awards, covering the 
Nagano Olympic Memorial Arena, Japan, the Tsing Ma Bridge, Hong 
Kong and Reebok Stadium U.K. The award ceremony being in The 
Churchill Room, House of Commons, London on the 27th February 
1998 and the Citation quotes. 

“That a Special Award be made to Deakin Callard & Partners and Watson 
Steel for the Reebok Stadium, Bolton, Greater Manchester, U.K. for 
an elegant large span structure, using fully welded tubular steel 
construction and pre-stressed tie-bars to provide a high specification 
Sports Stadium for Bolton Wanderers Football Club”. 


to come. 
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Mark G. Hatch 

TREE SURGEONS 


TREE FELLING 
CROWN REDUCTION 
SECTION FELLING 
CROWN THINNING 
TREE PLANTING 
STUMP REMOVAL 
WOOD CHIPPING SERVICE 


HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP IN 
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK 

FULLY INSURED 

EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
FREE QUOTES St ADVICE 
ALL WORK TO BS3998 




E.SCHOLEFIELD 
(Builders) LTD 


ESTABLISHED 1974 


Domestic, 

Industrial & Commercial 
Projects undertaken 


87 Edinburgh Road, Little Lever, Bolton. 
Telephone: 01204 572978 Evening: 01204418885 
Fax: 01204 701754 Mobile: 0973 371817 



Construction Confederation 

Speofang fat tt* Inlusuy 



B a member of the 

BUILDING EMPLOYERS 

CONFEDERATION 




^^ACKAGING Ltd 


“From ONE BOX upwards” 

• 

Exact sizes to Suit you, 

not just standard sizes 

• 

We will supply in days! or EVEN HOURS! 

• 

DESIGN & SAMPLE 
SERVICE 

Also • Bubblefilm • Tape • Paper • Polythene 


For a free consultation call: 

01204 708800 

Fax: 01204 708680 

Unit 14, Oakhill Trading Estate, Devonshire 
Road, Worsley, Manchester M28 3PT 
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fedJcyS 01204 

POWERCADDY 360591 / 

JMDWSON ^ 

HIPPO / 

LYLE & SCOTT / 

/ 

4™ PRICE PROMISE 

PI ERE CARDIN In the unlikely event of you seeing the 

= .* same product elsewhere cheaper we 

l» PHOENIX shall endeavour to maintain that price. 

HEAD free insurance quotes 

FREE PARKING 

F|LA ” ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 

Spalding TROLLEYS LOWEST 

SUNDERLAND |||| 


2nd Floor 171 Bradshawaate, Bolton 
(next door to Ian Anthony's) 

Tel: 01204 366591 Fax: 01204363531 

Open 7 Days 




; INDOOR , 
^PRACTICE NET?' 


AND 

MUCH 

MORE! 


Golfers health Warning: Shopping elsewher 


could seriously harm your wallet!! 


Massive Shop - Massive Stocks 


Lowest Prices All Year Round 


GOLF TUITION 

Don't learn in the cold! 
Lome to our indoor training centre 

Mirror teaching as recommended by: 

David Leadbetter 


Regripping 

Refurbishing 

•Repair* 

• Service • 


Ladies - Gents - and Professionals 
Shaun Kelly - Golf Professional 
Ex-SKY Sports/County Player 


Everything you require at the lowest prices!! 


/ \\ 
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l LADIES CLUBS 9 
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Contractor 

Andy Hurst 
Project Commercial 
Manager, 

Birse Construction 


B irse Construction became involved in this prestigious project during 
the month of March 1996 and the tender team’s work culminated in a 
presentation to Bolton Wanderers on 11th April 1996. 

The thrust of our presentation focused on both the fast track nature of the 
programme and the maximum amount of money to expend (i.e. £25 
million). The only way the project could succeed was to enter into a 
partnership agreement whereby the objectives for the scheme were 
the same for both Birse and Bolton Wanderers. 

Within weeks the club confirmed that they wished Birse to carry out the 
works and on 22nd July 1996 construction work commenced on site. 
The scheme was built under a JCT1981 Design and Build Contract with a 
guaranteed maximum price agreement. 

The project, however, was administered and managed in a partnering 
ethos. The key to this arrangement was that both Bolton and Birse had 
clearly defined and aligned objectives, which were:- 
(a) Building the best possible Stadium for the maximum price of £25 million 
to the desired quality and within the stipulated time frame. 

(b) To achieve these objectives a committee was to meet regularly to plan 
the project and ensure that the above objectives were sustained. 

The success of the project was founded on the trust and honest working 
relationship between the four concerned, who were:- 
Eric O’Neil (O’Neil & Partners) - Quantity Surveyor; Jan Kozlowski (BWFC 
Employers Agent) - Project Manager; Dave Murphy (Birse) Senior Project 
Manager; Andy Hurst (Birse) Project Commercial Manager. 


Birse undertook to construct a 25,000 all seater football Stadium incorporating 
associated administration areas, leisure, community and executive facilities 
to be completed by 6th September 1997; a 60 week programme. 

Watson Steelwork were appointed to produce the steel framework, roof 
and floodlight masts and are one of the few steelwork contractors who 
had the ability to cope with a Project of this size. 

The roof steelwork design is unique and it was necessary to prove the 
design for movement and loading. 

Watson’s began on site in Sept 1996. Over the next 8 months, despite 
encountering the severest of weather conditions, they erected over 
3,200 tonnes to the main structure, 1,500 tonnes to the roof steelwork 
and masts and concluded their works in May 1997. 

When Birse commenced earthwork operations in July 1996, this had to be 
carried out around the already constructed playing surface. 

The whole programme had been planned carefully around the newly laid 
pitch to avoid the need to gain access to this area. This meant that 
works had to be constructed in a particular sequence, with just two 
points of access to the inside of the Stadium: the North East tunnel and 
the South West tunnel. 

The main structural steel frame is constructed on approximately 1,000 
concrete piles, some 16 metres into the ground at the deepest point. 

The four corner masts are constructed of two large foundations in each 
corner, consisting of 48 number piles (16 metres), 450 m 3 of concrete 
and 90 tonnes of reinforcement per foundation. 

The feature of the external facade is the glazed blockwork to the East and 
West elevations. This is the first time that a polished block has been 
used in such an expanse. The West Stand is constructed to give the 
visual effect of a goal post arrangement from a distance. 

The programme demands called for manpower levels to run at 120 to the 
early part of the programme, increasing to 300 at Christmas 1996 and 
peaking in at 500 during the final stages prior to opening. 

Within executive areas a high standard of finishes is designed to provide 
a hotel ambience, allowing the facility to be multi-purpose and 
capable of being functional seven days a week. The Directors of 
Bolton Wanderers actively participated in the selection of materials, 
colour schemes, room layouts, and mechanical and electrical design 
and operation, especially the Chairman, Mr. Gordon Hargreaves, who 
influenced greatly the internal design to the executive areas. 



Whilst all this was going on, the pressure and tension was being added by 
the fact that Bolton were sweeping back to the Premiership and the 
expectations of the fans were high. 

At the end of the Project, the work content had increased from £25 million 
to £31 million, the first home fixture was brought forward some 5 days 
to Sept 1st (the season started early because of the World Cup). 
Although the Stadium did open on time, the whole of the works were 
concluded in full on 30th October 1997. 

It is Birse Construction’s belief that relationships and trust played a major 
part in the Project. The people who have been involved and contributed 
so much will hold the project in the highest regard in the knowledge 
they were taking part in history. In summary, all at Birse wish to thank 
our sub-contractors, suppliers and design team members for their 
exceptional efforts in constructing the magnificent Reebok Stadium. 
Finally, we would take this opportunity to wish the Directors and 
Supporters of Bolton every success and happiness in their new Stadium. 

We are pleased to have played our part. 



Building Relationships . Kozlowski; O’Neil; Murphy and Hurst 
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ELLESMERE ENGINEERINa 



tallation of Building Services 


SPECIALISTS IN STADIA AND OTHER LEISURE PROJECTS 

INCLUDING: 



ELLESMERE 

ENGINEERING 


Wembley, Old Trafford, Ewood Park, 
Goodison Park, Anfield, Twickenham, 
Lancashire County Cricket Club 
and various Golf Club Houses 





We are very pleased to be associated with the magnificent REEBOK STADIUM, home of 
BOLTON WANDERERS FOOTBALL CLUB and we would like to extend our sincere thanks 
to all the companies who we have been working with on the project for their help in achieving 
completion of the Total Mechanical Services in the Stadium, Messrs Birse Construction, 
Piggott & Whitfield, William Hannans and the rest of the “Team” and to all our numerous 
suppliers and sub-contractors who delivered on time especially: 


Tupman & Hainey Ltd: 


cs> 


Nobbs & Jones: 


Righton Insulation: 

Senior Hargreaves: 

Ashworth Frazer pic: 
Air Handlers Ltd: 

Air Diffusion/Northern: 
Fans Ltd 
Thermotech Ltd: 


William Wilson Ltd: 


and all the others... 


Ventilation and air 
conditioning ductwork 
manufacturers and installers 
throughout the Stadium 
Controls and BMS designers 
and installers 
Pipe and ductwork 
insulation installers 
Fire rated ductwork 
manufacturers and installers 
Tube, Fittings & valve suppliers 
Air handling units suppliers 
Grilles suppliers, roof unit 
fans suppliers 
Air conditioning units, 
suppliers & installers 
Caradon Terrain plumbing 
materials suppliers 


Pennington Street, Worsley, Manchester M28 3LR 
Tel: 0161 799 7626 Fax: 0161 703 8254 
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Are proud to have contributed to the construction 
of the Bolton Wanderers Reebok Stadium. 


•^Process Control System Design 
and Maintenance 


Clients from across industry, commerce and local 
government have come to rely on Piggott and 
■■■Pd 1 for their wide-ranging expertise aigt “JJ 
Rjuality service! 

•-Electrical SeflicB^^S 



• Lighting and Instrumentation 

^vO^-Coggiunications including Structured 
CaBung ana Network Solutions*" 

Discover the difference for yourself. 

Write, telephone or e-mail us today for 
further information. 



PIGGOTT & WHITFIELD LIMITED 


ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION ENGINEERS 


Niagara Street, Heaviley, Stockport, SK2 6HH. 
Tel: 0161 483 9438 - Fax: 0161 487 1460 


Email: 101470.3461 ^compuserve.com 

























Phil Hampson - 
tS - Resident Engineer 
BWFC 



Individual tubes up to 1067 mm 
diameter with 90 mm thick walls make 
up the main mast body 


O ne of the most striking features of the Stadium are the four tubular steel tripod masts designed by 
Watson Steel which not only support the roof, but also carry the diamond shaped floodlight platforms. 
The masts were brought to site as individual tubes up to 1067 mm diameter with 90 mm thick walls and 
then assembled and welded. The feet of these framed structures sit on reinforced concrete caps the 
largest of which weighs one thousand tons and contains sixty tons of reinforcement. In turn these bases 
are supported by reinforced concrete piles up to fourteen metres in length. The masts are forty-three 
metres high and are topped by a thirteen metre high tapered tube to which the floodlight support frames 
are fixed. These frames which are eight and a half metres across carry fifty lamps at the North West and 
South West corners and thirty one lamps at the North East and South East corners to reduce the glare on 
the Television Gantry which is situated under the West Stand roof. An additional seven lights are fitted 
under the gantry all supplied and fitted by Phillips. 

There are four remote control systems and the lights are on a sequenced start up to reduce loading on the 
overall system. Three different types of lens are fitted to various lights to focus the light which produces 
either 800 or 1200 Lux at pitch level depending on the type of match being played. The focusing points 
of these lights are computer controlled. 

Apart from football matches and sporting events on the pitch, often the floodlights will be on for various 
other reasons. Because of the Stadium’s striking design and appearance, film companies often ask 
permission to film the Stadium as a backdrop to a television series, advertisement or documentary. 

In the evenings when corporate events take place in the Banqueting Suites, organisations make arrangements 
to have the floodlights lit to make a spectacular arrival at the Stadium for their guests. 
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Sharing our success with 
Bolton Wanderers 


| CARPETS 



I BEDS 



ESTABLISHED IN WIGAN OVER 30 YEARS 
SUPPLYING & FITTING CARPETS TO THE 
HIGHEST STANDARD 

Choose from over 1,000 designs all 
from leading manufacturers 

Competitive prices including free fitting 
and estimates 


WE ALWAYS STOCK OVER 200 TOP 
BRAND BEDS INCLUDING: 

Silentnight - Sealy - Layezee - Myers - 
Dorlux etc. 

WE GUARANTEE LOWEST PRICES & 
OFFER IMMEDIATE FREE DELIVERY 



A superb range of popular styles and 
fabrics at the best prices 
from top suppliers 


Living up to your expectations 

PREENS 

CARPETS, BEDS fc? UPHOLSTERY 

CARPETS, BEDS & UPHOLSTERY 
MARTLAND MILL SHOWROOMS 
WOODHOUSE LANE, WIGAN, WN6 7TD 
Tel: 01942-245141 Fax:01942-826627 




"ONE STOP FOR 
ALL YOUR 
ELECTRICAL 
GOODS"! 

"Suppliers of all electrical goods, 
all by leading manufacturers" 

A comprehensive range of equipment inc. 

CABLES, industrial wiring switch gear etc 
LIGHTING, emergency lighting spot lights, sockets etc 
HEATERS, industrial & domestic 

1 st class service 6 professional advice always available 

Electrical Supplies Bolton Ltd 

All enquires welcome • Same day delivery • open 6 days 

68 Chorley Old Rd, Bolton 

Td: 01204 382959 



Claire Ensures Safety 
From The Drop! 


Unistrut contracts secretary 
Claire Fitzgerald has never 
doubted her ability to make 
it to the top. But she was 
surer than ever of scaling 
the heights and avoiding the 
drop when she decided to 
climb one of the 50 metre 
floodlighting towers at 
Bolton Wanderer's futuristic 
new Reebok Stadium! 

Claire”s confidence was 
well-placed, because she was 
protected by a “Ladder Latch'’ 
Fall Arrest System installed 
on all four towers by her 
employers, Westhoughton 
based safety specialists 
Unistrut Safety Systems, 
Northern. 

Provided to protect main¬ 
tenance engineers who clean 
and service the lights, the 
Fall Arrest System enables 
them to clip onto a cable at 
the foot of a tower and 
remain safely attached 


throughout the climb - and 
as they work at the top. The 
patented Latchways ‘trans- 
fastener’ means that they 
don’t even need to unhitch 
to pass the cable’s inter¬ 
mediate supports. 

“It was so reassuring and 
the freedom of movement 
was amazing” says Claire. 

Let’s hope that Bolton are 
equally good at climbing the 
ladder and avoiding the drop! 

Claire can be reached at: 

UNISTRUF 

V w i Safety Systems 

Unit 34. Great Bank Road. 
Wingates South Industrial Park, 
Westhoughton. Bolton BL5 3SL 
Tel: 01942 810567 
Fax: 01942 815775 

Head Office: Edison Road. Elms 
Industrial Estate. Bedford MK41 
Tel: 01234 220426 
Fax: 01234 351504 


Rccbok Stadium 


























Structural Framework before topping out. 


The feet of these 
framed structures sit 
on reinforced concrete 
caps the largest of 
which weighs one 
thousand Ions and 
contains sixty tons of 
reinforcement 



Left. Three different types of lens are fitted to various lights to focus the light which produces 
either 800 or 1200 Lux at pitch level 



The huge diamond shaped lights are moved into position ready for hoisting into their final housings. 
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A s November approached, December and the ensuing Christmas 
could not come too soon. Work was still on progress but as the 
intensity of the construction process increased so did the level of 
co-ordination and management required to ensure our aims would 
be met. 

The relentless rainfall had returned and our October oasis had gone, 
however, this time the rain had brought with it the frost and the 
snow. As if dealing with one element raging against you wasn’t 
enough, now there were three in abundance. 


On a personal note, this is where the joys of being an office worker on 
a construction site genuinely begin. With tactical prowess one can 
engineer the situation where the kettle and toaster are never far 
from arms reach and the purchase of an electric heater more than 
makes up for my earlier failure to obtain a fan. 

The conditions on site had become fairly treacherous and were not a 
place for the faint hearted. Having listened to my grandfather’s 
recollections of his time in the trenches I knew this would be the 
closest assimilation I could expect. Plodding knee deep through 
the mud and water and countering their attempts to enter into my 
bootspace, site visits provided a real source of adventure and 
footwork mastery. 

Likened to a football pitch it was these times that we were camped deep 
in our own half soaking up the pressure of the oppositions attack. 



Mast foundations 




























Structural steelwork begins. 



The relentless rainfall 
had returned and our 
October oasis had gone, 


Tons of steel to reinforce the floodlight 
mast foundations. 
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David Singleton - 
Vice President Reebok UK 



jy 995 saw the centenary of Reebok. Although not until years later was 
the name of Reebok adopted, the man who created the birth of a 
great Company was as innovative as his present day successors in the 
design of a product that was to influence the direction of sport. 

In 1895 Joe Foster, a craftsman shoemaker from Bolton, was a keen runner 
and member of Bolton Primrose Harriers. In the search for a sporting 
lead he made, as legend would have it in his garden shed, the first 
simple pair of spiked running shoes that were little more than a pair 
of ordinary running shoes with nails crafted through the soles. 

This gave him the winning edge when running on cinders and soft grass. 

Nine years later, in 1904, a runner called Alf Shrub broke three World running 
records at different distances in one ten mile race wearing a pair of Joe 
Foster’s running shoes. His record time was 50 minutes 40.6 seconds 
and his running shoes cost him the princely sum of five shillings and 
sixpence - twenty seven and a halfpence in todays money. 

Other World and Olympic medals followed rapidly for many different 
athletes. 

The development of Foster’s shoes took a back seat in 1914 with the 
outbreak of the First World War. The small factory turned to production 
of army boots to aid the war effort. 

As soon as peace was restored to the World, Joe Foster renewed his 
interest in developing racing shoes and soon he was able to boast 
that many athletes were again winning Olympic medals wearing 
Foster’s shoes. But perhaps the most famous was the Gold won by an 


athlete - Lord Burghley - in 1928 wearing a pair of his spikes. Decades 
later, the feats of Lord Burghley and other athletes wearing Foster’s 
shoes were to form the basis for the Oscar winning film ‘Chariots of 
Fire.’ Further sporting successes were to follow and by the time Joe 
died in 1933 Bolton Wanderers, Liverpool and Arsenal players were 
wearing Foster football boots. 

Joe’s great legacy was left to his sons John and James. 

Recognising the opportunity provided by their father, the Foster boys 
expanded the range of sporting shoes into other areas, building the 
reputation of Foster’s shoes for boxing, rugby, field events and road 
walking, with the small factory in Deane Road, Bolton, expanded and 
renamed ‘The Olympic Works.’ 



Joe Foster, shoemaker. 

But 1939 halted the progress of the Company with a return to 
manufacturing army boots for the Second World War which, in 1943, 
saw the factory bombed and production stopped. 

A new era began for the Foster family in 1948, when the new ‘Olympic 
Works’ was opened on a different site in Bolton and Joe Foster’s two 
grandsons were apprenticed to the firm. As the decade of the 50’s 
dawned, a hint of the international potential of Foster’s sports shoes 
was evident when Moscow Dynamo - the first Soviet football team to 
visit the West - all wore Foster’s boots. 

But perhaps the greatest satisfaction for the family came in 1958, when 
Nat Lofthouse scored the winning goal against Manchester United in 
the FA Cup Final at Wembley wearing, of course, a pair of Foster’s 
football boots. 


Early marketing of 
Foster’s running 
shoes. 



Reflecting on this period in the development of the Foster Sports Shoe 
business, Joe Foster Junior said, “We needed a brand name. I wanted 
an animal name and just had a feeling about the letter ‘R.’ So I went 
to the dictionary and found ‘Reebok’...a fast and agile gazelle.” In this 
simple way one of the World’s greatest sports names was born. 

Throughout the next two decades Reebok grew steadily, their running 
shoes remaining popular with top athletes. And with the boom in 
sport and fitness Reebok soon became known and worn in every 
country in the World. 

Although synonymous with global sporting achievement, Reebok have 
always maintained the closest of links with both Joe Foster’s home 
town and their famous football team, ‘The Trotters.’ As a player for 
both the Wanderers and England, Nat Lofthouse had worn Reebok 
boots, not because of sentimentality but because they were the best. 

The partnership with Bolton Wanderer’s began to flourish in 1987 when, 
in an FA Cup match against Forest, the Reebok logo first appeared on 
those famous white shirts as kit sponsors. Then, in 1990, Reebok 
confirmed its commitment by becoming Club sponsors. 

As innovative as Joe Foster may have been, working alone in his garden 
shed just over a hundred years ago, he could not have dreamt that his 
work would ultimately lead to the creation of a name famous in sport 
throughout the World. Or that one day a magnificent Stadium would 
be built in his home town within walking distance from where the 
story began. 

Just as Joe Foster created a sporting symbol at the end of the last century, 
The Reebok is a symbol for sport in the next century, 
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SUPPORTERS OF 
BOLTON WANDERERS 
FOOTBALL CLUB 


Suppliers of Fertilizers, Grass 
Seeds & Sports Equipment 
to the 

Rcebok ^ Stadium 

Rigby Taylor (Paints) Ltd 
for all your Industrial / Automotive Paints and 
Bodyshop Consumables 


PROTEUS 

Proteus Cars Limited, Albert Street, Little Lever, Bolton, 

Lancashire BL3 IJH Telephone (01204) 709465 

“Recreating the legends from 
motor racing’s most exciting era” 




REPLICA 


I JAGUAR C TYPE 
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REPLICA JAGUAR D TYPE & XKSS 
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REPLICA JAGUAR XJ13 


REPLICA MERCEDES 300 SLR 


If you thought vou would never experience the thrill of driving a thoroughbred sports racing car 
of the 1950’s, then think again! Our replica ‘C’ Type ana‘D’ Type Jaguars are the most 
authentic available and being built exactly like the real thing, have the 
performance to match. 

They can be ordered with aluminium or G.R.P. bodies and are available in component form or 
fully built. New to the range is our replica of the Mille Miglia 300 SLR. With it’s multi-tubular 
space frame chassis and alloy body it even has the experts guessing. If you want to stop 
dreaming and start driving, send £3.00 in stamps stating model preference. 


C.M.C. Electronics 


CONVENTIONAL & 
CAD PCB ARTWORKS 


CONTRACT PCB & 
CABLE ASSEMBLY 


COMPLETE PCB & 
CABLE SERVICE 

m 


C.M.C. Electronics 

Units 11 & 12, Hartford House, Weston Street, 
Bolton, Lancs, BL3 2AW 

Tel: 01204 38 98 38 

Fax: 01204 38 56 65 email cmcelec@provider.co.uk 
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• Presswork • Tube Bending • Fabricatinn • Press Toolmaking • • 
Guiilntining • Rolled Cylinders • Powder Coating • Wire Work • 


P.T.F.Engineering [Bolton] Ltd. 

Unit 8, Bolton Mill, Emlyn Street, Farnworth, Bolton BL4 7EB 
Telephone: 01204 795220 Fax: 01204 801722 



-- \ 

We can satisfy most applications through experience 

gained over 100 years of valve manufacture. 



We can also offer valves to suit your own special 
requirements should you be unable to find a suitable 
valve from our extensive range. 

Your enquiries will be dealt with promptly and efficiently 
and very short lead times can usually be offered. 


unpin iipuiiig 

Empire Engineering Company (Manchester) Limited 

Empire Works, Russell Street, Farnworth, Bolton, Lancashire, BL4 9AT 

Telephone 01204 576301 Facsimile 01204 862027 

___ / 


Training Services 

Contact BTG for all your 
customised training needs 


Management Training 

Fork Lift Truck Operator Training 

First Aid at Work 

NVQ Assessments in the 
Workplace 

Engineering Multi Skilling 
Customer Service 



Health and Safety 

Health & Safety at Work 3 day 

Health & Safety Awareness 
Training (CITB) 

Safety Passport 
Slinging and Lifting 

Modern Apprenticeships 

Engineering 
Light Vehicle Mech and Elec Systems 
Administration 

Pitman Training Centre 

Typing 
Shorthand 
Word processing 
Computing 
Book keeping 


BTG TRAINING SERVICES LTD 

The Hurst Building, Horwich Business Park, 
Chorley New Road, Horwich BL6 5UE 

Tel: 01204 696744 Fax: 01204 669217 
24 Hour Sales Line 01204 667664 

We offer free parking facilities, modern lecture facilities 
& include buffet lunch. Courses are covered by the 
Health & Safety Executive and other awarding bodies. 
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Certificate No 247/93 



Training Services 




Rccbok Stadium 


These are some of the courses we provide 


















































Bullion Security 


Hazel Bottom Road, Crumpsail, Manchester,M8 OGQ 
Tel: 0161 203 4489 
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Heat Transfer Pressing (Transfer or Reflective Tape) 
Contract Packing Specialists (Kimble Tagging, Folding, Bagging) 
Quality Checks on Imports • Remedial Work 
Contract Sewing (Lingerie Trade) • Bow Making 
Swing Ticket Specialists • Packing Embellishments 
Ribbon Supplied and Fused 

Unit 3A Royal House, Tennyson Street, Bolton BL1 3HW 
Telephone/Fax 01204 370228 
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Lytham Assembley Rooms 
Dicconson Terrace 
Lytham, Lancashire, FY8 sjY 
Tel: 01253 731824 Fax: 01253 731823 

Arrow are the official publishers of the Reebok Stadium Book 


Graphic Design, Advertising, Photography, Interiors / Exhibitions, 
WWW Design, Architectural Concept Planning 


ATOM are proud to be the graphic designers for 
Bolton Wanderers Football Club and the Reebok Stadium 


07000 560456 
























Mike Trevena 

Atom Design Associates 


Left to right: Internal signage system visuals, utilising the Stadium logo. Stadium/BWFC 
branded wine bottles. Visuals showing how external signage could be applied using the 
floodlight mast and diamond shapes. 



996 saw the start of many changes for BWFC, the most significant of 
1 which was, of course, the move to a new home. From the initial 
plans, it was obvious that the visual impact of the stadium on the 
landscape and the local community was going to be immense. 
Never in its 102 illustrious years had the Club had the opportunity 
to make such a bold statement of its ambitions. It was at this stage 
that designs were submitted by Atom Design Associates with the 
intention of carrying this statement into the next millennium. 


Today’s emblem, designed by Mike Trevena of Atom, was chosen as a 
reflection of excitement and celebration, and was directly inspired 
by the visual images of supporters celebrating, with scarves and 
flags, Bolton’s trip to Wembley for the Coca Cola cup final and the 
ongoing atmosphere on the team’s return to Burnden Park. The 
ribbons, which bring movement, colour and excitement to the new 
emblem, are distinctive, unique and instantly recognisable, and are 
seen as being an integral part of any future marketing and club 
promotion. 

Designers Atom have also taken full advantage of one of the Stadium’s 
most distinctive architectural features: its floodlights. The now 
familiar diamond shape has provided an extremely strong visual 
image and it has been used to identify the Reebok stadium and its 
various ‘products’. The diamond shape and ribbons lends itself to 


a host of applications ranging from internal signage systems such 
as those in the Middlebrook exhibition centre and function suites, 
to embossing on bars and a custom-designed pattern on carpeting. 

Throughout the ‘launch’ and ongoing promotion of the Reebok Stadium 
and its ancillary facilities, all promotional material and graphics 
have made strong use of the new identity. 
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The ultimate goal. 


Ian Anthony 

Ian Anthony (Bolton) Ltd. 141/149 Bradshawgate, Bolton BL2 IBP Tel: 01204 399 633 
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Press Facilities - 


Alan Fullelove - 
Press & PR Officer 



I n my capacity as Press Officer for Bolton Wanderers Football Club, I 
was given the task of designing and overseeing the installation of 
journalistic and photographic press facilities at the Reebok 
Stadium. 

With almost 20 years experience of working in press boxes as a feature 
writer on various sports magazines and as a radio sports reporter, 

I was able to base my recommendations on practical first hand 
knowledge. 

As far as I was concerned there were two major considerations to be 
borne in mind. Firstly that the football club should provide a clean, 
functional and comfortable working environment for the media. 
Secondly that seating within the press box area itself should allow 
ease of access and egress without unnecessary disturbance to 
fellow journalists. 

Both these points were readily taken on board by the Wanderers’ 
directors and the result is that working conditions for the media 
visiting The Reebok Stadium are recognised as being among the 
finest in the country. 


Match action pictures are wired 
direct from The Reebok into the 
newspaper office. 



International, national, regional and local journalists representing 
newspapers, magazines, radio and TV are based on the third floor 
of the main West stand. This area is accessed by lift or stairs from 
the main reception area and the media has use of two spacious 
rooms before the game, at half-time and post-match. Adequate 
refreshments are available to visiting pressmen from an hour before 
kick-off and this is certainly welcomed by those who may have 
travelled for several hours by road or rail to the game. 

Press stewards are on hand to direct journalists to one or other of the 
70 seats in the working area of the press box. The stewards also 
supply programmes and team changes along with any other 
relevant information that may be required. 

Each seat at the desk space in the working area of the Reebok Stadium 
press box is fitted with both electrical power points and a telephone 
line. Several national newspapers have installed their own 
telephone points in the box while radio and television positions 
have been provided with modern ISDN, broadcast quality 
equipment. Very little, if anything, has been ignored from the 
original plan submitted to the board. 

That is very definitely the case when one considers facilities at the 
Reebok for press photographers. 

Based in the Stadium’s North-East tunnel, some 40 press photographers 
can be accommodated in the photographer’s wire-room. From this 
base pictures can be wired to newspaper offices all over the world 
using one or other of the 21 wire points provided by the club. 


Press articles, reports and pictiyes play a major role in developing and 
maintaining interest in the game of professional football. No other 
sport can command as many column inches or hours of airtime. 
That is particularly true with the blanket coverage now given by Sky 
Television and TV facilities received a great deal of consideration as 
the Reebok Stadium was being developed. 

BBC, Sky and Granada were all involved in several meetings to decide 
and approve parking areas for outside broadcast vehicles, routes 
for running camera and sound cables, size and accessibility of 
overhead camera gantry, position of permanent TV studio and 
post-match interview area and the number and exact positions of 
camera points around the playing area. 

The outcome of the hours of time and effort is, we believe, a Stadium 
that is media friendly and one that provides a clean, comfortable 
working environment for all press representatives be they in 
newspapers, radio or television. 


Local, national and international journalists have a stunning view of the action. 
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Timber ST Sheet Material Merchants 


Thousands of doors always in stock. 

Large selection of timber always available up to 12 W x I2" 
cross section lengths up to 24 feet 

Call in and see our wide selection of timber and complete range of 
mouldings and headings in both softwood and hardwood. 

Beautiful laminated floors - Top floor laminated flooring in HDF. 

Complete range of staircase components in: 

Mahogany, Hemlock and Pine. 

Door locks St furniture • Hardware • Fastners St fixings Paints St 
varnishes • Electrical products • Wooden St plastic guttering • 
Tools St accessories • Roofing felts 
Rockwool insulation Plastic guttering, and everything for the 
DIY enthusiast 


LIVERPOOL ROAD, ASHTON IN MAKERFIELD, WIGAN, WN4 OYU 
TEL: 01942 724422 FAX: 01942 271091 
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PARTITIONING & CEILING CONTRACTORS 
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TheVisitorCentre - 


Peter Jones, Chairman of Orbit Developments; 
Michael Heseltine, Deputy Prime Minister; Gordon 
Hargreaves, Chairman BWFC and Nat Lofthouse, 
President of Bolton Wanderers. 


Tom Hall 

Visitor Centre Manager 


Secondly, within the Visitor Centre an exact size ‘hospitality suite’ was 
constructed. From here companies could experience a typical 
executive suite furnished and decorated to accommodate ten 
corporate guests on matchdays. It obviously did the trick as all 24 of 
the first phase suites and 22 of the second phase suites in the Eastern 
Nat Lofthouse Stand were sold prior to opening. 

The Visitor Centre also showed the Football Club’s commitment to the 
Bolton Wanderers supporters all of whom had their own particular 
queries regarding moving into the new Stadium some 5 miles away 
from Burnden Park. 

The sheer size and height of the new Stadium proved ominous for many 
fans. At Burnden Park the ‘highest’ seat in the Stadium corresponded 
to a back seat in the lower tier at the new Reebok Stadium. No Bolton 
Wanderers fans had ever sat as ‘high’ to watch a home game as was 
offered by the upper tier seats at the new venue. And of course all 
fans had to make the decision of whether to choose an upper tier or 
lower tier seat without having the opportunity to get inside the new 
Stadium. Visits into the new stands would not only prove dangerous 
but also could slow down the building progress which was on a 
critical path. 

Most days the Centre attracted around 250-350 visitors with weekends 
sometimes achieving 1,500 especially when Bolton were playing in 
the South of England. Many spectators would pay a daily visit. One 
particular fan came every weekday with his dog, sandwiches and 
flask, right through both summer and winter. 


Matthew Browns Matty' 
and Bolton's Lofty'join 
forces to help in the 
building of the new 
Stadium. 


I n December 1996 a Visitor Centre opened on the new Stadium site. By 
this date the structural steelwork was well underway and the building 
site was attracting many visitors, especially at weekends. The Visitor 
Centre had a number of purposes but primarily the Centre was to:- 
• keep visitors off the building site for safety reasons; 

• show Bolton Wanderers fans plans and artists drawings of the new 
Stadium; 

# display an illuminated scale model of the Stadium; 

• promote the ‘End of an Era* initiatives underway at Burnden Park; 

• answer season ticket enquiries and explain how fans would be 
relocated into the new Stadium. 

The Visitor Centre had two other key functions. Firstly, on the roof of the 
building was a mock-up section from the main stands of the new 
Stadium. This allows fans to sample not only the quality of the 
seating, but also the viewing position and space between the rows 
of seats. 


The Visitor Centre stayed open 7 days a week from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm 
in winter and until 7.30 pm in the summer months. Most days a staff 
of three were on hand to answer questions and on numerous 
occasions the first team players would call up to watch progress. 

The Centre also hosted some V.I.P. visits. Michael Heseltine toured the 
Stadium in January 1997 and held his press conference in the 
hospitality suite. Prime Minister John Major was there in April 1997 as 
part of his election tour. Only one hour before the Prime Minister’s 
visit David Singleton, President of Reebok and Gordon Hargreaves, 
Chairman of Bolton Wanderers had signed a multi year, multi million 
pound contract to name the Stadium The Reebok Stadium. 

Late 1996 saw the visit of Millard Ochs, President of Warner Brothers 
International. Although Millard showed an interest in naming the 
Stadium ‘The Warner Stadium’ he was pipped at the post by Reebok. 

At weekends Lofty the lion was the star attraction, especially for younger 
fans. Lofty was to meet his long lost cousin Matty the lion at the 
Visitor Centre on the day the Stadium signed a 10 year Brewery 
Contract with Matthew Brown Pic. 

In early September 1997 the Visitor Centre closed for business and was 
quickly transformed into new offices for the Clubs football and 
community staff. It had done its job well. 

Following from the success achieved and interest shown a permanent 
new Visitor Centre, complete with Lecture Theatre, is expected to 
open adjoining the Reebok Club Shop during 1998. 



Prime Minister John Major visits the Reebok Stadium. 
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By December the pitch is well established. 


T he month of December is a welcome month to the building trade, Christmas parties and a two week shutdown 
to come. Well, one out of two in 1996 wasn’t bad and I’m sure that the Georgian House and The Bromilow did 
not complain. 

Site work progressed at a rate consistent with the requirements of the programme, whilst in the background Birse 
Construction and Bolton Wanderers continued to talk tactics and requirements for the second half of 
the game. 

The progress up to Christmas had mainly concentrated on the substructure works and with it the structural steel 
frame. The period post Christmas would see the emphasis of the project change to the superstructure and 
with it the drive to obtain a watertight building. 

The 1996 stage of the project had provided us all with the opportunity to experience the demands that were to 
be made of us come 1997, it was only to be hoped that the site team would return from the festive period 
with enough character and resolve to ensure completion. 
























The drive to obtain a watertight building 


Left: Propping the roof steel work. 



The South Stand takes shape. 
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Jarvis 

International 

Hotel 


Situated near Bolton, Wigan and Manchester and 
close to the M61, M62 and the M6 motorways, 
the Jarvis International is the ideal location for 
your meeting. And with 11 conference rooms and 
well equipped health and leisure club, it’s the 
place for both business and pleasure. 


Jarvis International Hotel 

Manchester Road, Blackrod, Bolton, Lancashire BL6 5RU 
Tel: 01942 814 598 Fax: 01942 813 427 


Commended 

Bolton 


Pre- match menu available for all Bolton Wanderers matches 


© 

Worn nviPt Hospttauty 

Hotels 


Rccbok Stadium 


HORWICH 

sewing 


LIMITED 


A Bolton company involved in the 
manufacture of Shortlife Workwear, 
employing 400 people throughout Europe. 

Best wishes to the Wanderers on their 
move to the 

Rccbok ^ Stadium 


HORWICH 

sewing 


LIMITED 


Moss Lane, Off Station Road 
Blackrod, Bolton, Lancs. BL6 5JB 

Tel: 01204 690280 Fax: 01204 669168 
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There’s another great 
team in Bolton 



Suppliers of Copiers & Digital Printers to Bolton Wanderers F.C. 


ncs The other great team 


. CANON COURT, II INSTITUTE STREET, BOLTON BLI I PZ, TEL: 01204 373337 FAX: 01204 370991. 
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^^ Concrete Drilling and Sawing 
To The Construction Industry 

Concrete T 

DRILLING Unit P8, Bolton Enterprise Centre, 

SERVICES Lincoln Mill > Washington Street, Bolton, BL3 5EY 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Tel: 01204 524262 Fax: 01204 535995 Mobile: 0850 919336 


I 1 


For all your engineering and industrial staff requirements 


MPIRE EMPORARY TAFF 


601 Bury Road, Bolton BL2 6HZ 
Tel: (01204) 525263/373563 Fax: (01204) 373563 
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Tomorrow s Technology Today 


.noloc 


Suppliers of Digital/Black/Full Colour 

Photocopiers & Printers 

Facsimiles and Office Supplies 


Unit UW5. Britannia Business Park 
Union Road. Tonge Valley. Bolton B12 2HG 

Tel: 01204 371188 
F^X; 01204 370737 





















Colin Todd 
Manager BWFC 


I t isn’t everybody that is given the opportunity to be part of history in 
the making. And yet, with the construction and opening of our 
magnificent Reebok Stadium, that is just what happened to everyone 
connected with this football club. 

We have all - players, staff and supporters - contributed to the making of 
history. We have all been in at the birth of a new and exciting era for 
Bolton Wanderers and, in years to come, we will tell our children and 
grandchildren that we were there. 

Looking back, I can say that I was there when the first sod was cut and 
we were all talking about our ‘Field of Dreams’. Now that dream has 
been lifted off the architect’s drawing board and is a reality. 


Colin Todd and coach, Phil Brown, 
concentrate on the Reebok action. 



I cannot begin to explain how everyone in the dressing room felt on that 
first night, September ist 1997, as we prepared for the game against 
Everton. Not only were we back in the Premier League, we had been 
provided with home surroundings that have to be the envy of just 
about every other club. Credit for that must go to the Chairman and 
his board of directors who have lived with the Stadium concept for 
something like ten years and more. 

What their foresight has given me as a manager is a Stadium that is 
attractive to footballers. Players want to come and play at The Reebok 
as evidenced by the quality signings I have been able to make during 
the close and early part of this season. That can only be good for 
Bolton football in the long term. 

We have been provided with an excellent playing surface that suits the 
type of passing game we like to play. I spent several seasons playing 
on the mud that used to be The Baseball Ground in Derby. I do not 
need to tell you how I feel about the importance of a good pitch. 

We also have a Stadium constructed to FIFA and UEFA recommendations 
so everything at The Reebok meets with the full approval of football’s 
governing bodies. From the excellent dressing room accommodation, 
with home and away warm-up areas attached, to the separate tunnels 
by which the teams enter the arena, all the facilities are top quality. 

It took some getting used to at first and the opening two or three games 
were a bit like playing away from home, but we have adapted. The 
atmosphere generated by the supporters has helped in that respect. 
The way the Stadium is constructed keeps the sound inside the 
arena and believe me the players know when the fans get behind 
them. It is a terrific sensation. 

Over the coming months and years the Reebok Stadium will host pop 
concerts, conferences and exhibitions as the management seek to 
maximise the facilities available. 

But football is what Bolton Wanderers is primarily concerned with and, 
having been given a superb stage on which to perform, we will all be 
going flat out to achieve the success we all want. 
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DISCOUNT 

OFFICE 


°s 


*0 


>7X, 


FURNITURE 


THIS IS NOT A SALE WE ALWAYS SELL AT 
THESE PRICES! 


FIVE MILL FLOORS FULL 
OF BARGAINS 


MASSES OF 2ND HAND OFFICE 
FURNITURE AVAILABLE 


G F Pennington & Sons Ltd 
Fletcher Mill, Fletcher St., Bolton 

Tel: 01204 529254/525769 Fax: 01204 364651 


Available in:- Mahogany 
Light Grey, Limed Oak 


Available in:- Mahogany, 
Light Grey, Limed Oak 


Available in:- Light Grey, 
Coffee & Cream 


PRICES EXCLUSIVE OF VAT 

5 YEAR MECHANICAL GUARANTEE 
MANY, MANY MORE ITEMS 
STOCK NOT SHOWN 


Pennington 


Stacking 

ONLY £7.49 Each 


DESKS CHAIRS FILING CABINETS 
CUPBOARDS SAFES CLOTHES 
LOCKERS STACKING 
CHAIRS CANTEEN 
FURNITURE 
and many, 
many more 



HALIFAX 


PROPERTY SERVICES 

Bolton’s Number 
One Premier League 
Estate Agent 

Comprehensive marketing service 
Free market appraisal 
Experienced local staff 
Nationwide coverage 
Residential lettings and management 
Land and new homes division 
Distinctive and country homes 
Accompanied viewing service 


Working harder to sell 
your property 
Discover the difference 



MAKE THIS 
TO m GOAL in 
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L 

EASY TO ASSEMBLE, A CHILD CAN DO IT! 


10 sizes in one bag 




per weekend 
To Hire = £45.00 per week 


The Goal we have been waiting for endorsed by 


Schools 
F.A.Coaohlng 
Football 
Parti 
Cluba 


PORTOGOAL, MADE 
FROM HIGH IMPACT PV.C.a. 

THE GOAL THAT’S MADE 
WITH YOUR CHILD’S 
SAFETY AT HEART. 

LIGHT, PORTABLE EASY TO 
ASSEMBLE 


FREESTAND FOR USE ON 
ANY SURFACE. 


FOR HOME USE IN YOUR 
OWN GARDEN, OR ON 
HOLIDAY 


WILL FIT INTO A FAMILY 
SIZED CAR 


Call Our Hotline on 

,0410 898303 fax 01942 842707 , 
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GOLDEN GAMBLE 






Bolton Wanderers Football club 1997/8 Season 

Back Row L-R: Nicky Spooner, John Sheridan, PerFrandsen, Andy Todd, Neil Cox, Keith Branagan, Matthew Glennon, Gavin Ward, Nathan Blake, Scott Taylor, Simon Coleman, Alan Thompson 
Middle Row L-R: Ewan Simpson (physio), Stephen McAnespie, John McGinlay, Chris Fairclough, Gerry Taggart, Hasney Aljofree, Mark Fish, Greg Strong, Stuart Whitehead, Martin Doherty, Lee Potter, Peter Beardsley, Scott Sellars, Colin Dyson (kitman) 
Front Row L-R: Steve Carroll (coach), Michael Johansen, Arnar Gunnlaugsson, Gudni Bergsson, Colin Todd. Jamie Pollock, Dean Holdsworth, Jimmy Phillips, Phil Brown (coach). Missing: Robbie Elliott, Mike Whitlow 





E 9 



IS 1 


fi: 1 

■V 
















































ItANCE ft IEIC ESTER' 




Rcczbok Stadium 

























































asi ">u»n K «■ mmQK r CIURTONC 

































tsl \POx> 



htt 



UmlS&L. 

xompupar.co.uk 


Wortd dass Systems Integration in Bolton. 
Business partners to the worlds 
leaders in technology 

Who came with us 

1993 Lotus Microsoft 4 ^ x 

Lotus Microsoft, IBM, Novell 
Education in Bolton (first 1000 people) 
Internet / Intranet hosting in Bolton f 1 "* 
Partners to Digital I XUS-; 

\ ' / 

k 

World class clients 

Woolworth, Nuclear Electric, Vertex, CSC, Bolton 
Blackburn MBC, CIS, RIVA Systems Ltd, W&J Leigh, 
Environment Agency, ADT Security, Lever Bros 


1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 


/ 


Like the 

Rccbok Stadium 



also chose Bolton” 

Stan Broadhurst (Director) 

CompuPar Ltd, Sun Alliance House, Bradshawgate, 
Bolton, Lancashire, BLi lQR 
Tel: 01204 531131 Fax: 01204 525151 
Email: sales@compupar.co.uk 
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Permanently Lo* Prices 

Forever 

www.asda.co.uk 



MIDDLEBROOK PARK, HORWICH. 


OPENING TIMES 


Monday to Wednesday 8am - 10pm. 
Thursday and Friday 8am - 11pm. 
Saturday 8am - 10pm. Sunday 1 lam - 5pm. 






WORLD CLASS 
IN DEFENCE 
& ATTACK 


Lostock Lane, Lostock, 


Telephone: 01204 690551 




Matra BAe Dynamics is Europe s leading 
guided weapons company. 

Matra BAe Dynamics is also located in Bristol & Stevenage. 
www.bae.co.uk 
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DEACON & JONES 

Chartered Quantity Surveyors 

- -A 

Operating in United Kingdom - Spain - Portugal - 
France - Belgium - Germany - Switzerland - Austria 
- Eire - Israel - Hong Kong - USA 

- m 
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Project Managers 

Chartered Quantity Surveyors 

Development Cost Consultants 

— m 

0 

Deajon House, Bolton Road, Bradshaw, Bolton BL2 3EU 
Telephone: 01204 309121 Facsimile: 01204 594696 

29 Thurloe Street, South Kensington, London SW7 2LQ 
Telephone: 0171 581 4018 Facsimile: 0171 225 0607 


SECURITY 

LIGHTING 


Manufacturers of 
reliable high quality 
security lighting 
equipment 
and CCTV sensors 

GJD LIMITED 

Kestrel House 
Folds Road, Bolton 
Telephone: 01204 363998 
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PIUONOT6H STREET 


SHAW STREET, BOLTON, BL3 6HT 
TIL: 01204 520265 FAX: 01204 38616 


LARGEST SHOWROOM 
IN I III AH I A - OVER 50 
FIREPLACES ON 
DISPLAY 


CFMRLDARX BOLTON'S PREMIER FIRFPL VO SHOW ROOM 
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he turning of the year saw the project reach a stage of construction 
which signified that even after six months of hard work, the site 
team had made commendable progress. The next eight months of 
the project would always be the most crucial of the project, but in 
more ways than one the foundations for completion had already 
been laid. 

There was still a considerable amount of design work to be completed 
and with it the final interiors scheme for the by now fully subscribed 
executive areas. The period was to draw on the resources and 
character of all the site team and the completion would require a 
display of effort and resilience from all involved. 
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Over the next eight months the project would test many of the strong 
willed and would effect the lives of all those committed to the 
scheme. The Stadium would be responsible for many a late night 
and weekend, and with it would put a strain on the home lives of 
the team. Of course the effort would be rewarded by the ultimate 
completion but the time lost with families would be lost forever. 

The project entered a phase of focusing on the buildings external 
appearance; cladding, brickwork/blockwork and roofing. In the 
same stage the roof steelwork became fully positioned and the 
huge steel masts that would site the stadiums floodlighting would 
be positioned. 

Contracting can be frought with problems and to say the project was 
devoid of any would not give the credit to the site staff who dealt 
with each and everyone. The magnitude of the co-ordination of 
tasks and the requirement to ensure activities were completed by 
due dates required a high level of management skills. Sometimes 
management is not always about how well you can plan and 
organise, but it is also how best to deal with one off instances as 
and when they arrive. 

Site motivation was kept to as high a level as possible with continued 
visits to the local taverns and regular five a side tournaments. 
Our performances varied in quality terms but on occasion Colin 
Todd may have had the opportunity to view some new talent. 
Apparently, Colin could not manage to observe our Monday night 
efforts as he was then preoccupied with the talents of a former 
England World Cup star playing in the North East of England. 


The steelwork starts to span the corners. 
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Props hold up the roof 


Over the next eight months the project 
would test many of the strong willed and 
would affect the lives of all those 
committed to the scheme 























N.W. ELECTRICAL DIESEL & FILTER 
SERVICES LTD 


Manchester Road, Bolton Tel: 01204 532032 


BOSCH 

SERVICE 


SERVICE • REPAIRS • MOT'S 

Bosch Trained Technicians 

Diesel/Auto Electrical Specialist 
All makes Petrol/Diesel Service/Repairs including 
Vans and Light Commercials 

• Fuel Pumps and Injector Recon Service • Diagnostic Centre 
• Vehicle Security • Collection/Delivery arranged 
• Large Parts Dept/Discount Prices • 

• Trade Enquiries Welcome • 



Unit SO Bradley Hall Trading Estate 
Bradley Lane, Standish, 

Greater Manchester 
WN6 OXQ. 

TELEPHONE: 01 257 427500 
FACSIMILE: 01 257 79421 O 
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DERBY ST. GLAZING 

GLASS CUT TO SIZE 
24 HR CALL-OUT SERVICE 
365 DAYS A YEAR 

WINDOW FRAMES SUPPLIED/FITTED 
INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 

FREE ESTIMATES 


TEL: 01204 388788 / 0374 984808 




Wigan Road, Westhoughton, Bolton, Lancashire BL5 2EE 
Tel: 01942 815600 Fax: 01942 815115 




MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY 
LIMOUSINES AND HEARSES 



































David Oswin 
Project Manager 
Watson Steel 


T he opening of the new Reebok Stadium at the start of the 1997 
season marked an important milestone in the history of the Club 
and its association with Watson Steel. 

Bolton Wanderers are of course a founding member of the football 
league and have been established in the town for over a hundred 
years. Watson’s started life in 1933 as Robert Watson & Company 
(Constructional Engineers) Limited and became part of the newly 
formed construction group AMEC in 1982, after previously merging 
with Fairclough Civil Engineering in 1979. 

Watson Steel Limited is now one of the largest structural steelwork 
companies in the U.K. and has a reputation for innovative 
engineering and high quality structures. 

Apart from the recent involvement on the Reebok Stadium, Watsons have 
carried out major contracts recently in France, Japan and Hong Kong. 
The skills of the workforce, mostly Bolton Wanderers fans, have been 
sold strongly to clients at home and abroad, and the reputation of 
the town remains high in no small part as a result of this. 

Watson’s involvement with the Club extends back many years, from the 
establishment of their first works in the town in the 1930’s . The 
new Reebok Stadium represents the fruition of this longstanding 
relationship, but Watsons have also been involved in construction 
work at the Burnden Park ground since the 1950’s. 


The main floodlight towers were designed and built by Robert Watson 
& Company Limited in 1956 and some of the engineers who worked 
on that project are still with Watson Steel. 

A notable feature of the new stadium is the emphasis placed on 
spectator comfort and the refusal of the Club to compromise at the 
expense of their fans. The oval profile is dictated by the requirement 
to place no spectator further than 90m from the centre spot. This 
resulted in a 2 tier structure extending backwards, reducing to a 
short single tier at the corners to minimise the viewing distances. 
No columns were allowed within the seating areas and this resulted 
in the clear spanning shell-like roof shapes. The structural form 
required to support such a roof was particularly complex. 

A decision was made to take Watson Steel Limited on board as part of 
the design team, working with the Club and their appointed 
Architects, Lobb plus Civil Engineering Design Consultants, Deakin, 
Callard & Partners. This decision was taken on the basis of 
preliminary design and pricing work carried out by Watsons with 
regard to the roof structure, in conjunction with the Architect and 
the Club. The requirement for clean lines meant that a fully site 
welded roof structure was essential and the skills necessary to 
achieve this were available across the road at Watson Steel. 

Apart from the 2000 tonnes of tubular steel in the roof, there are 3000 
tonnes of conventional steelwork in the terracing, and this package 
of work was won by Watson Steel in open competition. 

Watson’s eventual contract of £7 million for the design and construction 
of all structural steelwork represents approximately 25% of its 
overall value. The main contract was awarded to Birse Construction 
Limited and Watson Steel Limited were then employed by Birse as 
a nominated sub-contractor. 

It is worth considering how the roof structure works; the geometry of 
the stadium is on an elliptical footprint which leads to a curved roof 
profile, reducing to the corners as the height of terracing reduces. 

The structural solution of the roof works with the geometry by using 
inclined place trusses, springing from supports outside the corners. 
The orientation of the truss, when transposed onto the curved roof 
surface ensures it is positioned towards the front edge for most of 
its length, thus optimising the roof loading between the truss and 
the rear columns. 


The intersection of the trusses at the corners results in the large pylon 
structures which transfer all the roof loading down to ground. 
Whilst the structure resembles a suspension bridge, most of the 
load is carried by the bottom boom of the trusses acting as an arch 
between the lower raking pylon members. This results in horizontal 
forces at the thrust blocks at ground level of over 1000 tonnes. 

The 600mm diameter x 40mm thick top boom does carry a proportion 
of the load and this causes large tension forces in the upper pylon 
legs. Because the truss is inclined there is a tendency for the top 
boom to fall towards the pitch. This is prevented by 50mm tie bars 
splaying out to the roof beams lower down. 

The corner pylons are over 50m high and formed from tubes 1000mm 
diameter x 35mm thick. The thickness increases to 90mm at the 
connection to the intersecting bottom booms where forces of up to 
2000 tonnes must be catered for. 

Construction required the roof steelwork to be temporarily propped off 
the lower stands until the roof girders were welded up. At that point 
the roof was de-jacked in a controlled sequence to transfer the load 
from the props into the main girders. This process involved lowering 
the roof by 300mm - a figure predicted by calculation and achieved 
on site. 

The stadium is a landmark structure and thought to be unique in the 
solution used to support the roof. Its striking appearance is much 
admired and, as well as its role as a stadium, it acts as a magnet in 
attracting business to the area. 

There is no doubt that the relationship between Bolton Wanderers 
Football Club and Watson Steel Limited has helped greatly in 
ensuring the success of this prestigious project. 


Floodlight tower 
ready for take off. 
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Westhoughton Gun Ciub 



Tel: 01942 812022 


“Good Luck Bolton Wanderers in your new home. ” 


ff corn Textile Agency 


K- , 







Came House, Markland Hill, Bolton. Lancs. BL1 5AP 

Tel: 01204 840222 Fax: 01204 840777 


Specialist suppliers of Textiles for the 
Home including embroidered bedding in 
duvet covers, sheets and pillowcases 
(design featured SHANGHAI). 

Co-ordinating Kitchen ranges (Aprons. 
Oven Gloves, Tea-Towels and Placemats) 
in a wide range of designs. 

A full range of childrens licensed novelty 
designs for velour towels, robes and 
facecloths, including Barbie, Thomas the 
Tank Engine, Postman Pat, Wallace & 
Grommit and Noddy. 

Printed velour beach towels for Calvin 
Klein, Barbie and Speedo. 

Congratulations to Bolton Wanderers on 
their new "State of the art " stadium and 
wishing the club success in the future. 
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FIREPLACES DIRECT 


Manufacturers of 

Solid Wood, Marble & Cast Iron Fireplaces 



132 Wigan Lane, 
WiganWNI 2LE 
Tel: 01942 244366 


Opening Hours 
Fri 10-5 - Sat 10-4 
MON 10-5 





SERVICE & SUPPLY OF ALL MAKES 
OF FIRE EQUIPMENT 

Fire Alarms & 




Lighting 


Morris Green Business Park, Prescott Street] 
Tel: 01204 497305 Fax: 01204 432797 
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Day Sponsorships - More than just Football 

Terry Holland 

Commercial Manager BWFC 



There are a number of sponsorship opportunities available at Bolton Wanderers each one bringing value for money. 

Match Sponsorship 


When you sponsor a match at the Reebok your package will include the following: 


U ndoubtedly the Reebok Stadium is the finest in the United Kingdom and is the home of 
the famous Bolton Wanderers Football Club one of the founder members of the football 
league a club that has always been at the forefront of change. 

As we enter the 21st century we have the ideal setting for football business and pleasure. 
The Reebok is the perfect venue for watching Britain’s number one sport. 

Here at Bolton Wanderers you will find a professional and dedicated commercial team at 
your service that can provide you with a full range of packages tailor made to suit all 
requirements. 

In today’s world of commerce sport is big business and for companies wishing to boost their 
profile the excitement of F.A. Premier League together with the success, Bolton 
Wanderers have achieved, offers unrivalled possibilities. 

The sponsorship opportunities at the Reebok Stadium guarantee your company a high 
profile, whilst allowing you to combine, business with pleasure by entertaining clients, 
employees or even family and friends in true executive style. 


• Reserved car parking spaces 

• Champagne reception in the Sponsors Box 

• Guided tour of state of the art Reebok Stadium 

• Matchday Host/Hostess 

• Fully stocked bar for pre-match drinks (not inclusive) 

• Silver Service meal with wine (inclusive) 

• Exclusive match seats in VIP area (sorry no smoking) 

• Half-time refreshments / Full-time refreshments 

• Public address acknowledgement 

• Electronic scoreboard acknowledgement 

• In-house television acknowledgement 

• Perimeter board Match Sponsor acknowledgement 

• Full colour - Half page advertisement in Matchday programme 

• Complimentary Matchday programme and Matchday gift 


In addition you will be able to chat to the Legendary Nat Lofthouse O.B.E. also in attendance we have our ex captain and team 
colleague of Nat’s Roy Hartle along with ex Wanderer Peter Nicholson. 

Matches at the Reebok are graded depending on the opposing team please refer to the fixture list for individual match grades. 
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FOUR LANE ENDS 
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Specialists 


WIGAN ROAD 




ST HELENS ROAD 


Town Centre ► 


bellcharm 


578 St Helens Road, Bolton 

01204 64150 


bellcharm 

4 Wigan Road, Bolton 

01204 665103 
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Don’t miss the 
Reebok 
experience 



Sponsor's Lounge 


Matchball Sponsorship 

Match Ball Sponsorship gives you the ideal opportunity to entertain up to 

Ten guests at a highly cost effective rate. Your package includes: - 

• Reserved car parking space 

• Matchday Host/Hostess 

• Full buffet lunch with one bottle of wine (inclusive) 

• Exclusive match seats in VIP area (sorry no smoking) 

• Half-time refreshments/ Full-time refreshments 

• Presentation of signed football 

• Acknowledgement in the Matchday Programme and 

Scoreboard , , , 

• Complimentary Matchday programme and Matchday gift 

After the game Nat Lofthouse and Roy Hartle will present you with the signed Matchball as a memento of your 
day at the Reebok. 

Programme Advertising 

The new re-styled Bolton Wanderers match day programme is excellent value for money for any company 
using it to relate their message to the public at large, with an average sale of 10,000 programmes per 
game. This has got to be value for money. 

Our prices are highly competitive and cover all first team matches played throughout the season. 


Player Sponsorship 

Have your company name or individual name associated with one of our Players in the Matchday Programme 
for the season. An ideal way to promote your business and also to have the opportunity to meet your 
sponsored player with commemorative gift and photo to mark the occasion. 

Perimeter Advertising 

Perimeter advertising is one of the most dynamic and cost effective forms of advertising today, not only is 
ground side advertising seen by the supporters within the Stadium but with the Wanderers extensive 
media coverage this means that your message could be seen in local, regional, and national newspapers 
as well as on national television. Put your name in front of them. 

We have positions available around the perimeter of the playing surface as well as positions on the 
stand fascias. 

Sportsmans Dinner 

During the season Bolton Wanderers will be holding a number of their very popular and extremely entertaining 
sporting dinners over the years these have proved highly successful evenings with top speakers from the 
sporting and entertainment world. 

Along with our own Nat Lofthouse O.B.E. and other celebrities from all walks of life. It is an evening not to be 
missed The Platinum Suite here at the Reebok can provide dinners for up to 350 guests in excellent 
surroundings. 

Golf Day 

The Bolton Wanderers golf day is highly popular and sought after by companies. The day includes a stableford 
competition, which includes teams of four with one being a Bolton Wanderers player. These are played 
on one of our local 18 hole golf courses coupled with mini competitions throughout the day followed in 
the evening by dinner, prize presentation and entertainment by top speakers from the world of sport and 
entertainment. 

The Reebok 

Our facilities at the Reebok are unrivalled anywhere in the country. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to 
sample all that is best of Bolton Wanderers. We can accommodate groups large and small and adjust our 
packages to suit your individual needs and requirements. 

We feel sure that you will find just the right kind of facility to suit you, but if not, then please call us with your 
special requests. 

On and off the field we are here to serve and entertain you with the best of sporting action and hospitality. 

Don’t miss the Reebok experience. 
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LINKS EMBROIDERY 



Winners of Young Business Awards 1997 


Embroiderers of Distinction 
Supporting Bolton Wanderers F.C. 

• 

Embroidery of and Suppliers of 
Sports & Leisurewear, Uniforms, 
Towels, Badges, Caps & I lats. 

• 

Fast, Reliable Turnaround 
Design & Packaging Facilities 


Links Embroidery 
Links House 

Unit 2, Bridgebank Industrial Estate 
Taylor Street. Horwich, Bolton, BL6 5PX 
Tel/ Fax 01 204 668477 



For the best value water-borne adhesives and 
formulated chemical solutions. 

Morris Greenhalgh Ltd. Prince Street, Bolton. BL1 2NP 
Phone (01204) 366997 Fax(01204) 366998 
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Pork Pies Pasties Sausage Rolls Danish Pastries 



Sandwiches Cream Cakes 


Hampson's, Bolton's premier baker. 



Congratulations and good luck to 
Bolton Wanderers FC in your new stadium. 



















Day Membership Clubs 




O n matchdays the main Banqueting Suites at the Stadium offer 
excellent hospitality facilities for the two membership clubs available 
to the clubs corporate supporters. 

The Platinum Club 

The Platinum Club based in The Platinum Suite in the West Stand replaced 
the Executive Club facility at Burnden Park. It has proved to be popular 
both amongst individual supporters and companies who require a 
corporate hospitality facility. Members enter the Stadium via the main 
entrance with its impressive reception area with stairways or lifts 
providing access to level 2. A pre match buffet meal is set out in the 
Piazza Bar adjoining the luxurious Platinum Suite which enjoys an 
excellent view of the pitcfl and Stadium. Centrally situated cushioned 
match seating is reserved for members in either the lower tier or at the 
front of the upper tier. There is a pay bar facility and refreshment is 
provided at halftime. Window tables linked with prestigious balcony 
seating are separately marketed as part of a VIP matchday package 
for companies wishing to entertain guests at the Stadium. 


Right: 

The Lion of Vienna Suite. 

The Lion of Vienna Club 

In designing the layout for the Nat Lofthouse (East) Stand the Club decided 
to incorporate another large Banqueting Suite overlooking the pitch. 
As well as being a superb Conference and Banqueting facility the Suite 
is used as a base for a new membership club created for supporters. 
The concept was to create an informal club facility where members 
could relax and enjoy a drink before and after the match. The Suite 
was designed in a modern style incorporating split floor levels, an 
impressive bar and various dining areas. Additional fittings include a 
bank of televisions, a large screen television and central bistro style 
area also suitable for use as a dance floor. The Club decided to name 
the new facility after the club president, Nat Lofthouse OBE who 
became known as ‘The Lion of Vienna’ following his performance for 
England in Austria. Whilst all Wanderers supporters are aware that the 
name relates to Nat Lofthouse, many younger supporters may not be 
aware of the story behind the performance which earned Nat the title 
‘The Lion of Vienna’. 




The name originates from an Austria v England game in May 1952. Nat 
scored England’s first goal in an exciting match which was 2-2 with 
minutes to go. The ball was slipped through to Nat who thundered 
upfield in the Austrian half. The goalkeeper came racing forward and 
it was clear that he was going to clobber Nat. Fearless Lofthouse 
stayed until the last second to score with a typical power shot. Then 

.crash! In went the ball but out went Nat. Trainers rushed on to 

stretcher Nat off the field. At the touchline the bold Nat leapt off the 
stretcher to play out the last five minutes. Match over and the khaki - 
clad British troops, in their hundreds, poured onto the pitch to carry 
off the red shirted English. Desmond Hackett a sports journalist 
covering the game penned the description of Nat as ‘The Lion of 
Vienna’. 

Nat was delighted to have the new membership club named after him and 
proved to be of great assistance in promoting the facility to Wanderers 
supporters. Infact the lion presented to Nat many years earlier in 
recognition of his performance for England was used in publicity 
material and Nat presented members with an autographed framed 
photograph upon them joining the club. 


The Platinum Suite. 
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Another Premier Team 

As the leading supplier of asphalt 
and aggregates in the UK, Tarmac 
Quarry Products is proud to have 
been involved in the development 
of the Reebok Stadium and wish 
Bolton Wanderers F.C. every 
success in the future. 


Tarmac Quarry Products Ltd 

North West Region 
Moorcroft Lismore Road 
Buxton 

Derbyshire SKI 7 9AP 
Tel 01298 25441 


Tarmac 


Reebok Stadium 
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Middlebrook Exhibition Centre 



T o take advantage of the excellent strategic location of the Stadium 
it was decided to incorporate a purpose built Sports and Exhibition 
Centre within the design. 

The Middlebrook Exhibition Centre is located in the Nat Lofthouse 
(East) Stand and provides a total of around 35,000 sq. ft. of space 
on two levels. A landscaped band stand with spiral staircase 
provides easy and immediate access from the adjoining 
Middlebrook Leisure areas. 

The Centre doubles as a Sports Hall, and 55% of the occupancy 
periods are directed to sports participation activities. 

This will ensure that in addition to providing an excellent facility for 
Exhibitions the Centre will also be used for sports and leisure 
purposes to the benefit of the local community. 

The Exhibition Centre will complement the superb Conference and 
Banqueting facilities available at the Stadium and ensure that the 
venue becomes a Conference and Exhibition Centre of regional and 
national significance. 

The Centre has an imposing glazed frontage with public entranceways 
to either side and also incorporates two vehicular entrance doors 
for easy loading/unloading of equipment and displays. Each 
entrance lobby has a lift for access to the first floor in addition to 
the public stairways. 



Middlebrook Exhibition Centre 


Hugh Scully with 
the 1923 Cup Final 
photograph. 


The ground floor area totals approximately 20,000 sq ft and can be 
linked to the adjoining concourse which provides a further 
12,000 sq ft of space served by two catering concessions and 
additional toilet facilities. 

Additional space in the Conference/Banqueting Suites immediately 
above the centre can also be utilised if required. 

The Centre is ideal for public or trade exhibitions, product launches, 
fayres, shows, conference use or can be hired for sports such as 
basketball or netball. 

The opening event in the Exhibition Centre was the BBC Antiques 
Roadshow which took place in November 1997 and proved to be a 
tremendous success attracting over 2,000 visitors. 

The superb location of the venue combined with the fact that the 
Stadium has over 2,750 car spaces will ensure that many other 
successful events are to follow. Coupled with new local bus routes 
to the adjoining Middlebrook Leisure Area, not to mention the 
pending near by Rail Halt 


The BBC Antique Roadshow event. 
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Concrete pumped up to floor 3. 


The huge precast 
concrete terraces 
provided a shelter 
From the prevailing 
winds and rain as 
their progression 
continued into the 
upper floors of the 
south stand 


B y February it was finally starting to look like a stadium. Thousands 
of tons of concrete were pumped up to form the five floor levels 
that would eventually form the bowl. The Club had always insisted 
that internal access should be available on all five levels making 
the stadium quite unique compared to other stadia built as four 
individual stands. A real buzz went around the site when the 
massive floodlight masts started to arrive on site, we all knew they 
would be big but the sheer size and weight of these masts took 
your breath away. 



The North-East corner awaits completion. 


The steel 
frame 
construction 
began to 
span to the 
corners 
where the 
huge 
concrete 
foundations 
were 
reaching 
completion 



Mast foundation complete. 
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The steel framework of the masts. 


There is hardly anything in the world that some men cannot make a 
little worse and sell a little cheaper, and the people who consider 
price only are this mans lawful prey. 

When John Ruskin, the English philosopher, made this comment in the 
nineteenth century he could well have been passing comment on 
the wave of new football stadiums to be built in the twentieth 
century. 

February 1997 allowed the most cynical of football fans to realise that 
the Reebok Stadium would not be a cheap functional tin shed as 
its futuristic design began to take shape. 

The steel frame construction began to span to the corners where the 
huge concrete foundations were reaching completion. It was only 
a matter of time before the cladding would begin to close in around 
the frame to form the external facade. 

Inside the stadium the huge concrete pours that formed the floor slabs 
on the upper and ground floors continued and neared completion. 
Power floating continued through the night in readiness to allow 
blockwork to commence in the lower areas. The huge precast 
concrete terraces provided a shelter from the prevailing winds and 
rain as their progression continued into the upper floors of the 
south stand. 

The huge cranes continued to idle around the site positioning the steel 
into its various and complex locations. A temporary propping 
installation commenced in the west stand so as to allow the first of 
the roof members to be positioned. The sight of the roof steelwork 
being positioned was another milestone in the construction 
process and with it allowed the commencement of the next crucial 
operation. 
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Food Colourings, Flavours & Fruit Juice Compounds. 

Unit 8B, Perseverance Mill, Bolton Road, Westhoughton, Bolton BL5 3JQ 
Tel/Fax: 01942 810429 

Suppliers to the Soft Drinks Trade 
Fruit Juice Compounds 
Liquid Food Colouring 
Flavours (eg Lemon, Blackcurrant, Cola) 

Contact: Andrew Hulme 

J 


R. MILNER & mm ( rnim ) Li 

On Site Welding 
Fabrication Work 
General Smiths 


The Smithy, Hanover Street, Bolton BL1 4TG 
Tel: (01204) 522731 Fax (01 204) 522731 
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Quality Assured*Car Phones* Alarms 
Electrical Faults 

Telephone: (01204) 416022 
Mobile: 0976 296960 



EST. 1975 


24 HOUR EMERGENCY BOARDING SERVICE & SAME DAY RE-GLAZING 


♦ Same day service 
(available in most cases) 

♦ Insurance claims 

♦ Single Glazed 

♦ Safety Glass 

♦ Security Glazing 

♦ Leaded Glass 

♦ Manufacturers of patterned 
laminated glass 

♦ Expert advice to comply with 
current glazing regulations 


♦ Manufacturers of sealed double glazed units 

♦ Trade or DIY 

♦ Daily delivery service 

♦ Glass & mirrors cut to size while you wait 

♦ Mirrors 

♦ Polished edges 

♦ Aluminium windows and shop fronts 



ggf! 



Certificate No 470A. V4 


TEL: 01204 387973 FAX: 01204 364169 

104 RIVER STREET, BOLTON BL2 1BX 
















































Designed for Life 


Andrew Hobson 
Design Consultant 


A ndrew Hobson describes how, ever since the idea of a new Stadium 
was bounded around the Board Room at Burnden Park, Bolton 
Wanderers have ensured that experts have guided them all the way 
in their quest for the perfect home. His previous involvements with 
Blackburn Rovers, Sampdoria, Bradford National Superdrome and 
Huddersfield, have been of great benefit to the new Reebok Stadium. 
Retained as the Club’s Design Consultant, his experience on areas of 
Stadium space planning, internal and external architecture, graphics 
and overall aesthetics, has helped Bolton Wanderers create a tailor- 
made product. The following brief examples outline the benefits of 
having a retained Design Consultant on a Stadium project of this scale. 
“At the last time of counting, I found 45 Football Clubs in England alone 
who were contemplating relocation. Talking super stadiums and multi¬ 
purpose leisure facilities is now big business, and a new industry has 
grown out of the mixture of disaster and rising popularity of football. 
Out of all these multi-functional all weather retractable concepts, how 
many will be able to say “We built the master plan and nothing less”. 
Bolton Wanderers began talking new stadia 12 years ago. Ironic really, 
when you consider 11 years later they were given the green light, 
leaving just 12 months for completion. 



My involvement began in November 1995 when I visited Bolton Wanderers 
to chat about their early proposals and give opinions on areas of the 
proposed super stadium. The Club explained how this particular 
facility must in no way be watered down as other grand schemes had 
suffered in the past. Bolton Wanderers were one of the great founder 
members of the Football League. They had experienced lean times in 
the not too distant past, but now, with the team back on its feet, the 
Club could look forward to Premier League football in what had to be 
a premier class stadium. 

We agreed that nothing less than 100% commitment over the next two 
years would give us the result we wanted, to secure a home for Bolton 
Wanderers that would be the envy of the sporting world. On the 24th 
November 1995, I joined Bolton Wanderers Project Development 
Team as the Club’s retained Design Consultant. The ideas we had 
earlier talked about had now become our ultimate goal. I had become 
part of the Football Club and would do everything I possibly could to 
see the wishes of the Club brought to fruition. 

Like many other stadia, the Bolton Wanderers Reebok Stadium was 
first and foremost designed as a people container. But unlike 
many of its predecessors, which would close for business at the 
end of a football match (and stay closed for the next fortnight) 
our new venue needed to ‘contain people’ for far more events 
than sport. 

Another major design change from older Stadiums sat the Stadium on 
an ‘oval’ footprint in stark contrast to the ‘oblong’ design when 
four shoe box stands are built around an oblong pitch. 


Although the initial design for the Stadium had four separate stands, from 
the location of the Stadium and the simple fact of aesthetics, it was 
decided we must fill in the corners and have a complete bowl around 
the lower tier. A visit to the Stadium on match day would affirm the 
unrivalled atmospheric acoustics and crowd noise amplification the 
design of the fully enclosed Stadium generates. 

The exterior of the Stadium looks stunning with its sweeping curves, 
continuous external glazing bands, and four diamond tipped roof 
supports, giving extra balance to the roof as it floats above the stands. 
From the inside, with its Executive Suites, Platinum Club, Hall of Fame, 
Lion of Vienna Club, to name but a few, to the main Reception, more 
reminiscent of a luxury hotel than a Football Stadium, you just know 
the Stadium has thought in design and attention to detail. 

However, those are the obvious things everyone sees, but what about the 
other things, the operational areas, Offices, changing areas, kick- 
about rooms, Police Control Rooms and the TV gantry. These areas, 
although not quite so glamorous, are the engine rooms of every 
Stadium. Link this with the facility to generate more income in areas 
not yet developed, and the word ‘multi-use’ really comes into being. 

The fabulous Exhibition Hall, giving 35,000 sq. ft. of unrestricted space, 
with an upper mezzanine balcony area, is again another unique feature 
of the complex. Suitable for anything from exhibitions and concerts to 
5-a-side and major indoor sporting events. 

The multitude of internal facilities within the Stadium, confirms my own 
feelings on the design of new stadia. The fact that the building has a 
grassed area and a number of spectator facilities, usually in the Centre, 
should not detract from the facilities that must be catered for under 
the stands. 

Not all Stadium Design Consultants are of the same opinion, but the 
design of this Stadium should ensure Bolton Wanderers are less 
reliant on direct football money alone, and can attract prestigious 
events and outside investment easier than most, due to a little more 
design input throughout the project.” 
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creeme entertainments 


BOOKING ARTISTES INTO 
THE LARGEST CIRCUIT OF 
GOOD CLASS VENUES IN THE NORTH 
INCLUDING BOLTON WANDERERS FC 
& THE REEBOK STADIUM 


Tel: (01204) 793441 / 793018 Fax: (01204) 792655 



Lynne, Tom & Anthony Ivers 

'East Lynne', Harper Green Road, Doe Hey, Farnworth, Bolton, BL4 7HT 
Tel: (01204) 793441 / 793018 Fax: (01204) 792655 
Emp. Agency No. NW 149 
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30 Derby Rd, Whitefield, Mcr. 

SAUNIER DUVAL 

Approved Service Agent 
Corgi/Acops 

ml 


0161 773 5707 

Mobile: 0836 202520 
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Congratulations on a step into 2000 
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Prams, Buggies, Cots, Highchairs, Clothes & Accessories 


112 Winter Hey Lane, Horwich, Bolton, BL6 7PJ. Telephone: 01204 698632 
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Promotional • Commercial • Financial • Scientific 


The Language Bureau Limited. Studio 4, Horwich Business Centre, 

86 Lee Lane, Horwich, Bolton, Greater Manchester BL6 7AE, United Kingdom. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1204 669622 Fax: +44 (0) 1204 698192 
e-mail: 101363.1176@compuserve.com 

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/language_bureau_horwich_bolton 


Desktop Publishing • Business Cards 


Technical • Legal • Insurance • Medical 
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Winning Words World Wide 

Mother tongue specialist translators and interpreters 
All Languages • Fast Efficient Service 
Quality & Confidentiality Assured 


Translations and Interpreters 










































Dressing Rooms 


Andrew Hobson 
Design Consultant 


L ike many other aspects of the Stadium, the dressing rooms, players and 
officials facilities are of a standard never seen before in British stadia. 
The latest FIFA and UEFA guidelines require four specific requirements 
all of which are included within the Reebok Stadium design. 


1. Dressing Rooms 

Both the home and away dressing rooms need to be identical. Gone are 
the days when the home changing room was immaculate with marble 
walls and the visitors were offered little more than a storeroom. 

Gone also is the large ‘plunge’ bath evident at old stadiums. 

At the Reebok players have the option of showers or individual slipper 
baths. Although the dressing rooms are of a basic design they are both 
spacious and comfortable. 

2. Warm Up Room 

The latest guidelines also require a ‘kick about area’ or warm up room, 
within the dressing room area. Again these facilities are included at the 
Reebok measuring 50 sq. metres. The home team dressing room links 
into the warm up area which directly leads to the physiotherapy room 
and doctors office. 

These areas are also linked into the assistant managers office, trainers 
office and managers office. The manager also has private showers and 
changing facilities. 


The players dressing room. 
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The Reebok Stadium's physiotherapy 
facilities are some of the best in the country 

The red ‘ tartan ' track, similar to the 
surfaces used for athletics. 


3. Separate ‘Run Out Tunnels’ 

The Stadium design also features separate ‘run out tunnels’ for both the 
home and visiting teams. The origin of this requirement is thought to 
be the need to illiminate any confrontation between the players as 
they leave the field of play. 

4. Female Officials Room 

Flow long will it be before we see the first female referee take control of a 
Premier League game? 

Probably not as long as we think. Any new Stadium built for the next 
century needs to provide separate changing facilities for female officials 
and again these facilities are included at the Reebok. 

Other points to note: 

• Around the playing surface you will find a red Tartan’ track, similar to 
the surfaces used for athletics. This not only provides a superb training 
area for players but the surface also helps keep the seats clean as it is 
dust free. 

• The Reebok Stadium also has a drugs testing room and T.V. Interview 
Room alongside the players changing facilities. Press interview room 
and press facilities are on level three. 
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In Manchester there are over 13 restaurants including Walkden, Heaton 
Chapel and Bolton Sports Village and all of them serving the delicious Family 
Feast and the famous Bargain Bucket. But it’s not only chicken pieces which 
are sold, there are the challenging big eat Tower Burgers and the wildly 
exciting taste of the Hot ‘n’ Spicy Zinger Burger. 

There are even snacks and Kids Meals for the smaller appetites too. 


So treat your tastebuds to the KFC 
experience and enjoy some of that 
Finger Lickin’ Good taste today! 
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Coverlite 

Blinds 
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Don’t rely on blindfaith: Consult the experts. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE MANUFACTURE AND REPAIR OF: 

Vertical, Roller and Venetian Blinds - Shop Blinds and Awnings - Tarpaulins and Wagon 
Covers - Grills and Shutters - Curtains and Fittings - Specialised Canvas Work 

With more than 35 years experience in the manufacture and fitting of blinds, shutters, 
canopies and covers, Coverlite Blinds is the leading name in quality and service. 
Whether your interest is shops, offices, housing, museums, public houses, libraries or 
other municipal buildings, contact Dave Haynes for expert advice. 

COVERLITE BLINDS 

9-11 Hanover Street, Bolton, BL14TG. Tel: (01204) 364444 & 384367 Fax: (01204)397232 



Trailers... for cars... for boats... for horses, 
choose from Challenger. TowAVan. Daxara, 
Hallmark or Regent & Monargue - a wide 
range available for sale, lease or hire. 


TOWBARS 

*We won’t be 
beaten on price W 

• Expert fitting of Witter towbars 

• Cars & Commercial vehicles W 

• Trade enquiries welcome LU 

• Fitted while you wait 

*We will beat any advertised price or written quotation fora* 
Witter towbar of the same specification. 




COMPLETE TOWING SERVICE 


An Indespension 
Daxara solves 
the problem of 
clearing garden 
rubbish, moving 
furniture and 
trips to the 
cash ‘n’carry or 
garden centre. 


165 Stockists Nationwide 

\%slndespensiori Tel: 0800 720 720 

the national trailer company Belmont Road, Bolton, Lancashire. BL1 7AQ 
































Graham Holliday 
Ticket Office Manager 



T icketing plays an extremely important part in the administration of 
modern day football. Not only does a ticket admit you into the 
Stadium it also ensures that you have a reserved seat. 

With the Reebok Stadium being all-seater, every seat has to be 
registered on the clubs computer system. This is to ensure that 
every seat can be accounted for; and when games are sold out the 
club cannot sell tickets and exceed the capacity. A similar control 
was applicable at Burnden Park for several seasons, where local 
safety authorities strictly monitored standing capacity. 

After the tragic accident at Hillsborough, the call for stern safety 
procedures was heard. Before the disaster, ground regulations 
were somewhat basic. All-ticket matches were very infrequent and 
terraces were always crammed at very popular matches. The vast 
majority of fans paid at the turnstiles to stand up, leaving only a 
few using tickets to sit down in allocated seats. The attendance 
was totalled by calculating the clock-counter system on the 
turnstiles and by adding up the ticket stubs from ticket-only stiles. 
Using this method it was impossible to regulate how many people 
were being admitted at any given time leading up to kick-off. 


With the advancement of modern technology, not only was it possible 
to scrutinise the number of spectators being admitted, but also 
to print the tickets in-house. Prior to the season beginning 
1992/93, everything was done by hand. Season ticket holders 
were logged in to a book and tickets were bulk-printed on a basic 
P.C. When fans requested certain seats, ticket office staff had to 
search through lots of pre-printed tickets to find the designated 
seat. Payment on the turnstiles accounted for the majority of 
attendance. The number of season ticket holders was at most a 
couple of thousand. 

The success on the field coincided with the club investing in a 
computerised ticketing system. This saw the demise of the archaic 
P.C. and brought in an efficient mechanised process for selling 
tickets. People could now look on the monitor and select an 
available seat and within a couple of seconds the ticket was in 
their hands. This new method got rid of the need to print tickets 
in bulk. This proved valuable in terms of time and wastage. 


Photograph: Ian Lawson 



The number of season ticket holders grew as the football team 
climbed up the leagues. Fortunately, the new ticketing system 
catered for this. Every season ticket holder had an individual file 
whereby certain information was available to the operator. Such 
as their seat number and address. Renewing season tickets at the 
start of the new season was never as simple. Gone were the days 
when you had to re-write the data into a brand new book. All that 
was required now was a simple press of a button and the 
information was automatically transferred. You can imagine how 
this dramatically reduced the queuing time. The storage capacity 
for the new system was put to its strongest test in 1995/96 season 
when the Wanderers were promoted to the Premier League. A 
staggering 15,000 people invested their cash into purchasing 
season tickets - a two fold increase on the previous year. 

The rise in the number of spectators who bought season tickets 
meant that tickets available to the general public were in short 
supply. For glamorous fixtures, lengthy queues were a common 
sight in and around Burnden Park. Most games in the Premier 
League became all-ticket. 

With the closure of Burnden Park looming, the club decided to issue 
a special edition, commemorative ticket for the final game against 
Charlton Athletic. This ticket was designed by the ticket office and 
produced by an external company. 

The move to the Reebok Stadium proved an administrative headache 
for all the staff at Burnden. Due to a very strict time scale, the 
ticket office staff had to sell season tickets, even before the seats 
were physically in place. This was problematic in the sense that 
the fans could not view their seat before they bought them. The 
ticket office staff had to individually create a ticket map onto the 
main computer system by using architects plans. 

After the first ever game at the brand new stadium, it became apparent 
that some season ticket holders had bought seats that did not 
actually exist. This brought anxiety to both parties. Eventually, 
when the dust settled, fans were relocated. 

With technology spiralling the future looks extremely promising for 
the football fan. At some stage it should be possible to buy a 
ticket in the same way you withdraw money from a cash-till. It is 
just around the corner. 
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BOLTON WANDERERS.i NEWCASTLE.o 
1/12/1997. Attendance: 25,000 


Photography by David Taylor 
Panoramic Photographer to leading Football clubs throughout Europe. 
For further information contact: DAVID TAYLOR: 0374 949997 
SPECTRUM COLOUR SOLUTIONS LIMITED: 01249 444404 






S&M 



BELOIT 


Beloit Walmsley Ltd. 
Bolton Lancs. BL1 8UL 


S&M Block Paving Specialists 

11 Colenso Road 
Tonge Fold, Bolton, BL2 2PH 

Everybody at S&M Blockpaving would like to wish Bolton 
Wanderers all the success for the future in their new 

Rccbok Stadium 

S&M FOR A MORE SUPERIOR SERVICE AND QUALITY & PEACE OF MIND. 

Free estimates • Work guaranteed 
Drives designed for coordination with your property 
Minimum fuss 

S&M support Bolton Wanderers 
Good luck 

Phone: 01204 381407 • Fax: 01204 381407 
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GFVideo 


& Film Production 

Established 1986 . 
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Services include: 

•Full Video Production 

• Tape Sales & Duplications 
•AV Equipment Sales & Hire 

• Worldwide Standards Conversion 


‘Weddings are our Speciality’ 


Give us a ring for all your video requirements 
Tel/Fax: 01257 278835 
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Stadium Design - LOBB Sports Architecture 

Rod Sheard 

Chairman, Lobb Sports Architecture 


Sydney, Australia. 


Sydney, Australia. 


O n the ist September 1997 the Reebok Stadium hosted its first football match. The Stadium, a new home for Bolton Wanderers Football Club, opened 
its doors to a capacity 25,000 all ticket crowd and, via Sky TV, a far larger remote audience around the world. This is the essence, the function of 
the modern Stadium, leisure and entertainment centres to the live audience who have taken the trouble to attend and a television studio to that 
remote electronic audience who may be enjoying the same event from anywhere on earth where television is broadcast. The Reebok Stadium is a 
global building and its influence extends far beyond the M61 from which it appears in the distance as some futuristic disc inviting spectators to enter. 
The Bolton v Everton match was not great sport but the event itself can never be relied upon to entertain, that is why the new breed of stadia the 
Reebok Stadium represents is focused on providing a level of entertainment value far beyond its predecessors. The building is about providing a 
comfortable, entertaining and safe environment for thousands of people for several hours at a time. 

The following day after the opening match the national press was full of compliments for the Club’s ambition on its return to the top of English football, 
the Premier League and particularly for the vision embodied in the design of its new Stadium. Bolton Wanderers had been looking to move from 
their 102 year old home at Burnden Park for a number of years. Burnden Park was Bolton’s second home after Pike’s Lane from where they were 
one of the twelve founding members of the first football league in 1888. Burnden Park had a colourful history, suffering one of football’s saddest 
occasions when on 9th March 1946, a total of 33 people died at the Railway End due to crushing. 


Brief 

The clients aspirations were for a football Stadium which primarily could 
offer superior viewing, comfort and safety standards to all spectators 
and one which could also make an architectural statement to help 
give the club the profile and identity it desired. It also needed to be 
multi-functional, using its many planned facilities for other than 
football use. The Stadium had to accommodate restaurants, shops, 
conference facilities, exhibition spaces, a nursery and medical 
facilities. The Local Authority were supportive of the concept of a new 
Stadium and desired an indoor community sports facility to form part 
of the venue, preferably built into the actual stands. This hall needed 
to be large enough to be used for exhibitions and shows but also 
indoor sports such as netball and basketball. 

Site 

LOBB Sports Architecture were first involved in the project in 1994 after 
the club had been considering a new venue for some time and had 
entered into discussions with the local council in order to identify an 
appropriate site. A site near Horwich on the outskirts of Bolton was 
identified which benefited from close proximity to junction 6 of the 
M61 motorway, giving it good road links to Manchester, Liverpool 
and Leeds via the M62, Preston and the North from the M6. Plans 
were also put in place for a new railway station to be added to the 
railway line which runs close to the site. 

A key factor in the council support of the development was the promise 
of up to 3,000 new permanent jobs the development would bring to 
the area in addition to the tangible financial benefits of a huge 
construction project and the temporary employment that brought. 

The design has taken its place in a comprehensive development, known 
as Middlebrook, being an overall 200 acre site, occupying the most 
prominent, road frontage location as the flagship building. It is also 
physically linked to the adjoining leisure building offering an 
extensive network of leisure related facilities. 
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Melbourne, Australia. 


Design Concept 

The design of the Stadium represents an incremental advance on LOBB’s 
award winning Stadium in Huddersfield. The client had visited this 
venue and recognised the exciting style of venue they were looking 
for with the one significant variation of designing the lower tier as a 
complete and continuous bowl. All seats are under cover and within 
90 metres of the centre of the field. They all have ‘C values of 90 mm 
or more, providing a wonderful clear view of the whole pitch, from 
every seat. Thanks to the extensive site available the Stadium could 
have its own, ground level, 25 metre wide pedestrian concourse (the 
Piazza) surrounding the venue which fulfils several functions. It 
provides a circulation route between the various entrances; can 
accommodate external concessions and pre-match entertainment 
and provides a clearly defined ‘place of safety’ in case of emergency. 

To respond to the clients ambitions of achieving a ‘landmark’ structure 
LOBB’s developed a form of building which visually focused on a 
dramatic roof over-sailing a simple but articulate oval bowl. The bowl 
itself would be continuous in a large oval plan form providing 
constantly changing perspectives from any point of view. The roof 


itself was conceived as a series of four leaning tapering tube towers 
providing support for the pitch floodlighting, and the main roof 
trusses which spanned to full length of each side. The trusses 
themselves are curved both top and bottom to reflect the true viewing 
nature of the bowl below and the natural structural integrity of the 
structural element. The composition achieves a floating scalloped 
canopy over the bowl each element fitting neatly to the other and 
being read as one unified form. 

The West stand contains on ground level public areas including the main 
concourse with its many associated facilities. It is also a service and 
administration floor containing offices for the club and the stadium 
management and changing and warm-up facilities for players. Level 1 
includes the Chairman’s Suite, Boardroom and Directors Guest 
Lounge. The Wanderers Suite (Players Bar) and office accommodation. 
A main production kitchen is also situated to the South. Level 2 above 
accommodates a second concourse, served by dedicated twin sets of 
scissors stairs and the Stadium’s private boxes, and a banqueting 
suite capable of providing seated dining for 450 people. Level 3 is 
another public concourse providing access to the upper tier of viewing 
and level 4 is plant area containing engineering services. 

The East stand houses most of the Stadium’s community facilities with 
ground and first floors accommodating the large double height sport 
and exhibition space. Level 2 is devoted to club and private box 
holders facilities; the Lion of Vienna Suite; Hall of Fame Suite and 
Burnden Lounge, which is planned to open in early 1998. 

The North stand is the ‘home’ end of Bolton Wanderers’ supporters and 
backs onto a 3,000 space car park. Ground floor accommodates the 
public concourse, and it is intended later to house club, retail and 
and club restraurant while Level 1 is planned for food and beverage 
areas. Level 2 accommodates a concourse and accommodation 
overlooking the playing surface that could be let as office space. 

The South stand is the ‘visitors’ end of the ground backing onto its own 
car park. Internal circulation is similar to that of the North stand and 
the building can be subdivided into sections to allow for varying 
numbers of visiting fans. Escape time for all the stands in case of 
emergency is calculated at below 8 minutes from any seat to a ‘place 
of safety’ which is the wide public concourse. 


Atmosphere 

Emphasis was placed on the Stadium possessing a good ‘football 
atmosphere’. The general perception is that it is up to the players on 
the pitch to produce exciting football in order to lift the crowd and so 
create ‘atmosphere’, but LOBB’s specialist knowledge of this building 
type allows this to assist this process by carefully designing Stadia 
which generate their own atmosphere, judging by the crowds reaction 
since its opening these ideas are clearly working. 

It is intended, like most new stadia, that the Reebok will be much more 
than a football ground used once a fortnight, but will be a leisure 
complex, centring on the football team, and operate seven days per 
week. There are extensive facilities ‘below’ such as the 46 executive 
boxes, a Banqueting Suite which can seat 430 people, lounges of 
various sizes around the ground. An unusual feature which is not 
evident externally is the huge 35,000 square feet of double height 
exhibition space under the East stand, which has a clear 8 metre 
ceiling height. General spectator access is gained through turnstiles 
set in the perimeter wall. In each corner of each stand are two banks 
of turnstiles and exit gates; one set exclusively serving the lower tier 
and the other serving the upper tier. 

Separate VIP access is available to both the West and East stands’ 
executive areas at level 2. It is intended that the different executive 
areas can be utilised on a daily basis. In future the Club can consider 
alternative uses such as office accommodation, themed restaurants; 
medical and sports injury rehabilitation units to the levels of the 
North and South stands. 

This Reebok Stadium has probably the best circulation of any football 
stadium in the country. Not only is there excellent vertical circulation 
but the whole Stadium has uninterrupted service circulation on the 
lowest three levels but with access available all around at upper 
concourse level also. For the Stadium operators this makes 
management so much easier, as they can access all levels at all times 
without leaving the building. Another unique feature that has 
probably never been seen before in any Stadium is the twin player 
tunnels. The intention is for the two teams to be able to enter the 
field and be introduced individually, so highlighting the sense of 
theatre and so atmosphere. 
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Conclusion 

The Reebok Stadium is unquestionably a landmark building that has 
been quickly adopted by Bolton’s supporters as their ‘spiritual 
home’. Many have suggested that the Reebok would never have 
been designed as it is was not for the precedent Huddersfield set 
in the development of their new Stadium, a Stadium which went on 
to win the coveted award of RIBA Building of the Year in 1995. But 
to see this new venue in the shadow of Huddersfield would be 
wrong. The Reebok is strikingly different, bigger and more 
integrated in its concept providing the extensive facilities required 
for the modern Premier League Club, it is an assertive, individual 
statement which stands alone in the history of Stadium 
development. 

There are about five years between LOBB’s design for this Stadium 
and their well known work at Huddersfield and it is interesting to 
compare the development thought and application between the 
two buildings. Huddersfield was designed for clubs with fewer 
financial resources capable of being brought to bear on the project. 
The Reebok Stadium is therefore a more extensive development 
and designed to be built in one main phase of work with smaller 
stages of infill which would not require major structural additions 
while Huddersfield was designed to be built in four distinct phases 
because of the limited funds available at its initial inception. 

Huddersfield broke the ground for expressive football stadia in the UK, 
stadia which communicate to their arriving spectators while they 
are still in their car some distance from the grounds saying ‘this is 
a place of excitement and entertainment, you are going to enjoy 
yourself here’. The Reebok Stadium is certainly a proud landmark 
which ‘speaks’ to its arriving fans with a clear message, a message 
of progress and success, a message the Bolton Wanderers Football 
Club clearly envisaged in 1994 when they took the first brave steps 
to move from their long established home. The extensive flexibility 
designed into the Stadium reaches their maximum potential 
together, a future which looks very promising. 




Currently Lobb Sports Architecture are working on 
the new Sydney Stadium in Australia in readiness 
for the 2,000 Olympic games. The illustration on 
this page shows the next generation at new stadium 
borne out of The Reebok. 
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"w* ym can choose from 
the wedding 
cakes on display 
or from the colour photo 
albums, adapting and altering 
designs as you wish. Silk or sugar flowers and 
embroidery details to match the wedding dress can also 
be incorporated. But to truly personalise your cake, why 
don't you ask Slattery’s to model a “sugar ” couple, 
based on you and your partner. 


Slattery y s is based at 190 Bury New Road, 
Whitefield. Tel: 0161 767 9303 


Slattery's Patissier and 
Chocolatier can make up the 
wedding cake of your dreams 
- which will look and taste 
absolutely delicio us! 


Ring for a colour brochurel 





A DECADE OF EXPERIENCE 

will give you the peace of mind you need 
when looking for your next item of quality 


Suppliers of quality beds 
from Britain's top bed 
manufacturer's. Deds 
made any size. Bedroom 
furniture to suit any taste 
any pocket. 


Lounge & 
Bedroom Display 


Wide selection of 
quality hand-made 
upholstery to suit any 
pocket. Traditional or 
modem, soft and 
sumptuous fabrics to 
traditional sold Oak 
and leather suites. 


Teak, Mahogany, Yew, 
Washed Ash and Colonial 
Colours to name but a few. 
Wall Units and occasional 
from most of Europe's top 
cabinet-makers. 


Spinning Jenny Way 
Leigh, Loncs. 

(next to Pioneer) 

Tel: 01942 261563 
Fox: 01942 261562 


Highfield Trading Estate 
North Street, Chorley 
(next to B6Q) 

Tel: 01257 233100 
Fox: 01257 233101 


BEDS 6 BEDROOM 


DINING ROOM 


Ample free 
parking 
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SOUTHERN WAY! 


elax in our Cajun & Creole restaurant & 
cocktail bar amid a jazzy atmosphere for lunch. 



We’re Here! 


dinner, or drinks, with friends, family or as a couple, 
Our menu boasts cuisine created in the best 
traditions of French, Spanish, African, Native 
Indian & Mexican influenced Deep Southern 
American cooking. y 

Pop along & taste the unique! 
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Jazzy Cajun & Creole 
Restaurant & 
Crazy Cocktail Bar 
in Bolton. 

Open 7 days a week. 
Happy Hour 3pm to 7pm 
Monday to Friday. 


Middlebrook Leisure Park, Horwich, 
Bolton BL6 6JA. Tel: 01204 469835 
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Gariff are the premier team in their field; 


built on years of experience and with 


Our name has become synonymous 


with a passion for achieving the best 


finish in the shortest timescale. 


For a kick-off: at Bolton, all the detail, design, 


manufacture and installation of 


the main reception and bars in the executive 


boxes, Platinum and Lion of Vienna Suites has 


led to a superb build-up for the perfect result 


Construction Limited 


for seasons to come. 


Trafford Park 


Manchester Ml 71HQ 


Telephone 0161 848 9983 
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Rccbok Stadium 


The floodlight tower nears completion. 


the month of 
March was of 
particular 
importance due 
to its effect on 
the ultimate 
scheme 


On site welding 



T he month of March, as the majority of its predecessors, was a crucial 
month for the project. The importance and significance of each day, 
week and month of the project cannot be emphasised enough. 
All lost time due to weather or the failure to procure the appropriate 
quality of labour or materials for the project would have to be 
recovered at a later date. 

However, the month of March was of particular importance due to its 
effect on the ultimate scheme. 

The mechanical and electrical installation had commenced in earnest 
and with it the need to achieve a high level of technical installation 
with a period of dedicated testing prior to the first game. 
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4 landmark building takes shape when viewed from the M61. 


The month of March became the month where people began to consider 
the interiors and the colour scheme required for a stadium that was 
to function on a seven days a week basis, offering multiple services 
to its community, the creation of an ambiance and environment 
capable of satisfying the needs of all was essential. 

The stadiums final interior design has achieved this, but the month of 
March saw many alternatives and variations considered. 


This is perhaps the only opportunity to thank all those people who 
became involved in providing samples and/or sketch designs, 
without reward, that served only to wet the appetites of the club’s 
representatives. 

The majority of samples produced which offered many an alternative 
are now confined to the stadiums’ archives, but it was only by their 
production that the scheme was finalised. 


Multiple services to its 
community, the creation 
of an ambiance and 
environment capable of 
satisfying the needs of 
all was essential 

The massive cranes lift the floodlight masts into position. 
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• Design & installation of Siphonic Drainage 
Systems 

• Seamless Guttering & Downpipes 

• Finlock & Valley Linings 

• Sectional Guttering to any profile 

191 a Fletton Avenue, Peterborough. Tel: 01733 311823 Fax: 01733 344242 E-mail:Psgltd@btinternet.com 
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REAL PROTECTION FOR VULNERABLE DOORS & WINDOWS 

Collapsible Security Gates 



♦ High security without loss of light or visibility 

♦ Real security even when windows are open 

♦ Fold away when not needed 

♦ No maintenance problems 

♦ Ideal for commercial or domestic use 

♦ Insurance approved 

♦ Made to measure 

♦ Fitted by experts 

♦ Planning permission not required 


ALARM & SECURITY SERVICES 

158 BOLTON ROAD, WALKDEN, MANCHESTER, M28 3BW 
_TELEPHONE/FAX 0161 7906278 (TWO LINES) 



ASL 


ASSEMBLY 

SOLUTIONS 


ASSEMBLY SOLUTIONS LIMITED 

• INCREASE CAPACITY • REDUCE COSTS • IMPROVE QUALITY • 

We specialise in manufacturing your product designs to the lowest 
possible cost in our fully approved IS09000 factory. 

Give ASL a ring- I’m sure we can help! 


Cable Assemblies 


Equipment Build 


Contact: Graham Balshaw 

Tel: 01204 521999 Fax: 01204 381007 

Unit R3-R6, Bolton Enterprise Centre, Washington Street, Bolton, Lancashire. BL3 5EY 










































Cycles 

Accessories 

Repairs 


538 Blackburn Road, Bolton. 

Tel: 01204 308636 



Painters and Decorators 


Contractors to many large organisations and local 
authorities in the application of industrial, decorative 
and high quality wallcoverings 



Tel/Fax: 0161703 9087 




J.M.GIqnn M. O'Connor 

and associates 


Dental Practice 



We wish Bolton Wanderers every success in their magnificent new ReeboH Stadium 
Its the dentists to Bolton Wanderers we Beep the "Super Whites. Super White!" 

We have a full range of preventative family care. Aesthetic dentistry. Implants & orthodontics 

Phone: 01204 387122.18 Silverwell Street. Bolton 


BUPA DentalCover A 

Remsipr+d dm n titt 



\re you looking for stylo and elegance? 

* Our kitchens grow with whatever you wish plus you still hare the 
money for new china and lots of parties. ” 

Free planning ancl design service -no obligation, 
traditional English, German and Italian kitchens. 
Appliances and accessories. 


I isit our showroom at : 

2 Moat House Street, Inee. Iligan. Telephone: 019-12 49S 395 
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The signing. 


The Stadium 


Name - The Reebok 

Paul Fletcher 
Chief Executive 
Reebok Stadium 


V ery rarely will a new building attract such intense media coverage as 
a new Football Stadium. Once open the venue will then continue to 
be mentioned through both Terrestrial and Sky TV channels, radio, 
newspaper and a variety of other media outlets. This coverage can 
provide superb exposure for a sponsor and therefore has a great 
commercial value to the Stadium’s owners. 

In the early days of stadia naming, a sponsor would attach their name to 
an existing building. The Fosters Oval, Bass Headingley and Labatts 
Apollo being good examples of this. Often this sponsorship was part 
of a pouring rights or exclusive supply contract. Although the 
sponsors name was associated with the venue, the fact that the 
Stadium’s original name ‘The Oval’, ‘Headingley’, ‘Apollo’ has been 
established for many years the sponsors name was more based on 
association. 

In more recent times large companies have realised the value of naming 
a new property which does not carry an established name, for 
example, The Cellnet Stadium, (Middlesbrough), The Alfred McAlpine 
Stadium (Huddersfield) and The Nynex Arena (Manchester). 


The Nynex Arena naming sponsorship has been a phenomenal success. 
Nynex are quoted as saying “for a company who require immediate 
name recognition, branding a rare flagship opportunity works very 
well”. The spin offs experienced by Nynex have been many and varied 
not least with customer acquisition and retention. 

Both the Middlesbrough Stadium and the Huddersfield Stadium had 
project names (i.e. Riverside Stadium and Kirklees Stadium) which 
can sometimes cause confusion if a sponsor’s name is added later. 

At Middlesborough it is understood that the Football Club asked the fans 
their views of the Stadium’s name, hence the name Riverside Stadium, 
a name which is used extensively to describe the venue by radio and 
TV alike. Unfortunately, the sponsors Cellnet often gets omitted from 
the venues title as the ‘Riverside’ name is so well established . 

The Britannia Stadium at Stoke is a better example of how to establish a 
name prior to opening; following Stoke City’s relocation from their 
old Victoria Ground. 

At Sunderland the Club waited until a few days before opening to make 
a major announcement at a midnight press conference. Although 
Sunderland had sought advice from C.S.S., a London based 
sponsorship agency, it was a surprise to hear their new venue was 
named ‘The Sunderland Stadium of Light’. Their first match 
programme explained the situation. The Club had decided to 
acknowledge the miners at Wearmouth Colliery who carried a Davy 
lamp everyday of their working lives. The Club want their supporters 
to be in the ‘limelight’ and a torch illuminates the way forward. 

Nevertheless, the programme notes went on to explain ‘Should the Club 
wish to accept such a proposal in the future a sponsors name could 
be added to the title. The Board have so far resisted adding a 
sponsors name unlike other new Stadiums, to ensure the Stadium’s 
name is distinctive’. 

At Derby County the new Stadium was built on derelict land previously 
called Pride Park. Again the supporters view was asked and although 
many fans voted for ‘The new Baseball Ground’, Pride Park won out 
in the end. The Club felt that the word ‘new’ would soon be lost and 
were looking for a new beginning away from the old Baseball Ground. 
Only time will tell whether or not Millwall’s new Stadium will still be 
called the ‘New Den’ in years to come. 


In every case of commercial stadia naming, irrespective of cash values 
and sponsorship exposure, there is always a link, angle or local 
relationship that cements the relationship. 

Scarborough is the headquarters of the company McCain Frozen Foods, 
who went on to name the Stadium The McCain Stadium. Alfred 
McAlpines built the Huddersfield Stadium. Britannia Building Society 
is based in Stoke as are Bass Brewers at Headingley in Leeds. 

At Bolton the Reebok relationship was already well established. Right 
from the very early days of Joe Foster making running shoes in Bolton, 
and Nat Lofthouse wearing Joe Foster boots at Wembley Cup Finals, 
up to more recent time when Reebok became shirt sponsors and kit 
manufacturers. 

From the Clubs point of view Reebok was the ideal sponsor to target. A 
sporting name; a short name; their colours (blue, white and red) 
were Bolton colours, the second largest leisurewear retailer in the 
world (second to Nike); a good working relationship was already in 
existence; Reebok would also use the venue extensively for product 
launches, photoshoots, sales meetings, exhibitions, and finally the 
Vice President of Reebok Europe David Singleton is a Bolton 
Wanderers fan. 

In late 1996 Reebok was presented with a proposal which named the 
Stadium ‘Reebok Stadium’. During the development and construction 
stages Bolton Wanderers had managed to keep ‘The Stadium’ clean 
and not give the project a title. 

Reebok was presented with an extensive menu of sponsorship 
opportunities which included such things as external and internal 
signage, seat name and logos, perimeter signage and a host of 
corporate matchday facilities. 

Four months later on 18th April 1997, one hour before Prime Minister John 
Major paid an official visit to the new Stadium, Reebok signed a 
contract to name Bolton’s new home Reebok Stadium. A press release 
announced the agreement as a multi-year, multi-million pound deal, 
the most lucrative naming rights contract ever signed in the UK. 

By the official opening date in early September the new Stadium was well 
established as The Reebok Stadium often simply ‘The Reebok’. 

Like most good sponsorships it is a great deal for Bolton Wanderers ... 
and a great deal for Reebok. 
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Sales led 

All types of Continuous Business Forms 
Letterheads, Business Cards, Compliment Slips, NCR Sets, Annual Reports 
Newspaper Advertising, Promotional Marketing Consultancy, 
and much, much more. 

We depend on you.To depend on us. 




2001 Design i 
19 Boric Street lost, Bolton. BL1 2BQ 
Tel: 01204 384636 Fax: 01204 384636 



BOLTON WINDOWS SYSTEMS 

uPVC HARDWOOD & ALUMINIUM 
HOME IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS 

105-109 Derby St, Bolton BL3 6HD 
Telephone: (01204) 393716/398074 

Bolton Window Systems are pleased to support Bolton Wanderers 
and send best wishes for future success 
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Advanced 

Asphalte 

Limited 

MASTIC ASPHALT, FLOORING, ROOFING & TANKING 

Acton Works, Acton Walk, off Wood Street 
Wigan WN3 4HN 

Tel :(01942) 494034 Fax: (01942) 820826 








































































Concept to Reality 


]an Kozlowski, BSc (Hons) F.C.I.O.B. BWFC, Project Manager for the 
Stadium, and subsequently Reebok Stadium Manager. 

Y ou will appreciate that the facilities provided at the Reebok Stadium 
are second to none and that the vision expressed, by the Chairman 
and the Board, has proved to be extremely successful, not only for 
Bolton Wanderers but for many other associated parties. This is a 
brief insight into the commitment given by all parties associated 
with this particular project, in making it the success it is. 

The start of the reality commenced when Bolton Wanderers began to 
interview for a Main Contractor to undertake the project. After 
numerous meetings, discussions, costings and evaluations, Birse 
Construction were selected for the task. 

The end date, for the Stadium to be ready for the the 97/98 season, was 
the focus for all concerned. Each construction activity had to be 
linked to preceeding and subsequent activities, each had its own 


start date, and each had a design, analysis of tender, placement of 
order and procurement period associated with it. There were 
hundreds of these activities, many of which were common to each 
of the stands, i.e. seating, roofing, precast concrete, etc., and others 
which were individual to a particular area. 

Many activities were carried out simultaneously on different areas and, 
because of the labour resource required in many instances, two, 
three and even four different sub-contractors ended up having to 
carry out like-activities. At peak, there were in excess of 600 
operatives on site. 

However, the construction of the Stadium was not in isolation and 
many other areas of the development were also taking shape, and 
the one with the greatest influence was that of the infrastructure, 
i.e. the roadways associated with the scheme. 

As with many construction projects, clients decide to change their 
mind. Increased facilities have been provided and include the 
complete fit-out of the Nat Lofthouse Stand on Level 2, the 
complete fit-out of the main West Stand on Level 1, and the erection 
of a giant scoreboard in the South East corner, to name but a few. 

The net result is that over £31 million has been spent on the Stadium 
to date. There are many facts relating to physical content of the 
structure and the parameters to which it was designed, and these 
can be found in the appendices. 

At the end of the day, if the ground is not issued with a Safety Certificate, 
then football cannot be played here. Input was required from many 
parties (apologies to anyone I have inadvertently omitted):- The 
Football Licencing Authoritiesr; The Building Control Department of 
Bolton Metro; The Fire Service/Ambulance Service/St. John’s 
Ambulance & Police; The Contractor and his Design Team, as well 
as the Club and its safety team. 






Within the fabric/structure of the building, facilities must exist to allow 
safe egress should an emergency occur and these include, but are 
not limited to, designated escape routes, adequate signage, correct 
and appropriate levels of emergency lighting, an effective PA 
system, as well as an automatic fire detection system. 

These are known as “essential services”, and the design must be such 
that should a power failure occur, these essential services are 
maintained to allow safe evacuation. Normally this is done via 
standby generators; in Reebok’s case the design allows for the 
generators to run during an event, and should one or both fail, 
then the mains power supply will take over the essential services. 

Enmeshed with the general Safety Certificate are the contingency plans, 
developed by Bolton Wanderers, and these includes such items as:- 
Emergency warning signals. Failure of the automatic fire detection 
system (either local or total). Power failures before turnstiles open 
and before kick-off and after kick-off. Failure of the public address 
system (full or partial, as well as to the same parameters as above). 
The computerised turnstile counting system and potential failure, 
as well as the CCTV system amongst others. 

Other contingency plans exist, such as those put together by the 
emergency services, incorporating the fire, police and ambulance 
services of Greater Manchester. All these activities are co-ordinated 
via the Ground Control Room situated on Level 2 in the south west 
corner of the Stadium above the F.H. Brown sign. 

To finish off this particular section of the book, I would like to personally 
thank all those people who made it possible. 
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BISON 


Bison’s five factories 
supply a range of building products. 


Prestressed Hollow Core Floors 
Composite Floors 
House Floors 
Beam and Block Floors 
Staircases 
Structural Frames 
Precast Terrace Units for Stadia 


BISON CONCRETE PRODUCTS LTD 

Amington House, Silica Road, 
Tamworth, Staffs B77 4AZ 
Tel: 01827 64141 Fax: 01827 69009 
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etalliform 


Metalliform Products pic 



Are proud to have been entrusted with the seating 
installation for Bolton Wanderers F.C. at the 

Rccbok Stadium 

Contract Furniture Manufacturers 
Specialists in: 

• Educational Furniture • 

• Office Furniture • 

• Spectator and Auditorium Seating • 


Metalliform Products pic. Chambers Road, Hoyland, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire. S74 OEZ, England. 

Telephone: (01226) 350555 Fax: (01226) 350112 


















Benefiting our Community 

Councillor Frank R White J.P. 

Chairman, Burnden Sporting Initiative 



I t is some 14 years since Bolton Wanderers became football trailblazers 
with the launch of Football in the Community and the Burnden 
Sporting Initiative projects. 

Football in the Community, launched as a direct result of the Heysel 
Stadium tragedy, was originally the brainchild of Professional 
Footballers Association Chief Executive Gordon Taylor and the 
scheme was administered and funded by the P.F.A. The original 
intentions were to try and alleviate problems on the terraces by 
getting the Community involved in football in several ways while, 
at the same time, providing a six month period of employment for 
former professional footballers who for whatever reason were 
unemployed. It is anticipated that the six month period of work 
experience would give ex-players an opportunity to learn new skills 
including administrative procedures and sports coaching. 

Bolton Wanderers were one of six North West Clubs involved in a trial 
assessment period which got the Community scheme off the ground. 

The move from Burnden Park to the 
Reebok Stadium brings even more 
community benefits 


Preston North End, Oldham Athletic, Bury, Manchester City and 
Manchester United joined with Bolton in a pilot scheme that has 
now spread to 90 Clubs and offers employment skills training 
opportunities under the Government Training For Work Initiative. 
No longer funded by the P.F.A., Football in the Community has 
become a self financing operation that in any one year provides 
benefits for well over 5,000 youngsters through the Bolton Borough. 

Burnden Sporting Initiative also got off the ground in 1986 as a joint 
venture between Bolton Council and Bolton Wanderers. It’s aim 
were to provide sporting benefits for a wide cross section of the 
Community within a professional football environment. Financial 
grants from the Sports Council and The Football Trust enabled 
extensive work to be carried out enlarging and improving the 
gymnasium facilities to the rear of Burnden Park. 

A new upper floor was constructed to house a group exercise room fully 
equipped with the very latest exercise machines. The ground floor 
area was completely modernised with the addition of ladies and 
gents changing and shower rooms and new flooring in the general 
training hall to allow badminton to be played. 

Outside, a 40 metre square all weather 5-a-side pitch was laid and 
over the ensuing years the modernised facilities have seen 
extensive usage. 

The Education Department, Social Services (including the Unemployed, 
Disabled and Probationary Service), Local Youth organisations and 
Bolton Wanderers own Junior Whites Club have all benefited from 
the Burnden Sporting Initiative. 



Much of the credit for the success of the BSI must go to Bill Longden 
and his enthusiastic team who have also organised and 
administered 5-a-side leagues over the years as well as looking 
after the day to day running of the gymnasium. 

As for the future, the Club’s move to the Reebok from Burnden Park will 
bring changes for the better. The substantial facilities at the rear of 
Burnden will be gifted to the Local Education Authority to be 
administered for the education and Community purposes in the 
Burnden area. 

The Burnden Sporting Initiative will continue at the Reebok where 
exciting new proposals include a 35,000 sq. ft. Community Sports 
Flail in the Stadium’s Exhibition Centre, a new Under-Achievers 
Education Centre to be based within the proposed Visitor Centre, 
community based indoor and outdoor tennis, a full size running 
track and training pitches. 

Both the Burnden Sporting Initiative and Football in the Community will 
have every incentive and opportunity to build on the firm base they 
have established over the past 14 years. 
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SUPPLIERS OF 
DECORATIVE 
COATINGS 
TO THE 

Reebok Stadium 


CONGRATULATIONS AND 
GOOD LUCK TO 

BOLTON 
WANDERERS 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

IN THEIR NEW HOME. 


JOHNSTONE^ FAINTS 


Kalon Decorative Products, Huddersfield Road, Birstall, 
Batley, West Yorkshire, WF1 7 9XA 
Tel: (01924) 354000 Fax: (01924) 354001 




EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED BEAUTIFULLY MADE 

CO-ORDINATED BED LINENS 

Exclusively Designed, Beautifully Made 
In Bolton 


OUR CONGRATULATIONS & BEST 


WISHES FOR THE FUTURE 


TO BOLTON WANDERERS FOOTBALL 


CLUB ON THE OPENING OF 


Rccbok ^ Stadium 


Vantona A member of CV Home Furnishings Limited, 
Cawdor Street, Farnworth, BL4 7JA 
Registered No: 11136 England 




C OATS 




For Stockist Information Contact: 01204 513027 




SUPPORTING 

BOLTON WANDERERS 
ALL THE WAY TO 
THE REEBOK STADIUM 


Service 9 

Bromley Cross - Reebok 

Service 11 

Bolton Bus Station - Reebok 

Service 13 

Chorley Bus Station - Reebok 


For further information on all our 
services throughout the Bolton Area 

Telephone our Hotline on : 


01 772 886633 

Stagecoach^ 
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Transport Strategy 



John Walsh O.B.E. 
Transport Consultant 


T he move to a new Stadium after more than 100 years of football at 
Burnden Park was bound to change the habits of a lifetime and 
Bolton Wanderers recognised that the move to a new Stadium 
would require a combination of transport arrangements. 

As far back as 1995, the Club undertook its first survey of travel needs. 
A detailed study of the postal addresses of season ticket holders 
and members, enabled a detailed profile of the geographic spread 
of regular spectators at Burnden Park to be established. Apart from 
a small number of fans who were registered at addresses as far 
apart as Inverness and Plymouth, the vast majority lived within the 
greater Bolton area. From this profile, it was possible to plan bus 
routes to cover not just Bolton itself, but also surrounding areas. 


In less than six months, Bolton Wanderers now operates the largest number 
of car parking spaces of any Premier League Club in the country, and 
provides a unique system of bus services covering the whole or the area 


A network of 14 routes ensured that the vast majority of fans had a 
reasonably local bus service to enable them easily to get to the 
new Stadium. Discussions with local bus operators took place 
when the routes were agreed and a flat rate fare of £1 was felt to 
be the best option to ensure speedy loading. 

Although several thousands now travel by bus, the car was always 
going to be the principal mode of transport. Discussions were held 
with Police and Local Authority about the car parking strategy and 
so began another exercise, selling hundreds of tickets for car parks 
which were still at that time under construction. 

Despite the large number of car parking spaces available, Bolton 
Wanderers recognised that even more would be needed. An offer 
was made by British Aerospace to open and operate around 1,000 
additional spaces, with the proceeds going to charity. 

The offer from a local school to provide additional car parking caused 
some concern to residents, and it was ultimately agreed to restrict 
the facility to Staff only parking. This was yet another important 
piece in a complex jigsaw. 

The new roadworks around the site, such as. Chorley New Road and De 
Haviland Way, all have cycle lanes. This provides yet another means 
for fans to travel to matches. 

Throughout, the needs of pedestrians have not been overlooked. 
Footpath links from Chorley New Road to the Stadium were 
planned; these were not available until more recently but, 
nonetheless, pedestrian traffic from Florwich has now been 
satisfied. 


Many fans walk from Blackrod and Westhoughton. Again their needs 
have been accommodated with new footpaths and pedestrian 
safety rails along De Haviland Way towards the M61 motorway. 

In less than six months, Bolton Wanderers now operates the largest 
number of car parking spaces of any Premier League Club in the 
country, and provides a unique system of bus services covering the 
whole of the area. A far cry indeed from the old days! 



14 routes ensure that the vast majority of fans have a reasonably 
local bus service to enable them to get easily to the new Stadium 
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Cladding 




T he stadium now moved at a frenzied pace with the construction 
process preparing to reach its dramatic climax. 

Cladding, roofing, blockwork. brickwork, mechanical and electrical 
installations continued on site and with them the continuing 
change in the stadium’s appearance. It was definitely no longer a 
building site, it had evolved into a project that was living up to the 
expectations and high standards set for it. The project now looked 
like the stadium that so many of its avid followers had discussed 
during the previous months. Seats began to find their position 
within their designated stand and with it a lifetime of viewing for 
their respective user. As season tickets were purchased, prospective 
spectators were keen to find out the location of their seat. It was a 
little too early for this yet but I had already commenced my own 
mission impossible, to test drive every seat in the stadium, (It was 
a hard job, but somebody had to do it). 

Before you begin to think that us on a site have nothing better to do all 
day,l never achieved my mission. 

Left: The teams colours are clad onto East Stand. 


However, having viewed the pitch from such obscure angles as the west 
stand roof and the floodlight masts, I settled for my favourite 
resting place, the front row of the upper level of the west stand- 
right on the halfway line. 

Meanwhile, back at the pitch level the former Prime Minister, Mr John 
Major had arrived on site. In the month ahead I am sure that this 
was one of Mr Major’s better days, meeting Nat Lofthouse, Colin 
Todd, and being given the honour of walking on the hallowed turf. 
I am sure Mr Major enjoyed the opportunity to put into place the 
first floodlight diamond on top of the floodlight mast at the South 
East corner of the Stadium. His handling of the crane was quite 
superb! 

The floodlights had arrived and glazing units were being installed with 
the cladding panels. The pitch remained in good condition in the 
early spring sun and with it a premier team stadium taking shape. 
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Left: The exposed 
steelwork to the roof 
is near completion. 
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continuing < 

appearance 


The roof starts to take its distinctive shape. 
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A & B MOTORS ltd 

'ncTYNESBANK garage 

LESTER ROAD, LITTLE HULTON, 

WALKDEN, MANCHESTER M38 OPT 
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L & I EATON LTD 

Accident Repair Centre 

ALDER STREET GARAGE (OPPOSITE FORMBY HALL) 
ATHERTON, LANCS, M46 9EY 



OFFICIAL REPAIRERS 

FOR ALL LEADING INSURANCE COMPANIES 
MECH. ENG. BODY REPAIRS. TUNING & SERVICING ETC 


RAC 


ALAN & VAL BOOTLE 

WISHING BOLTON WANDERERS FOOTBALL CLUB 
THE VERY BEST 
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By Paul Fletcher 
Cnief Executive 
Reebok Stadium 


A lmost a decade has now passed since the football disasters of the 
late 1980’s forced the Government to have an inquiry into the state 
of the Nations professional Stadia. 

Looking back, the Taylor Report has been a great success. This study, 
linked to grant funding from the Football Trust has allowed Clubs to 
provide safe, comfortable Stadiums for their spectators, without 
risking their league position. This last point is quite an important 
one. Prior to the Taylor Report and the obligations that spectators 
had to be seated, most Clubs were more likely to spend money on 
players than on their Stadium’s facilities. 

The old Burnley Chairman, Bob Lord, thought he was a visionary who 
could break the mould. He rebuilt the old Turf Moor Stadium in the 
early 1970’s. This put the Club in such financial difficulties that once 
the youth policy dried up around 1978 and players could not be sold 
to pay off the debts, the Club slid down to the bottom of the Fourth 
Division and almost out of the Football League. 

Following the Taylor Report it is recorded that around 66 Clubs out of the 
92 thought relocation (moving ground to a new site) was a better 
option than redevelopment (refurbishing the current ground). Ten 
years later, only eleven Clubs have pulled it off. 


The early relocations of Scunthorpe, Walsall, Northampton and Chester 
were pretty straightforward affairs with normally the Club selling 
their old ground for enough money to build a similar sized Stadium. 
Then followed a group of more imaginative Stadia with Millwall, 
Huddersfield and Middlesbrough, each looking to build something 
more than just a Stadium for football. 

The latest wave of Stadia involving Derby, Sunderland, Stoke and of 
course Bolton will become the best and possibly the last this century 
and bring the Taylor Report to a successful conclusion. 

Since I visited the Toronto Sky Dome in 1990, I have been involved in 
new Stadia development, and in my opinion the Reebok Stadium is 
by far the best in this country.in almost every aspect. 

Probably it would have proved an easier and cheaper option to cram 
40,000 seats into a traditional ‘shoe box’ design with four 
independent stands and not much else. But the visionaries on the 
Board at Bolton Wanderers had a much more businesslike approach 
and rather than re-inventing the wheel, visited dozens of new 
Stadiums and new stands to pick up inspirations and learn from 
early mistakes. 

The Reebok Stadium therefore provides some of the finest spectator 
facilities to be found anywhere in Europe. So on the first visit on the 
1st September 1997 Wanderers fans had a few items to look out for. 

The Pitch - You will not see much of the £400,000 investment, most 
of which is below the surface, but a mixture of 70% sand; 30% soil 
allows superb drainage. The long root, underground heating and 
sprinkler system could probably take three matches a week. 

The Track - Made from similar material to the new Tartan Running 
Tracks; this ‘spring’ surface not only provides a quality running track 
but is also dust free (this keeps the seats a lot cleaner in the 
lower tier). 

Pitch Perimeter Signage - A new system allows vertical 
advertising to the T.V. cameras (all these are taken by the Premier 
League for their core sponsors) measuring 2’ x 20” with the reverse 
an angled board pointing to spectators (do not miss the important 
‘Don’t go on the pitch’ and ‘Let’s kick racism out of football’ 
messages). 


The Goal Posts -i am sure the serious football spectators will not 
miss the new posts and nets. Without doubt the best nets for seeing 
the ball hit the net, ala Euro 96! 

The Seats - are a traditional moulded plastic but the ‘steppings’ (the 
distance between each row of seats) provide the most generous in 
British Football at 800 mm over 2’ 6”. If you do not believe me try 
sitting in the new stand at Elland Road! 

The Concourses - 8 spacious concourses, each allowing easy 
access between seats, toilets and food concessions. 

For Disabled - every area of the Stadium has been designed to cater 
for people with disabilities. The large areas pitchside in front of the 
Main Stand (home supporters end) and in front of the Bolton Evening 
News Stand provide easy access for Wanderers fans in wheelchairs. 
These slightly raised areas also offer a great view within 10 metres of 
play. Similar facilities are available for away supporters. For Wanderers 
wheelchair supporters an upper tier viewing position, behind glass is 
available in the North East Corner with a lift access, kindly sponsored 
by B.T. There is also a low level counter included at the ticket office. 
For supporters who have visual impairments a loop system links into 
the Stadium match broadcast at three front row locations for both 
home and away supporters, again sponsored by B.T. 

Televisions - Over 100 T.V. monitors are scattered around the 
Stadium showing both the build up to the game (from 1.15 pm 
onwards) up to kick off time when the match is shown live, so do 
not be scared to buy a coffee during the match, you will not miss 
any goals. 

The Concessions (Kiosks) - Operated by Gardner Merchant as 
part of their Stadium Catering Contract provide a good selection of 
food and refreshments. Fifteen of the concessions also offer beers 
and lagers - which of course must not be consumed in view of the 
pitch - and I know the John Smith’s and McEwans brands will 
be very popular. 

Statistics show that the most popular football spectators meal is a ‘Pie 
and a Pint’ and there will be adequate choice in the ‘Mahoney’s 
Kiosks’ and ‘Fast Eddies’ pie bars. 


Continued on page 105 
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- Congratulations to - 

Bolton Wanderers Football Club and Reebok 

HILLSIDE CARPETS LTD 

TUFTED CARPET MANUFACTURERS 80% WOOL 20 % NYLON 
TWIST PILE AND BERBER TWIST 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 
FRIDAY 
SATURDAY 


SPECIAL SIZES UNDERTAKEN 


8.15- 5.15 

8.15- 2.30 
9.00-12.00 


Century Mill 

George Street. Famworth, Bolton BL4 9RJ 
Tel/Fax: 01204 578629 



I. G. 

Fabrications Ltd 


SHEETMETAL FABRICATIONS ENGINEERS AND 
MANUFACTURERS OF ROLLER SHUTTER DOORS 


Unit A9 Brownlow Business Centre 

Darley Street, Bolton, BL1 3DX 

TEL: (01204) 371566 Fax: (01204) 371565 



Reebok Stadium 


Congratulations to BWFC on 
» your move to the 

Reebok ^ Stadium 



HOLMARK FABRICATIONS LTD 


SPECIALISTS IN STAINLESS 
STEEL FABRICATION 

• 

PRECISION SHEETMETAL 
AND FABRICATION 
ENGINEERS FOR ALL 
INDUSTRIES 

Unit 13A, The Locomotion Estate, 
Chorley New Road, Horwich, 
Bolton BL6 5UE 
Tel: 01204 667376 
Fax: 01204 694135 



‘TPfoity, Pe*uU<M4„ 

MIKE GANNON 

Insurance and Financial Consultant 



10 Babylon Lane, Adlington, Lancashire, PR6 9NN 

Tel: 01257 - 482534 or 01257 - 481855 (Anytime) 


< Srtuvtt 'Soc&itte&b Sftecozltet 

O Appointed Representative of Lincoln, a marketing group regulated by the Personal Investment Authority, and authorised 
in that capacity only to sell and advise on Lincoln life assurance, pensions and unit trusts. 


MIKE 


^Products and services not provided by the Lincoln Group of Companies* 
Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loans secured on it. 
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Waste Bins - Are banned from most Football Stadiums but please 
use the plastic containers for all your waste paper and plastic glasses. 
Electronic Scoreboard - or Video Screens as they are now called 
are located in the South East corner of the Stadium between the Nat 
Lofthouse Stand sponsored by Matthew Browns and the Visitors 
South Stand (yet to be named). Scoreboards have moved quickly 
from black and white bulb technology; to colour bulb/computer 
technology to the Jumbotron - as used at Highbury and White Hart 

Lane to.The Reebok Stadium, which features the very, very 

latest in L.E.D. technology imported from China via Milan to Bolton. 
If ever the Premier League will allow video screens to help the 
referee make decisions we are ready and waiting. 

Executive Box and Hospitality Suite Holders - the 46 

individual suites, again provide superb facilities which include the 
three key requirements for companies wanting to entertain guests 
at matchdays. 



Research shows they have:- 

1. Comfortable seats outside the suite to allow guests to get the full 
atmosphere of the game. 

2. Good food and service within a spacious suite. 

3. Private bars outside the suite to allow box holders to meet (and 
network) with other suite holders and their guests. 

And on top of this, the Reebok Stadium suites offer a few added features 
which may not be noticeable, but all are very important. 

Outside the suite a 7’ drop to spectator seating stops spectators 
turning around to look into the suite to see the action replay of the 
goal, shown on the T.V. inside the suite. This causes serious 
problems at other new stadia. 

The first tier of seats on the balcony outside the suites are one step 
below the suite itself. This allows guests to stay in the suite if they 
wish and get a clear view of the match without being obstructed by 
guests sitting in the seats outside the suite. 

Each suite has its own waiter/waitress for the day plus a hospitality 
host/hostess who looks after Suiteholders ‘every need’ via a call button. 
Each Suite has its own colour T.V. with Sky; Terrestrial and live 
football channel; 

Each Suite has a fridge and adequate hanging space for coats. 

The four private bars that support the suites are named:- 
The Presidents Bar - Main Stand - Presidents Suite. 

The Hopkinson Bar - Main Stand - Executive Suites. 

The Matthew Brown Bar - Nat Lofthouse Stand - Matthew Brown Suites. 
The Foweracre Bar - Nat Lofthouse Stand - Hall of Fame Suites. 

It will not just be the last, it will be 
better by far than any of its 
predecessors.by a mile. 

Paul Fletcher, Chief Executive Reebok Stadium 
One month prior to opening in September 1997. 


For supporters who have joined the Clubs, again superb facilities will 
add to a great day out watching Premier League Football. 

For Platinum Club Members -a magnificent Banqueting Suite 
in the main West Stand, centrally located in between the Presidents 
and Executive Suites, provides an air conditioned buffet lunch in 
one of the finest settings in the Premier League. Four large bars 
each within easy reach of the live action T.V. will become the place 
for after match celebrations or commiserations. For the match, the 
best cushioned seats in the house are reserved in the upper and 
lower tiers. 

For Lion of Vienna Club Members - similar larger suite in 
the Nat Lofthouse Stand provides a great facility for fans who may 
not want to eat at every game. A buffet, or bar snack meal is available 
as are similar facilities to those in the Platinum Club 
with central seats for the match in the upper tier of the Nat 
Lofthouse Stand. 

Match Sponsors - are located in a plush suite on level two between 
the Platinum Club and Presidents Suites. This room can accommodate 
a minimum of 20 up to a maximum of 50 sponsors guests. Its private 
bar adjoins the President Bar and is one of eleven independent bars 
within the Stadium. 

The McDonalds Family Enclosure - recently sponsored by 
fast food giants McDonalds, features the only food concession in the 
Stadium which does not sell alcohol, this area of around 3,000 seats 
is serviced by two food concession points (one does sell alcohol) 
and is located in the upper tier of the Bolton Evening News Stand. 

If there were another three pages available I could write about the 
hundreds of other similar advantages the Reebok Stadium has over 
other recent Stadiums. 

Although Everton are starting to talk about leaving Goodison, I am sure 
it will not happen this century, if at all, which could leave the Reebok 
Stadium as the last of the Stadiums which have resulted from the 
Taylor Report. It will not just be the last, it will be better by far than 
any of its predecessors.by a mile. 
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BONDS 


TYRE & EXHAUST CENTRE 


UNIT 2, PEARL BROOK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
HORWICH, BOLTON. BL6 5PX 

TEL & FAX: 01204 667379 
EVENING: 01204 692146 


• TRUCK TYRES • CAR TYRES • EXHAUSTS • 

• BREAK DOWNS • BATTERIES • TRACKING • 

• BALANCING CAR & TRUCK • M.O.T REPAIRS • 

• M.O.T 14 DAYS FREE RETEST • HOME START • 
AA. SHOCKERS • BRAKES • M.O.T • 

L V * • UNBEATABLE PRICES • 



OAKES FIRE PROTECTION LTD 

Supply & maintenance of fire fighting equipment since / 955 


Are pleased to have been associated with Bolton Wanderers for the last thirty 
years and wish them every success in their new home 


THE COMPLETE 

FIRE 

EXTINGUISHER 

SERVICE 


Sales, Service & Refills all equipment supplied 
& maintained to British and EN3 Standards 


( Membe^ohhe^olton^&^u^ 

Chamber of Commerce 




Fourth Street, Barrow Bridge, 
Bolton, Lancashire, BL1 7NW 
Telephone/Fax: 01204 845876 


FOR QUALITY AND 
RELIABILITY 


w Rcebok Stadium 


STANLEY ROAD GARAGE 

Car Care Centre 


EST1972 


SERVICING TO ALL MAKES AND MODELS 


UNIfiMU . 


FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE • ALL MAKES & MODELS 
VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE • LIFETIME WARRANTY 


MOT TESTING♦ FREE RE-TEST* MOT PREPARATION WORK^> 


FOR BETTER PERFORMANCE • IMPROVED ECONOMY 
LATEST DIAGNOSTIC MACHINE 


ACCIDENT & RUST DAMAGE REPAIRS 


> 



clUTch 



CRYPTOM 

TUNING 


BOLTON 01204 842550 


STANLEY ROAD, BOLTON (OFF CHORLEY OLD ROAD) 








& 72ec<vi @e*ttne 

Painting contractors for homes, hotels, hospitals, 
offices, and domestic and commercial properties. 

Our Decor Centre stocks a large selection of wallpaper, 
paints and tools and we also provide a delivery and 
free advice service. 

Call now on 0161 799 6900 

or come in and see us at 
Wynne Street. Cleggs Lane. 

Little Hulton, Manchester 

(Rear of Dones Belting Shop) 


/ 
















































Specially deigned access and seating 
facilities for disabled supporters. 



Disabled Facilities 



* 


Liam O’Connor 
Vice Chairman 
BWFC Disabled 
Supporters Association 


E ven though Burnden Park was almost 100 years old and not 
designed for wheelchairs or disabled people, from my early days as 
a supporter, the club was always prepared to listen and provide the 
best possible facilities whenever possible. I am delighted that this 
process has continued at the new Reebok where myself and many 
other disabled fans are able to watch football amongst some of the 
finest facilities in Europe. 

At Burnden I remember initially sitting behind the manager’s dug out. 
It was a great place to watch football and listen to the manager’s 
choice language. As more disabled fans started to attend matches 
we were then relocated into the Great Lever End. But always we 
entered the Stadium through the players tunnel and it was a 
particular thrill to get to know some players personally. 

Initially, when I became disabled I was very depressed and football 
provided for me a great focus. Not only the football itself but I 
became involved in disabled issues regarding football. I am now 
delighted to be Vice-Chairman of the Bolton Wanderers Disabled 



Supporters Association and represent Bolton Wanderers Football 
Club on the National Committee. Our organisation is officially 
recognised by the club, and the club always consult and listen 
when we have strong views on a subject. 

It was obviously a great privilege, when we realised that Burnden Park 
would close, to be involved in helping to design facilities at the 
new Stadium. In the very early days we met with Director Graham 
Ball, Chief Executive Des McBain and PR Officer Alan Fullelove who 
went on to become the President of our Association. 

We realised that we were representing not only the current Wanderers 
fans but also disabled supporters from future generations who 
would use the Stadium. We needed to get it right. 


Alan Roberts BT, Nat 
Lofthouse President BWFC 
and Kevin Prince from the 
B.W.D.S.A. after 
the official unveilling. 



Now that it is open we are delighted. To us it is the eighth wonder of 
the world. But, like other areas of the Stadium we have had our 
teething problems. Nevertheless, through meeting and talking 
them through we have been able to iron these out. 

I suppose our problems are quite obvious. Parking, drop off points, 
easy access to the Stadium and toilets, good views and special 
needs for our blind and hard of hearing supporters. Superb access 
is available via a special corner door which leads directly to a 
slightly raised concrete platform to the North East corner of the 
ground. From car park to viewing position not one step! 

It is possible to watch the match either from a side view about 5 metres 
from the touchline (40 wheelchair positions), or from a position 
behind the goals (32 wheelchair positions). Visiting fans have a 
similar facility behind the goals at the South of the Stadium with 32 
wheelchair positions being available. Disabled helpers can sit 
directly behind on the front row of the Stadium unless they want to 
sit alongside when the club provide chairs on request. 

We also benefit from a superb upper tier viewing facility kindly 
sponsored by British Telecom aptly named The B.T. Suite and 
officially opened by Club President Nat Lofthouse OBE . This glass 
fronted suite sits alongside the clubs executive boxes on level two 
in the North East corner. It accommodates 30 wheelchair users plus 
their helpers and access is available via excellent lifts and dedicated 
corridors free of stairs or obstacles. A similar suite is planned for 
the South East corner of the Stadium. 

The suite also has an induction loop system for supporters with vision 
impairments and a similar system is available pitchside for both 
home and away supporters. Again this system was kindly 
sponsored by B.T. but designed by ourselves and Bolton Wanderers 

As I originate from Dublin I suppose I should have become a 
Manchester United supporter. But Bolton Wanderers are my team 
and always will be. I never regret supporting this warm, friendly 
club. Bolton Wanderers Football Club have made me proud by 
their commitment not only by providing the town with one of the 
best Stadiums in Europe, but they have listened and delivered 
facilities for their disabled supporters which I am sure cannot be 
bettered in English football. 
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Services to the Concrete Diamond 
Drilling and Cutting Industry 


Sales • Service • Repairs • Hires 
of Diamond Core Drilling and Floor Sawing Machines 


!a Clarke House, Clarke Street Off Longcauseway 
Farnworth, Bolton BL4 9JH 
Tel: 01204 793 303 Fax: 01204 403 804 
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SHELTON STORAGE & TRANSPORT f 


24 HR SERVICE SPECIALISTS 

FOR GROUPAGE & GENERAL HAULAGE • FULL & PART LOADS ACCEPTED 
• BOX VANS • TAUTLINERS FROM 3.5 TO 17 TONNE • 
STORAGE SPACE & FACILITIES AVAILABLE 


HEAD OFFICE 

Hollies Farm, Leek Road, 
Cheddleton, Nr Leek 
Staffs, ST13 7HG, 
Telephone 01538 360449 


Enquiries to: 

BOLTON WAREHOUSE 

Wadsworth Industrial Estate 
High Street, Bolton 
Lancs, BL3 6JZ 
Telephone 01204 529133 


"Good luck & best wishes to Bolton Wanderers for 1997/8 season" 































West Stand 


Plan Ground Level 



South Stand 
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Nat Lofthouse Stand Sponsored by Matthew Brown Pic 


©— Spectator Concourse 
0 — Food and Drink Concessions 
©— Toilets 
0 — First Aid Room 
0 — Main Reception 
0 — Ticket Office 
0 — Commercial Office 
0 — B.W.F.C. Administration 
0 — Reebok Stadium Administration 
Referee’s Room 

Female Official’s Changing Room 
Visitor’s Warm Up Room 
Visitor’s Changing/Showers 
Home Changing/Showers 
Home Warm Up Room 
Physiotherapist Room 
Doctor’s Office 
Manager’s Office 
Assistant Manager/Coaches 
Beer Cellar 
Sauna 

Youth Development Officer 
Boot Room 
©- Kit Room 
m- Store 
0 — Store 

T.V. Interview Room 
Police Cells 
Unadopted Space 
Telecom Room 
Satellite Rrst Aid Room 
0 — Switch Room 
0 — Transformer Room 

Generator Room Switch 
High Voltage Switch Room 
Photographer’s Room 
Middlebrook Exhibition Centre 
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we care 


WE ARE PLEASED TO SUPPORT BOLTON WANDEREAERS 


SANDS 

ENGINEERING CO. LTD 

The Brassworks 

All Saints Street, Bolton, BL1 2ES 
Phone: 01204 523158 Fax: 01204 532728 

CASTINGS, MACHINING, PIPEWORK 


CONE ON YOU WHITES 
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LEX 


Committed to 
Customer Service 


FIND OUT WHY LEX ROVER 
MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 



A 


Always a large selection 
of quality used vehicles 
Motability Specialists 
Business User Specialists 
Latest Service facilities 
Rover Approved Accident 
Repair Centre 


RELAX, WE RE ROVER DEALERS. 

Lex Rover 

Manchester Road, Bolton Tel: 01204 532241 



THE 4x4 
SPECIALI 

■ Demonstrations arranged at your 
home or office 

■ Wide selection of used 4x4s available 

■ High Technology Service Department 



Bell Lane, Bury 

0161 7611121 


Lex 

Land Rover 
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Plan 




South Stand 
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Tower Entrance. 

Lion of Vienna Stand 


0 — Platinum Suite 
0— Piazza Bars 
©—Sponsor's Lounge 
0 — President’s Bar 
0 — President’s Suites 
0—20 Person Suite 
Kitchen 

Level Two Reception 
0 — Hopkinson Bar 
0— Main Kitchen 
0 — Executive Suites 
0 — Sky TV Suite 
0 — Touchline T.V. 

<D Big Screen Operation 
0 — Matchday Announcer 
& Ground Control Suite 
© Future Fit Out 
<D Upper Level Disabled Viewing 
0— The B.T. Suite Upper Level Disabled 
Viewing 

0 — The Foweracre Bar 
Hall Of Fame Suites 
0 — Kitchen 
0— Hall Of Fame 
©- Burnden Lounge 
©- Lion Of Vienna Suite 
0— Matthew Brown Bar 
Matthew Brown Suites 
0— Nat Lofthouse Stand Reception 
0— Kitchen 
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A s the project entered into May, the four month countdown to 
completion began. 

The stadium progress continued at a hectic pace with all areas of work 
being opened up to allow their respective activities to commence. 
In the background to the site activity, the interior design scheme had 
been finalised and work was under way to ensure that the 
commitments given to ensuring quality would be achieved. 

In and around the site other construction works were commencing 
with the need to ensure safe access to the stadium a priority. The 
Middlebrook development was beginning to look like a 
construction convention with a variety of contractors committed to 
ensure the completion of their respective parts. 

The focal point and the centre piece of the development was and is 
undoubtedly The Reebok Stadium. The conglomeration of big name 
companies had only been enticed to the area by the fact that it 
would be home to one of Europe’s premier stadiums. 


The stadium itself was nearing ever closer to being watertight. Cladding 
panels and brickwork began to enclose the stands from the exterior 
whilst the inside had become enclosed by the positioning of the 
huge precast concrete terrace units which had now taken up their 
position in the stadium.The need to achieve a watertight building 
was essential to ensure that the finishes could commence in order 
to meet completion. 

In the stands, a number of seats were taking their positions but it was 
still too early to appreciate the huge ‘Reebok’ design that would 
preoccupy the East stand seating. The pitch perimeter was being 
prepared in readiness for the perimeter running track that would 
see many a famous foot cross it. The structural steelwork operation 
neared completion but with it the presentation of another problem: 
How to paint the steelwork? 

A gang of dedicated abseiling painters descended on site quite literally and 
would remain until every last beam had been given its coat of paint. 

In each corner the floodlights were taking shape with huge scaffold 
towers being assembled to facilitate the assembly of the final 
installation. 


Preparing for the arrival of the floodlight heads. 
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The abseilers arrive on site. 


External cladding takes 
the building one step 
nearer to completion. 


View from the Sky Box 


A gang of dedicated abseiling painters descended on site quite literally 
and would remain until every last beam had been given its coat of paint 
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Congratulations to 

Bolton Wanderers on the 
new Reebok Stadium 

Good wishes for the future in the 
Premier League 

All specifications of Testliners, Fluting 
Medium and Chip for corrugated 
case manufacture and specialised 
packaging applications produced 
from 100% reconstituted fibre from 
waste paper. 


DANISCO PAPER LTD 

Creams Mill, Mytham Road 
Little Lever, Bolton BL3 1AU 

Tel: 01204 573811 
Fax: 01204 862574 
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EXTENSION SPECIALISTS 



FROM PLANS TO COMPLETION 

R. & M.J. FARRELL 

•LOFT CONVERSIONS • GARAGES, ETC... 

•ESTABLISHED 19 YEARS 


FOR A FREE ESTIMATE RING 
"B NORWICH 01204 692141 MOBILE 0374 877287 


TASK 

OFFICE 

SYSTEMS 

LIMITED 


137 CHURCH STREET 
HORWICH, BOLTON 
LANCS B L 6 7 B R 


C 


TEL: 01204 668022 
FAX: 01204 667112 
e:mail: sales@taskos.co.uk 


SUPPORT AND SUPPLIERS 
OF OFFICE SYSTEMS 

• Photocopiers • Computers • 

• Printers • Faxes • Software • 


Networking' 


The Directors and Staff would like 
to congratulate Bolton Wanderers 
Football Club on their move to the 

Reebok Stadium 
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s Dinners 


An event to remember.... 


• Full audio visual back up can be provided 
with precisely designed layouts. 

• All rooms have good natural daylight and advanced air 
circulation systems. 

• As exclusive caterers to the Reebok Stadium, Ring & Brymer, with a 
wealth of experience, are the foremost specialists in prestige events. 

• Our accomplishments have excelled from catering for the monarchy, 

Ambassadors and dignitaries in days gone by, to today’s pre-eminent service at 
Royal Ascot, Alfred McAlpine Stadium Huddersfield and Murrayfield Stadium Edinburgh. 

• The standard of cuisine is exemplary - whether traditional or contemporary in style. 

Our unrivalled expertise, extending far beyond catering, ensures your event is managed with 
the utmost professionalism. 

• The Reebok Stadium is located in a superb location, off junction 6 of the M61 motorway, and 
has 2000 free car parking spaces. 

• Your event is as important to us, as it is to you and your company. Whatever your event, you can relax 
with the confidence that every detail in both the planning and delivery, will be second to none. 

To discuss your individual requirements and bookings, 

simply call our Sales Manager at the Reebok Stadium. 

Tel: 01204 673730 
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Christmas Parties 


Rings/Brymer .... At the Reebok Stadium 

GARDNER MERCHANT 

... one of the hallmarks of leisure at Gardner Merchant 
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Gary Atkinson 
General Manager 
Ring & Brymer 



T he Reebok Stadium, as well as being home to Bolton Wanderers 
Football Club on matchdays, on non-matchdays, it is a vibrant 
conference and banqueting centre, incorporating the largest purpose 
built suites in Bolton. 

Its array of rooms, a total of 54, have all been designed and built to the 
highest specification. Their features include natural daylight, advanced 
air-circulation systems, generous ceiling heights, private bars, wide 
access doors and lift access. The two largest Suites, the Lion of Vienna 
and Platinum enjoy panoramic views of the pitch, as do the 46 
Executive Boxes and Corner Boxes. State of the art projection, video 
and sound systems are added features of the Lion of Vienna Suite. 
Each and every room can be easily adapted to create the right kind of 
atmosphere for each individual event - from a private dinner for 10, 
right up to a conference or banquet for 500 people. 

The conference and banqueting rooms are situated in the West and Nat 
Lofthouse Stand within the Stadium. Both stands have large car parks 
adjacent to each entrance, reception areas and cloakrooms. 


A presentation in progress, availability for up to 500 guests. 

Level two of the West stand houses the second largest suite, the 
Platinum. Ideal for dinners for up to 350 people or a theatre style 
presentation for up to 500 people. With its added feature of the 
adjacent Piazza Bar, it is impressive in every way. This additional 
area is suitable for all different aspects of the event, from pre dinner 
drinks, teas and coffees, registration, exhibition displays and is 
adjacent to its own reception desk. 

Adjacent to the Platinum Suite is the Sponsors Lounge. A smaller room 
but by no means less impressive. This room is ideal for the smaller, 
intimate affair of up to 50 people seated theatre or banquet style. 

Level one in the West stand houses the Boardroom (Director’s Guests’ 
Room on match days) and the Wanderers Suite (Players Lounge on 
matchdays). The Wanderers is a very adaptable room, equally as 
suitable for a conference as it is for a celebration party. This Suite 
is self-contained with its own bar and toilet facilities. 


The East stand is home of the Lion of Vienna Suite, as previously 
mentioned above. This suite, with its purpose built dance floor, can 
accommodate 450 for a dinner dance. State of the art projection, 
video and sound systems are added features of the Lion of Vienna 
Suite. Another Suite, the Burnden, due to be completed in August 
1998, will accommodate up to 160 people for a dinner dance. 

Ring & Brymer, one of the hallmarks of leisure at Gardner Merchant are 
exclusive caterers to the Reebok Stadium after being awarded a 10 
year contract. They have a wealth of experience and are the 
foremost catering specialists in prestige events. Their 
accomplishments have excelled from catering for the monarchy, 
Ambassadors and dignitaries in days gone by, to today’s pre¬ 
eminent service at Royal Ascot, Alfred McAlpine Stadium, 
Huddersfield, the Royal Albert Hall and Murrayfield Stadium 
Edinburgh to name but a few. 

The standard of cuisine is exemplary - whether traditional or 
contemporary in style. Their unrivalled expertise, extending far 
beyond catering, ensures all events are managed with the utmost 
professionalism. 

Since opening its doors on 1st September 1997, the Stadium has already 
played host to numerous prestigious events both the local and 
national markets, the North West Chambers of Commerce Annual 
Dinner, The 1997 National Training Awards Presentation and the 
Bolton and Bury Export Club Dinner. 

One highly successful venture which brought together the three 
Stadium companies, the Football Club, Reebok Stadium and Ring 
& Brymer, was the hosting of The Antiques Roadshow for the BBC 
in November 1997 (due to be aired in March 1998). This took place 
in the Stadium’s Exhibition Hall, which offers 35,000 sq. ft. of very 
easily accessible open space. 

Events like these are fast assisting the Reebok Stadium in becoming 
recognised as one of the leading conference and banqueting centre 
in the North of England. 
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CAl-COM SVSTCMS 

Electrical, Electronic & Mechanical 
Inspection, Test & Measuring Equipment 
Repair & Calibration Services 


▼ 

Free Quotations 

▼ 

Onsite Calibration 

▼ 

Appliance Testing 

▼ 

iSO/N PL Traceable Certificates 

V 

Fixed Price Contracts 

▼ 

New Instrumentation / 
Accessories Supplied 

▼ 

Fast Turnaround Times 

▼ 

Automated Re-call Service 

▼ 

CAl-COM SVSTCMS 

Unit 11, Lecturers Close, Bolton, BL3 6DG 

Telephone 01204 383311 Fax 01204 382556 

Wishing BWFC & the 

Rccbok Stadium 

a successful future. 



A UNIQUE VENUE 



• Exceptional state of the art conference 
facilities seating up to 700 guests 

•Luxury air conditioned banqueting facilities for 
up to 7)00 guests 


•Purpose built Conference Centre, 
comprising 4 meeting rooms and 3 
sy ndicate rooms 


•12 \ superbly appointed en suite 
bedrooms 


•Extensive Health As Leisure Clnlt:- 
2 indoor swimming pools, jacuzzi, 
steam room. sauna, situ beds, sfputsh 
court. snooker room, fully equipped gym, 
aerobics room and beauty therapy 


• 1 Tea Shop, Bakery, Ice ('ream Parlour 
Pub . Craft and Gift Shops 


• Easily accessable with free parking for up 
to 1000 cars 


All st*I in beautiful countryside, with 
delightful views over the Pennine Moors, 
yet just 10 minutes away from the 
motorway network. 



11< >TEL ^ KI S IA1 RANT 

Nr BOLTON 


★ ★ ★ ★ 

For more information telephone:- 

01204 591131 

Bromley Cross. Bolton, Lancs. BL7 C )PZ 




UZllrlK'L I 


Now at Moor Lane 

Telephone (01204) 520082 



Pay Cash Pay Less! 


Open Every Day 

1001 

to choose from 

SO COME ON DOWN 
FOR THE BEST 
PRICES IN TOWN. 


We’re the cheapest in England 
So Come On Down & 
Give U s Yom Support 
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Charles Batchelor 
Sucha Design 


S ucha Design were employed by Bolton Wanderers F.C. to be 
responsible for the interior design and interior contracting of the 
hospitality areas within the stadium. 

The Board of Bolton Wanderers Football Club had taken up the 
challenge that the stadium was not for football alone, that the 
hospitality spaces created for football could and would be used 
365 days of the year for functions, conventions, exhibitions, 
seminars etc. The competition for this business is great, mainly 
from Hotels, and even with the draw of such a magnificent structure, 
the Reebok Stadium would have to compete at the highest level. 
The main thrust of Sucha Design is Hotels, Hospitality and Leisure - for 
the major Hotel groups. The spin off from this would be that the 
Bolton Wanderers fans would have some of the best interior 
designed facilities in football. 

From the outset our concept was that the hospitality areas in both East 
and West stands should have a thread of continuity and continue 
the colour themes to the club concourse and open stadium and 
that the individual areas should be identifiable. The atmosphere 
should mirror the warmth and friendliness of the club. We believed 
that this could best be achieved through the flooring design. 


Sample colours, patterns and fixtures 
are presented to show the various 
themes that feature throughout the 
Suites and Hospitality areas. 


Having researched carpets with club logos installed in many sporting 
premises, we came to the conclusion that none were practical or 
offered any comfort and warmth to the rooms nor did they do 
justice to the club’s image. So it was that we designed the 
background carpet using the basic blue of Bolton and a palette of 
deep colours in a geometric design, in keeping with the Stadium. 
It is not a tartan, though many have laid claim to it with spurious 
Scottish ancestry suggestions being the McBain, Hargreaves or the 
McGinlay. 

The basic design was then identified in each of the areas. The Platinum 
Suite, with the introduction of Platinum colours, the club logo 
interwoven with the new logo ribbons for a crisp mainly corporate 
image. The Lion of Vienna with the introduction of the rampant lion 
set in ribbons of gold and terracotta for a warm, lively function 
area. The Wanderers and Directors Lounge with the introduction of 
gold and green and a diamond motif taken from the furniture “in 
lay” for a cosy welcoming atmosphere as befits a Players Lounge 
and Directors watering hole. 

With the base colourings of the carpets set, Sucha Design focused on 
the designs for the individual areas building up schemes of fabrics, 
wallcovering and paint finishes. 

Lighting schemes and ceiling layouts were adapted to provide greater 
interest and options for the multi-function end use. It was also 
important to incorporate services that would be needed by the 
Function Conference or Exhibition organiser for visual and audio 
presentation, data and telecommunication and all within an 
attractive environment. 

The last week leading to the first game saw long hours fitting the 
specialist blinds and blackout window treatments to satisfy the 
licensing laws for football; setting in position the 48 specially 
manufactured box tables; 1200 banquet chairs and tables; Sponsors 
Lounge sofas; poser tables and cafE chairs; the list goes on right 
down to selecting, framing and installing the pictures on the wall. 



One area which gave us immense pleasure was the Chairmans Suite. He 
had commissioned the furniture for the room some eighteen 
months earlier and we were invited to view the furniture at the 
manufacturer’s, jim Greenall - a master craftsman. It is exquisite in 
traditional Georgian style with Bolton Wanderers’ own pattern 
marquetry inlays. Our brief was to design the room around it and 
in keeping with it. 

The entrance is through the mahogany doors where visiting Chairmen 
and dignitaries are shown through to the rotunda. This is the domed 
circular vestibule which is washed in blue light with spotlights 
picking out the Bolton Wanderers F.C. logo laid in the white and 
black marble floor. To the west, oversize mahogany doors curved 
to the wall lead through to the Chairman’s Suite, to the east the 
doors to the pitch and the roar of the crowd. 

As we were completing the Chairman’s Suite, putting the finishing 
touches to the dried flowers, Graham Ball and Des McBain came in 
with top members of the board of juventus, over to play Manchester 
United but taking the time to visit our own impressive stadium. 

As I said at the beginning, working at the Reebok Stadium has been a 
joy and with still more areas to complete it continues to be a 
privilege to work on this magnificent Stadium. 
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ALUMINIUM 
BRASS 
^F COPPER 
W BRONZE 
f STAINLESS STEEL 
MILD STEEL 


AVAILABLE IN: 

^F SHEETS 
RODS 

f EXTRUSIONS 
WIRE TUBE 


Bankfield Works, Emlyn Street, 
Farnworth, Bolton BL4 7EB 
Telephone: (01204) 792912 
Fax: (01204)573104/862506 
Acts: (01204)571143 



vm 

Product Services Ltd. 



CLE SERVICES 

0CAL FAMILY OPTICIANS 


COME ON 

vm I LA/UITCOI 


• Quality care with value, 
choice, and personal service 

• FREE CHILDREN’S GLASSES, WITH 
lots of trendy frames to choose from 

• Designer eyewear 

• Prescription work & frame repairs 
“while you wait" in many cases 


FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

EECALL 0500 844888 

OR CALL IN AT 14 MARSDEN STREET 

ESTHOUGHTON TOWN CENTRE 

ADJACENT TO THE NEW PAVILION SQUARE 


F Recbok Stadium 


(Discount ‘Padding & (Disposables 

148 Blackburn Road, BL1 8DR Telephone: 01204 399250 


• POLYTHENE & PAPER PACKAGING • 
• ADHESIVE TAPES • 

• CATERING DISPOSABLES • 


EX’OE’L 

AtuiA 

PROFESSIONAL 

RECRUITMENT 

Complete your winning team 
by using our professional recruitment service 

Excel (Employment Consultants) Limited 
Lancaster House, 7 Great Moor Street, Bolton, Lancashire BL1 1NZ 
Telephone: 01204 363202 Fax: 01204 363524 



















Police control and security centre 
from here all aspects of the stadium 
can be monitored. 


Colin Sumner 
Safety Officer BWFC 



I n January 1992, four and a half years after retiring from the Police 
Force, a chance conversation and my love of football led me to the 
offices of Burnden Park for interview with Des McBain and Gordon 
Hargreaves. They were responding, I think rather reluctantly like 
many other football clubs, to a Taylor Report recommendation that 
all clubs should employ a Safety Officer. In fairness to the 
interviewers, I doubt if they really knew what was to be expected 
from the holder of this post that had been foisted on the British 
football world in the wake of the Hillsborough disaster. Other than 
a cryptic four line job description and a verbal instruction to ‘sort 
the stewards out, neither did I. Everyone was starting from scratch. 

I inherited in the region of eighty people who fell into the category of 
Ground Steward. Perhaps 15 of that number looked upon their job 
with any kind of seriousness. The rest, many of whom were still at 
or had just left school, thought it was a good idea to watch their 
favourite team and get paid for it at the same time. 

There was no training of any kind, little discipline or safety awareness, 
the Stewards were badly equipped and few accepted any kind of 
responsibility in the knowledge that whatever happened, the police 
would sort it out. I was subsequently to learn that many of my 
counterparts had been faced with similar attitudes and situations. 
Little wonder that Lord Chief Justice Taylor made so many 


recommendations. The biggest hurdle to overcome was the 
transition of total control of safety management from the police to 
the club. The Police had always taken this task on in addition to 
their job of law enforcement. This transition meant that supporters 
would have to comply with requests and instructions from 
Stewards, not Police Officers. The response to some one in an 
orange jacket was hardly likely to be that given to someone dressed 
all in blue. Six years later I like to think that this changeover is 
complete but, not before countless Stewards have had to soak up 
a great deal of abuse. 

In the close season of 1992 the clubs very first press advertisement for 
Stewards produced just a single applicant. He was a middle aged 
gent who was on sick leave from stress. In the same period of 1997, 
well over 400 applied. Some may think that the main reason for 
this contrast is the difference between the Wanderers being in the 
Premier Division and the wrong end of the second division. That 
may have something to do with it but, I know that there is a lot 
more to it than that. Stewards are interviewed, vetted and assessed 
to a degree that only one out of every five are recommended as 
acceptable for training. The training programme is intensive and 
encompasses emergency procedures, fire prevention, first aid, 
searching techniques, customer relations, knowledge of and 
enforcement of ground regulations, compliance with a very strict 
code of conduct and conditions of employment to name but just a 
few. This training programme is now set to a national standard 
whereas, six years previously, it was down to each individual 
Safety Officer. 

Stewards are now better paid, better equipped, they comply with a very 
strict discipline code, have their own rank structure and, most 
importantly, accept the responsibility of policing - with a small ‘p’ 
of course, every aspect of safety within the Stadium. All these 
matters have contributed to attracting a calibre of men and women 
that respond to an organisation that has more than a degree of 
professionalism about it. Our friends in blue are now only in 
attendance at B.W.F.C. for public order matters. Now, many clubs 
regularly have police free matches. 


I liken our Stadium on match day to a town with a 25,000 population. 
Most incidents that occur in that town will and do occur in our 
Stadium. Lost children, lost wallets, broken bones, disputes, 
damage, drunkenness, offensive behaviour to name a few, even 
death. All these matters and control of the venue are handled from 
the Stadium Control Room. This room is staffed by key personnel 
from the club and the emergency services who have at their disposal 
the equipment and expertise to deal with literally any occurrence. 
In the room police trained stewards operate the numerous C.C.T.V. 
cameras that constantly scan the exterior, the concourses and the 
seated area. All cameras produce a precise colour image and 
everything seen by all cameras are recorded on a multiplex recorder. 
If any fan wants his picture taking the system has an instamatic 
camera facility and we can also get ground pictures when we link 
in to the Police Helicopter. Obviously, any form of illegal behaviour 
can be watched, photographed and used in evidence if necessary. 
The radio systems used by the Stewards, Police and Ambulance 
Service are operated and recorded in this room as well as the 
Turnstile monitoring system and the Stadiums 75 emergency 
telephones. The Stadium has over 1,200 smoke/heat detectors and 
manual call points which are constantly monitored on the Control 
Rooms master panel. 

I know that for many of our fans the move from Burnden Park was not 
easily accepted. People had stood where their Grandads had stood, 
there was nostalgia, even those who recognised its frailties and 
Victorian facilities were heard to say ‘well it’s a dump, but, it’s our 
dump’. I have walked beneath the Manchester Road Stand 
innumerable times and looked up at those tinder dry timber 
supports, and shuddered. Two of the elements that have in the 
past contributed to disaster have been the age and poor structural 
condition of the Stadium - lets not kid ourselves, at Burnden Park 
we had those two elements. The move to the Reebok has eliminated 
those risks and for that I applaud (and encore) everyone who had 
the foresight, the energy and many sleepless nights in bringing the 
transfer about. A third and equally important element is the safety 
management of the Stadium, if it is sloppy then the other two do 
not make up for it. From the Chairman down there is an ongoing 
determination within the Club to ensure as far as is reasonably 
practicable, complete safety for everyone. 
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ADVANCED 


steel services limited 


ADVANCED CUSTOMER UPDATE 

No glossy brochure/no Euromarkets dribble 
Just a commitment to deliver your steel on time - at a fair price! 


STOP PRESS ■ 

STOP PRESS 

New saw commissioned - now 4 
on-site saws - full mitre cutting on 
site in addition to multi-cutting 
automatic facilities - phone now with 
all enquiries 


Due to popular demand further 
copies of our info sheets on Bright 
Specs/Welded Mesh/Flooring 
panels are now available 




STOP PRESS 


STOP PRESS 

Remember we now open from 

8.15 til 5.30 Mon/Fri 
and 

8.30 til 12.00pm Saturday. 


Don’t forget Advanced for 50D - We 
have available via Preston a full 
range of 50D hollow sections - 
and plates with full certs 






Left-Right. Richard G. Walsh: Sales Director. 

Susan Clifford: Financial Director. Stephen R Doxey: Managing Director. 

PHONE 

ADVANCED 


steel services limited 


Jackie/Tina/Craig/Chris/Mark - ‘proper’ sales team Dave Yates - Works/Transport 
Manager Rob Taylor - Sales Office Manager Richard G Walsh - Sales Director 
Susan Clifford - Financial Director Stephen P Doxey - Managing Director 
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FITTED BEDROOM SPECIALISTS 




INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 

on selected ranges 


1 



RIVINGTON 

MANOR 


14 colours available 

Antique Pine Cream Ash 
Black Ash Green Alder 

Bleached Ash Hungarian Ash 
Blue Alder Limed Oak 

Cherry Wood Mahogany 


inc. VAT, Design & Fil 

Peachwood 2 ROBES 

Pearwood 2 x 3 DRAWER CHESTS 

Silver Ash 2 BEDSIDE CABINETS 

White Ash 1 BED BRIDGE 

2 CORNER ARCHES 


ting. Offer includes 

1 SINGLE HANGING UNIT 
1 DOUBLE HANGING 
UNIT & MATCHING 
HEADBOARD 


£299 deposit and 12 monthly payments of only £83.33 - which is 
equivalent to just £20.83 per week 


SHOWROOMS 


SHOWROOM OPEN 6 DAYS 
MON - THURS 9 - 4.30 
FRI 9 - 4.00 SAT 10 - 4.00 


GILNOW LANE, BOLTON 
Tel: (01204) 389976 Fax: (01204) 528970 
Ring for directions 
JUNC 5 M61 OFF DEANE ROAD 

CALL FREE ON 0800 731 7103 












































Near Winter Hey Lane and 
Chorley NewRd traffic light; 


Opposite Wingates Parish 


53 Chorley Rd 

WESTHOUGHTON 

01942818845 

9.00- 11.00am Mon-Fri 
4.00 - 6.00pm Mon-Fri 
9.00- 10.30am Sat 


158 Chorley New Rd 

HORWICH 


01204694004 


24 hour emergency service provided 


9.00- 11.00am Mon-Fri 


4.00 - 6.30pm Mon - Fri 
9.00- 11.00am Sat 


Baguley and 

Boff MsRCVS 

Veterinary 

Surgeons 

Dogs - Cats 

Children’s pets - Exotic Pets 
Fully equipped surgeries in 
Horwich and Wcsthoughton 

Appointments available 
at the times shown, but please 
note that any genuinely 
urgent cases will always 
be seen. 


JAMES E. NORRIS & CO. LTD 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS 


STRUCTURAL STEELWORK DESIGN 
FABRICATION & ERECTION 

STOCKISTS & DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
‘Q’ GRATING, OPEN TYPE, NON-SLIP 
STEEL & ALUMINIUM SAFETY WALKWAY 


MANCHESTER ROAD, CHEQUERBENT, WESTHOUGHTON, 
BOLTON, BL5 3HZ 

TEL: 01942 813191/813316 FAX: 01942 812302 



14 Great Moor St 
Bolton BLi iXP 
Tku 01204 370044 


DELTA HOUSE 

.1 FURNITURE. J| 


MORRIS FURNITURE 


CiuyflT p^i.raJ^,\\.vn'\RLE 



ORE AT COBDEN MILL A 


W 


Curtains, Bedding, 
Carpets, Furniture & Beds 

All under one roof ■ at genuine discount prices 


Cobden Mill, Gower St, 
Farnworth, Bolton 
Tel: 01204 794522 

Tens of thousands of 
satisfied customers 




Coddcn Mill i! 


1 • rAKINWUKI rf 


We guarantee you can’t buy for 
less and that's a promise! If you 
see the identical product 
cheaper locally within 7 days of 
purchase we’ll refund the 
difference 
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T he efforts that had been made to this date were immeasurable but 
in order to complete the project for the first match, extensive final 
efforts were required. (Had we stopped the project now and 
considered our achievements in the past twelve months they would 
have been commendable but unforgivable). 

To see the stadium in the June made everyone realise the content of 
work still required for completion. On site amongst the team 
questions were not asked and doubt was not raised only the 
generation of team adrenalin and positive thinking was acceptable 
now. Indeed, the site dug deep into its resolve to find the character 
and strength to reach completion in time. 


By this date the project had had an additional value of work equivalent 
to a further third of the contract sum added to its content. 
A reasonable contract award to a national contractor would be 
eight million pounds with a time ranging from six to eighteen 
months. The Reebok Stadum additional works equated to an 
additional contract but required completion in the same period. 

Construction, as mentioned previously, can be measured in terms of 
time, cost and quality and The Reebok would be no exception. It is 
in hindsight, when viewing the glory of the completed stadium, 
that one can see that none of these factors were affected by the 
additional obligations imposed on the team. 


As seats are installed the atmosphere of the stadium begins to get established. 


8oomm steppings, the widest in the football league. 
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North West Corner Tunnel. 



Tubular steelwork above the Middlebrook Exhibition Centre. 


Three months had quickly 
dissolved into two 


The white Reebok ' seats go in. 



These efforts were to be rewarded 
come September 1997 


The month of June would see a few people jostle for priority position 
on the programme claiming that their works were the most 
important to the project. The attributes of the site team in 
controlling and influencing this part of the construction cannot be 
dismissed by those who now inhabit the stadium. Inspiring and 
motivating subcontractors to perform at their highest level is 
comparable with the task of the football management team at the 
Reebok. (of course there will always be those who do not want to 
be part of the team but we would lose them on the way) Dealing 
with day to day problems of subcontractors, catering for their 
needs, settling their differences and co-ordinating their activities to 
suit your own ends is at worst a logistical nightmare. However, 
when it is done correctly the benefits and results are considerable. 
These efforts were to be rewarded come September 1997. 

Meanwhile the project moved on with the temporary steel props being 
moved and the roof placed into position. Floodlights took up their 
final resting place and overlooked the pitch from their place in the 
Horwich skyline. Seat placement continued and the word “Reebok” 
edged a little bit closer to history. Inside the Stadium changing 
areas, offices and administration areas were receiving their final 
instalment, as walls, floors and ceilings began to receive decoration 
and finishes. 

Three months had quickly dissolved into two and before we had time 
for a quick pint at The Bromilow. July had arrived and with it the 
final countdown. 


















































FOR A GREAT SELECTION OF CARPETS, 
MANUFACTURED ON THE PREMISES! 


YOU WON T FIND A BETTER 
DEAL THAN AT JORGUS 


WE ARE OPEN MON-FRI 8am - 5pm 
SAT8.50am • 3pm SUNDAYS I lam • 3pm 
Closed for lunch 12 noon - 1.00pm Mon - Fri 


GRIMEFORD MILL, GRIMEFORD LAME, 
ANDERTON, NR. CHORLEY 

Tel: 01257 482636 


YOUR GUARANTEE 


- The guaranteed deep down dry 
cleaning system for carpets, curtains, upholstery, 
mattresses and leather. 

Stai*tfUc<tfen& ’Tfltmety (fawiatttee 



guarantee that your carpets, curtains and upholstery will be cleaner than 
with any other system. 


Sta 04 i guarantee that if your stain can be removed we will remove it. If we don’t 
and someone else subsequently does we will give you your money back. 


Staia(Ute.£e u guarantee not to soak, stretch or shrink your carpets nor will there be any 
sticky residue which otherwise attracts resoiling ... q \ 

Staut(Ut&ten& You’ll always notice the difference wwWw I O t t t 


Recomended by Proffitts and Gregory & Poritts. 

Our customers include the Forte Hotel Group and Warner Brothers Cinemas. 
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Same Day & Overnight Delivery Service 


nexday ovem'rt eV 

THE ALTERNATIVE PARCEL CARRIERS 

Collection up to 6pm 

Discounts Ion students & OflP's • One-offs or contract work 
24 hour express parcel delivery service thoughout the UK 
Guaranteed next day • 2-3 day • Fully insured 
Same day courier service • European/woridwide • Est 5 years 

m 01204 862037 


Fax: 01204 577152 Mobile: 0378 602483 
Unit 2, Moses Gate Workshops, Manchester Road, Bolton 




Four Mar Ltd 


Unit 5, Fowler Industrial Estate, Chorley New Road, Horwich, Bolton, 
Lancashire, BL6 5LU. Tel/Fax: 01204 696663 

Suppliers in GRP Shopfronts, Canopies, Fascias, Pillasters, 
Cladding panels, Architectural work & Formwork 


We are also your Polyroof area representative. 
The flat roof system with the 20yr guarantee. 
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Mathematics 


Reach 
For the 

Shu 


Aspiring students choose 
Bolton Institute - where 
higher education is 
provided by a friendly, 
caring team of dedicated 
professionals. 

Whatever your subject, 
and whether you wish to 
study full or part-time, our 
wide range of courses and 
extensive Modular Degree 
Programme covers it! 


Call us now on 

01204 900600 ext. 3313 

for your FREE Prospectus and 
details of our OPEN DAYS 

E Mail: enquiries@bolton.ac.uk Internet: http://www.bolton.ac.uk 

Dolton Institute 

Deane Road • Bolton • Lancashire • BL3 5AB 
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To ensure the completion 
date is achieved work often 
continued up until midnight. 



A Photographer Fan 




Brian White 

Photographer & Wanderers Fan 


The late summer sun sets over the rising 
steel of one of the corner structures. 


A s a lifelong Bolton Wanderers fan and semi-professional freelance photographer, I am very happy to have been given this opportunity to 
express myself photographically on what I consider to be the most exciting project Bolton/Horwich has experienced for many years. 

My past ventures were much further afield photographing the amazing architectural features of India, the Far East and the 5000 year old pyramids 
and temples of Ancient Egypt. 

The challenge of illustrating the fantastic technological advancement in construction on my own doorstep was tremendous. 

To produce these images I spent many hours visiting the Middlebrook Site at different times of the day/night to assess the various lighting 
conditions in order to visualise the effects I wished to create. 

My intention was not to make a record of the continual construction but to view various aspects of it from a more creative angle. 

Using a variety of photographic equipment, past experience and a lot of patience I was able to create a collection of photographs depicting for 
example how the natural elements of a dramatic sky in varying lighting conditions, producing a compressed perspective and silhouette. How 
the man-made floodlights and road lights illuminate the Stadium in such a way as to create a visual futuristic perception. 

These photographs are just a few examples of my work which I am continually expanding as this modern day technological construction has 
provided what I consider to be photographically, a visual monument of 20th century innovation at its peak as we move towards the millennium. 
Now the Stadium is completed I can sit in comfortable safe surroundings watching Bolton Wanderers play in the best Stadium in the UK. 



Internal lights. 
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J BOLTON WANDERERS.l CHELS^.O 
46/10/1997. Attendance: 25W& 
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' A * Photography py David Taylor 

wtographer to leading football clubs thloughout Europe, 
urtper information contact: DAVID TAYLOR: 037 a 9&9997 
SRECTfmi COLOUR SOW IONS tlMITED: 01249 144404 

















Manchester Road, Bolton 

Tel: 01204 365806. 


ACCRINGTON, 144 ■ 146 Blackburn Road, Tel: 01254 236831 
B01T0N, Manchester Road, Tel: 01204 365806 
BRADFORD, Kings Road, Tel: 01274 722122 
CHESTER, Unit 1C, The Boughton Centre, Boughton, Tel: 01244 344144 
DERBY, Ascot Drive, Tel: 01332 204282 
HALIFAX, The Shay Syke, Tel: 01422 349249 
HANIEY, 122-126 Broad Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, Tel: 01782 214471 
HUDDERSFIELD, 100 Wakefield Road, Aspley, Tel: 01484 539330 


LEICESTER, lOABurton Street, Humberstone Gate, Tel: 01162 516622 
MANCHESTER, 641 Hyde Road, Belle Vue, Tel: 0161 230 8099 
OLDHAM, Brunswick House, Brunswick Street, Tel: 0161620 4415 
PRESTON, 126 Ribbleton Lane, Tel: 01772 794373 
ST. HELENS, Dentons Green Lane, Dentons Green, Tel: 01744 454798 
SHEFFIELD, Kilner Way, Halifax Road, Hillsborough, Tel: 01142 312665 
SPEKE, Unit A, Off Speke Road, Tel: 0151494 0421 
WAKEFIELD, Ings Road, Tel: 01924 298600 
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Hospitality Boxes - jgM 


Marketing Manager 


T here are a total of 47 boxes at the Reebok Stadium. The first phase 
comprised of 23 hospitality boxes on level 2 in the West Stand 
situated at either side of the main Banqueting Suite overlooking 
the pitch. Following early research into hospitality box facilities at 
other Stadiums the Club identified certain key criteria to be 
incorporated by the Architects in their design. 

It was decided that it was essential that the boxes could accommodate 
up to 10 people in comfort, have external balcony seating and be 
well appointed. Each Suite of boxes was to also include a corporate 
bar area to provide boxholders with the opportunity to socialise 
with each other before and after games. Rather than be seated 



The corner hospitality boxes offer a spectacular match day 
experience. Photo: Ian Lawson 


behind glass, it was felt that supporters prefer to have outside 
match seating in the atmosphere of the Stadium. The balcony level 
seating incorporated in the design provides all boxholders with an 
excellent view of the action from a private position infront of their 
box. Research also indicated that hospitality boxholders at most 
Stadiums did not have adequate privacy from other supporters 
seating in front of their box. Consequently a significant drop in level 
was created immediately in front of the balcony in order that 
boxholders can enjoy privacy both within their box and also from 
the balcony level seating. 

The boxes in the West Stand are named The Presidents Suite and the 
Executive Suite. The bar within the Executive Suite was named the 
Hopkinson Bar after former Wanderers and England goalkeeper 
Eddie Hopkinson who made a record 578 appearances for Bolton 
(1956-69). The Presidents Suite was named after Club President 
Nat Lofthouse. 

From the early construction stages there was great interest in the 
Stadium and the initial marketing of the boxes proved to be a 
tremendous success with all the boxes being let within a matter of 
weeks. Priority upon release was given to companies who were 
existing supporters of the Club and founder boxholders included a 
mix of locally based, international, national and regional companies. 

To assist with the marketing exercise a replica hospitality box was 
constructed at the site Visitor Centre which was used by the 
Marketing Manager for presentations. Waiting lists soon developed 
and the decision was taken to instruct the Architect to design further 
Suites of hospitality boxes in the Nat Lofthouse (East) Stand. A total 
of 20 hospitality boxes are accommodated in the Hall of Fame Suite 
and the Matthew Brown Suite. The bar in the Hall of Fame Suite was 
named The Foweraker Bar after Charles Foweraker the Wanderers 
Manager in the 1920’s whose teams won the F.A. Cup in 1923,1926 
and 1929. The Nat Lofthouse Stand boxes formed part of the second 
phase of hospitality facilities which opened shortly after the start of 
the 1997/98 season. 



hospitality boxes accommodate 10 people in comfort and style. 


Four, separate double size hospitality boxes can also be found in each 
corner of the Stadium. These boxes offer luxurious accommodation 
and pre-match dining facilities for 10 people who have seating from 
inside the box. On non matchdays they are ideal for small business 
meetings or break out rooms from the main Banqueting Suites. The 
corner box in the Matthew Brown Suite, named ‘The Party Suite’ is 
designed to accommodate up to 20 people on matchdays and is 
available to hire on an individual match basis. Guests can enjoy a 
pre-match buffet meal in an informal seating setting with a 
panoramic view of the Stadium. 

All hospitality boxes have their own television showing the Wanderers 
Television, Sky and Terrestrial channels. Boxholders also benefit 
from a hostess drinks order service. 

The attention to detail shown in the design of the hospitality boxes at 
the Reebok Stadium has led to them being generally acknowledged 
as being amongst the best currently available in British Football. 
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Greater Manchester Waste Limited 


Greater Manchester Waste Limited 
P.O. Box 151, Higher Swan Lane, 

Bolton BL33WW 

Tel: 01204 654611 Fax: 01204 653350 l rg £Tl 

e-mail 100605.l53@compuserve.com certificate n« w n 
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Managing Waste 
& Protecting Your 
Environment 


Greater Manchestel Waste 
wish Bolton Wanderers 
every success on their move 
to the Reebok Stadi 


WASTE MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

Collection 

Reception 

Treatment 

Incineration 

Transfer 

Bulk Handling 

Vehicle Maintenance 

Recycling 

Final Disposal 

Consultancy 

WAMITAB Assessments 


A COMPANY CONTROLLED BY THE GREATER MANCHESTER WASTE DISPOSAL AUTHORITY 
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Tracker Installation * Vehicle Security Specialists • Beacons 


THE 


VAN 

LINERS 



Commercial Van Liners and 
Vehicle Security Specialists 

Van Lining Kits 

Tow Bars 

Beacons 

Window Grills 

Barrier Deadlock 

Alarms 

Immobiliser 

Tracker Installations 
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Tel: 01204 399842 
Fax: 01204 399855 
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Littlewoods Home Shopping Group 

and all its staff in the North West 
would like to wish Bolton Wanderers 
and all their supporters 
Good Luck in their new stadium. 


* Littlewoods * 

HOME SHOPPING 
< GROUP v 

; n u 


The company that brings you 

the biggest and best brands 

in home shopping 

...including a sports section which has 
the top names in sportswear and 
sports shoes including 
Reebok 
for all the family. 

Plus we’ve a great selection of sports 
equipment to keep everyone fit!! 

Best of all we deliver direct to your door! 

As a special introductory offer 
we’re giving all Bolton Wanderers fans 
a 20% discount off their first order!! 

So call 0800 243 716 and quote 
0482-5100-9 now for your 
FREE Littlewoods catalogue. 































Rail Halt 



John Walsh O.B.E. 
Transport Consultant 


A lthough the Stadium sits alongside the main Manchester-Preston 
railway, the nearest stations at Blackrod and Lostock are both 
some way from the site. From the outset, Bolton Wanderers, along 
with the joint developers, the Emerson Group and Bolton MBC, 
agreed to consider the need for a new railway station at the site. 
The developers have jointly funded a number of feasibility studies 
to progress the option, but the project is not without difficulties. 
Initial studies indicated that from a building point of view, the best 
location for the rail halt would be the point furthest from the 
Stadium, more towards Chorley than Bolton. Everyone accepts 
that, from the point of view of both Bolton Wanderers’ fans and 
visitors to the Retail Development, this was inappropriate and 
therefore a more costly option of building adjacent to De Haviland 
Way became the preferred, indeed only, option, 
joint discussions between the developers, Railtrack, train operators, 
and Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive, were held 
to progress the matter, and a clearer picture developed. The need 
to ensure a station that could operate 7 days a week and would 
also take the peak demand, both before and after a match, required 
a considerable number of design changes. 



Looking east towards 
Bolton, the proposed 
rail halt will provide 
easy access to the 
Stadium and 
Middlebrook site. 


Inevitably, all of these have caused delay to the project and equally 
inevitably the initial budget costs have increased dramatically. 
Despite this, the partners have remained determined to progress 
the development in order to give yet another means to get fans to 
and from Reebok Stadium. The intended location of the railway 
station is adjacent to the bridge carrying De Haviland Way over the 
railway. This is close to the Holiday Inn and Innkeepers Fayre, next 
to the site allocated for the proposed Indoor/Outdoor Tennis Centre. 

From the station, fans would have to walk only some 200 yards to the 
main West Stand. In order to make the proposed rail halt a more 
attractive development and to link it with the site as a whole, the 
three partners are currently constructing a footbridge to cross the 
main Burnden Way vehicle access to the site. This will enable users 
of the railway to link into the site without having any problems with 
traffic and will be particular important on matchdays to ensure that 
before and after the match, buses and cars can enter and leave the 
site with minimal delays. 

The detailed study of its season ticket holder/membership register, 
which the Club has already undertaken, shows a large number of 
supporters who would benefit from a potential railway station. A 
number of fans live along the Preston-Manchester corridor, or could 
link into it from other stations. It is for this reason that Bolton 
Wanderers has continued to promote this important additional 
element to the total development. Along with the other partners, 
the club has held regular meetings with the authorities involved to 
see how the project can best be undertaken. 


It is pleasing to note that the Rail Operators, and the Greater Manchester 
Passenger Transport Executive, have already made provisional 
arrangements in the draft timetables for 1998/99 to allow trains to 
stop, on a regular basis. When the stadium station is completed, it 
would provide the final piece in the present jigsaw of transport 
arrangements. The recent planning approval for development is 
the next stage of its progress. There are many hurdles yet to be 
overcome before development can take place, and whilst ideally 
the station would have been built and opened when the Stadium 
was completed, timing made this impossible. Current indications 
are that the project can be achieved and that in future seasons, 
fans will be able to travel not just by bus or car to Reebok Stadium, 
but also by a direct rail link. The earlier transport survey showed 
that many fans would use such a facility, and although the current 
estimated construction costs are high, the partners continue to 
pursue their initial commitment. 
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Radios buzzed constantly, and with it instructions and heckling between 
staff and subcontractors alike, this was no longer a place for the 
faint hearted. The heat on the project had now been turned up and 
now would be a test of all the promises made. 

The players and playing staff began to arrive at The Stadium in order to 
commence periodic training sessions. We all greeted this invasion 
of our Stadium (as it was then) with respect and allowed the players 
to enjoy our facilities. I say “our” because somewhere in all this we 
had all become very territorial, we had all somehow got 
involuntarily attached, this was our baby,our project and we were 
proud of it. To release this Stadium to the club was like letting your 
child loose into the world after 20 years of nurturing, it was hard, 
but alas inevitable. 


B y July the huge structure of the Reebok Stadium was in its full glory. 
With all stands complete and the floodlights fully positioned the 
dream was becoming reality. 

This was, however, no time to take the foot off the pedal for behind all 
the architectural splendour that filled Middlebrook there was still a 
considerable amount of work to finish. This was to be the start of 
a two month period that would see the character and resource of 
those involved with the stadium put to test. 

The players changing areas needed completing, so did the offices and 
administration areas, and of utmost importance the executive areas 
to the west stand. The mixture of trades on site and the sheer number 
of people working on the stadium at any one time made it almost 
appear as if there were too many people to get anything done. 


Glass is installed at level 2 . in the South Stand 



A couple of coats of paint and were finished. 


The whole thing has been about football and providing 
a community with a stadium in which to gather and 
appreciate the beautiful game 


The Nat Lofthouse stand sponsored by Matthew 
Brown PLC awaits the cushioned seats for the Lion 
of Vienna Club members. 
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The players and playing staff began to arrive at The Stadium in order to 

commence periodic training sessions 


The sight of the team training provided welcome respite and the 
opportunity to remember what was the most important aspect of 
the project. The whole thing has been about football and providing 
a community with a stadium in which to gather and appreciate the 
beautiful game. 

As the stars all enjoyed their spell in our stadium I felt some self 
importance that I knew it better than any of them, but with it some 
sorrow that in two months notice it would no longer be ours and 
would be in the rightful hands of its rightful owners Bolton 
Wanderers Football Club. 


As I saw many a ball hit the back of the net I stopped to consider the 
first goal at the Reebok Stadium. 

Of course Alan Thompson thinks he has this honour, however the true 
identity of the first goal at the Reebok will remain a mystery that 
one day Arthur. C. Clarke may attempt to unravel. For now though, 
I will accredit Mr Thompson with the glory. 

The summer sun continued during July and made for ideal site 
conditions. The progress was good if not a little hectic as we entered 
the period of the final countdown. 


Abseiling and rock climbing techniques are employed in order to 
paint and maintain the huge steel roof framework. 


The Middlebrook Exhibition Centre nears completion. 


- 
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David J. Hughes B.D.S. V.U. (Mane) 

Nigel D. Slattery B.D.S. V.U. (Mane) 

Dental Surgeons 

26 Chorley New Road, Bolton, Lancashire, BLi 4AP 
Tel: 01204 524593/522103 

Full range of NHS & Private treatments 
Home visits, wheelchair access, 24 hour emergency answering service 

Open 9am - 6pm Mon to Fri 

(closed i-2pm for lunch) 

Alternate Saturday mornings 


Suppliers of high quality wool rich carpet 
for all domestic and contract locations. 


SANDERSON 



THOMSON 

SHEPHERD 


SANDERSON 


Carpets Ltd 

The Directors and staff wish every success 
to a fine club, super stadium and wonderful supporters. 
Like you - “our carpets take some beating” 


“Made in Bolton and proud of it” 

Union Road. Bolton. Lancashire BL2 2HH 
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Hazelbrook 

Christian Nursing Home 

"Professional Care for the Elderly in a Christian Environment ” 

Dual Registered 


Respite care, elderly disabled • Terminal, medical convalescence 
24 hour care by qualified nurses • Long term care 
Hoists for bathing and lifting • Single and double rooms 
Day room/quiet lounge/dining facilities/conservatory 
Daily devotions • Regular activities and outings 
Visiting clergy, chiropodist, physiotherapist & hairdresser 
Extensive menu, with special diets catered for 

Member of National Care Homes Association 
Albert Street. Harwich. Bolton BL6 7A\V 
Telephone: Office (01204) 693175 





Sheep Hey Farm, Stubbins, Ramsbottom, Lancs, BLO OND 
Telephone: 01706825777 Fax: 01706828141 



















Horwich Tyres 


Cheapest Tyres for Miles! 


A 


• Free Fitting 

• Full collection service available 

• Personal service guaranteed from your local family firm 

• New tyres, any size, any make 

• Part worn, large selection 

• Remoulds 4X4 car/van 

• Tracking/Balancing/Punctures 

• Exhausts for all makes of cars supplied and fitted 

• Batteries for all cars and vans 

We accept Access, Visa & Switch 

Please call: 01204 692471 

Church Street, Horwich, Bolton, (next to Horwich leisure centre) 



Vintage Wedding Cars 
of Manchester 



Now open at our new showrooms in 
Blackburn and Salford. 

Full selection of vintage and modem 
limousines for this your special day. 

- Vintage Wedding Cars Ltd - 

45 Grimshaw Park 103/109 Eccles New Rd 
Blackburn Salford, Manchester 

Tel: 01254 691180 Tel: 0161 743 8781 

Up the hill from the ice rink At the end of the M602 


Travelmaster Chauffeur Drive 
Manchester’s finest 



Now open in Blackburn & Salford 
Executive saloons and stretched limousines 
from Mercedes, Jaguar, Daimer and 
General Motors. 

Tel: 01254 691180 / 0161 743 8781 
Fax: 0161 743 8782 

Choose the cars the top sports and T. V. stars use. 



BARRY BENNETT 


Li mi ted 


Furniture 


Contract furnishing specialists 
•Systems furniture 
•Desking 
•Seating 
•Storage systems 


Office machines 


•Photocopiers 
•Fax machines 
•Computers 
•Word processors 


Stationery 


Complete range of office 
consumables 


Lease or purchase 
available 
(written details on request) 


REPAIRS ON ALL EQUIPMENT 


Everything you need - for your office 

01204 534311 


Free colour brochure 


Showroom Open Mon-Sat 

Unit 15a, Bankfield Mill, Quebec St, 
Bolton, BL3 5JN. Fax: 01204 362 783 


Free design and installation service 
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-BUILDING SERVICES CONSULTING ENGINE 


"WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED 


WITH BOLTON WANDERERS FOOTBALL CLUB 


AND BIRSE SPORTSBUILD IN THE 


CAPACITY OF BUILDING SERVICES DESIGN CONSULTANTS. 


WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN THE DESIGN OF 


STADIA MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 


SERVICES AND SAFETY SYSTEMS 


INCLUDING FLOODLIGHTING" 


ORLANDO HOUSE 

COMPSTALL ROAD, MARPLE BRIDGE 
CHESHIRE. SI<6 5HH 
TEL: 0161 426 0046 
FAX: 0161 499 0059 




28 MAWDSLEY STREET BOLTON BL1 ILF 
Telephone: 01204 527777 Fax: 01204 388940/364305 

• Corporate Mergers/Aquisitions 

• Personal In jury/Accident 

• Commercial Contracts 

• Family 

• Company Conveyancing 

• Holiday Claims 

• Employment 

• Buying and Selling Houses 

• Commercial litigation 

• Wills/Probate 


TO SEE JUST HOW MUCH ON THE BALL WE ARE 
contact any one of our team! 


Kippax 

Beaumont 

Lewis 

Solicitors 



Brake Discs / Pads / Shoes / Hoses / Car Alarms 
Wheel Cylinders / Brake Cables / Clutch Cables 
Water Pumps / Wheel Bearings / 3 - in I Clutch 
Kits / Filters / Nippon Denso Spark Plugs 
Timing Belts / Steering & Suspension Parts 
C.V. Joints / Drive Shafts 

We also carry a comprehensive range of:- 


Fulmen Batteries 
2/3 Yr. Guarantee 

Starter Motors 

Valvoline Oil 

Alternators 

Tomic Gaskets 

Ignition Lead Sets 
(Kerr Nelson) 


K.Y.B. Shockers (O.E.) 

Intermotor Electrical 
Components 

RJ Wipers 

Bosch Twin Spoiler 
Blades 

Exhausts 

Number Plates 


We also take orders for:- 
•KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS* 

•HIGH PERFORMANCE DISKS* 
•LOWERING KITS* 

IN STOCK ARE THE NEW BOSCH SUPER 4 SPARK PLUGS 

Bolton Season Ticket Holders 10% Discount 


For all your car care needs ring now on: 
The Hotline: (2 Lines ) 


GL Motor Spares 

254 Rishton Lane, Bolton, BL3 2EH 
Opening hours: Mon - Fri 9am to 6pm. Sat 9am to 2pm. 
Sun Closed 
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Players Lounge 
Wanderers Bar 



Lounge 

Alan Fullelove 

Press & PR Officer BWFC 


I t is the hottest ticket in town and getting hold of one is very much a 
case of who you know rather than what you know. 

If the players’ lounge were to be thrown open to supporters throughout 
the season, it would be an autograph hunter’s paradise. 

This is the room in which players from both teams meet up after the 
game with their friends and relatives. This is where they relax over 
a drink, discuss the match and get up to date with the news from 
the football circuit. 

At the Reebok Stadium the lounge, appropriately called The Wanderers’ 
Bar, holds around 100 people. But even a room as big as that fills 
up far too quickly and it’s very definitely standing room only after 
any game. 

Pre-match is when the lounge appears to turn itself into a creche. Wives 
and girlfriends, mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters, children 
and friends take over the room as the players themselves prepare 
for the action ahead. 

Tea and coffee, sandwiches and biscuits are available from the buffet table 
while the bar staff are on hand to serve drinks, both soft and alcoholic. 



Discuss the match and get up to date 
with the news from therootball circuit. 


Directors Guests Lounge 
Photo: Ian Lawson 


For wives with very young children, it is possible to watch the game on 
Wanderers T.V. But for those who like the action live, it is a short 
walk from the lounge to the main stand. 

For the players themselves The Wanderers Bar is an escape after the 
long round of post-match press interviews and a welcome addition 
to the Reebok Stadium facilities. 

Director’s Guest Lounge 

Alongside the Wanderers’ Bar (Players’ Lounge) is the Directors’ Guest 
Lounge. It is a place where guests of the Club from many aspects 
of the football world are entertained on matchdays. The Lounge 
can accommodate up to 150 people but normally a matchday will 
see around 80 people using the facility. 

The bar has a particular feature. Cutting through the centre of the bar 
top is a 10” diameter bracing member used to give additional 
stability to the steelwork at this point of the building. Throughout 
most floors of the building these steel bracing members are hidden. 
As it cuts through the Directors’ Guest Lounge interior designers 
Sucha Design made a feature of this particular piece of steelwork. 
As the bar is designed to resemble a ship the steel bracing member 
looks like a mast cutting into the ships deck. 

The room is also ideal for small meetings, conferences, seminars and is 
used extensively throughout the week for these type of functions. 
But on matchdays the room has a particular atmosphere. Especially 
when Bolton Wanderers are celebrating a victory. 
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DID YOU KNOW 
WHILST BEETHOVEN 
WAS CREATING HIS 
GREATEST PIANO WORKS 


ANOTHER PART OF 
MUSICAL HISTORY 
WAS BEING CREATED 




PERFORMING 

SINCE 1832 


17 Churchgate, Bolton 

01204 522908 





Suppliers of hot water 
generating equipment to 

Rccbok ^ Stadium 


ACV Heat Master combination boiler/water heaters installed 
in modular formation meet the highest requirement of hot 
water without the need for vast storage. 

West Stand Plant Room kitted out with 4 Heat Master 
boilers linked to 1 Jumbo storage calorifier provides up to 
2,800 litres in ten minutes of hot water @ 60°C to the 
Players Facilities, Kitchen, Chairman & Directors’ Suites 
and the Platinum Club. 



East Stand Plant Room with 3 Heat M^ter boilers 
capable of producing 1,600 litres of hot water @ 60°C in 10 
minutes serve the Lion of Vienna Hall oj[®|i®ipction 
Suite as well as Associated Hos 

The systems were designed & i 
Engineering Co Ltd who wit 
stadium service design 
Heat 


ACV UK Limited 

ssWay, Hillend Industr 
^Belgety Bay. 
Me. KY11 5JE 


Park, 


01383)820100 Fax: 01383 82 
email: acvukltddjj^kcom 

Web: http//www.acv.t *e 


Fieklings Porter 


SOLICITORS 



A COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY 
LEGAL SERVICE 



Fieklings Porter are proud to 
have acted for Bolton 
Wanderers in the development 
of the Reebok Stadium. 
Can vve acl for you? 

Freephone 0800 f 63 599 

or call into our offices at: 


Silverwell House, Silverwell Street, 

Bolton BL1 1PT 

Tel: 01204 387742 
we are open from 8.45 to 5.1 5 


For expert 
advice on u 
(iNii|m*l tensive 
range of legal 
mailers 


Free advue clinic 
Saturday mornings 
9.30 to 12.30 at Bolton 



510 Blackburn Road (opp Asda) 

Astley Bridge Bolton BL1 8NW 
Tel: 01204 591123 


St Andrews House, Queen Street, 

Westhoughton Bolton BL5 3BH 
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Each corner tunnel can accommodate road-going vehicles, and those at the south east and 
south west corners have been designed to be slightly higher to allow access for concert vehicles. 


Phil Hampson 
Resident Engineer 



There are 950 in-situ concrete piles and these are topped off with 
438 pile caps of 52 differing types... each of the corner floodlights 
is held down with three arrangements of these pile caps ... the 
smallest of these pile caps contains 230 cubic metres of concrete, 
and weighs 545 tonnes. 

The stand roof is approximately 27m (88 feet) high ... the tops of 
the masts are 43m (140 feet) and the floodlights 56m (182 feet) 
above ground level. 

There are over 2,500 precast concrete units, all of which are 
supported by 3,100 tonnes of stadium steel, and further topped off 
with 1,650 tonnes of roof steelwork. 

The floodlights have a dual illumination: 800 lux to satisfy the 
requirements of the FA Premiership, and 1200 lux to meet the latest 
requirements of the UEFA/FIFA guidelines. 

Greater directional lighting is provided from the western side of the 
Stadium to aid television coverage and broadcasting. 


Over 24,000 square metres of metal decking was used to the upper 
floors ... the total concreted area exceeds 40,000 square metres. 

There are two huge 500 kVA generators housed on the ground floor, 
and these feed the essential service boards, particularly used on 
matchdays and which consist of emergency lighting, emergency 
telephones, public address systems, turnstile counting, CCTV, and 
the like. Bolton Wanderers can produce electricity and sell back to 
the National Grid. 

The curved effect of the Stadium at roof level is held in place by the 
“dog-bone” trusses spanning the length of each stand and 
supported by the corner floodlight structures . . . each of these 
large trusses actually slopes inwards, the effect of which can only 
really be seen from outside. 

The blue roofing covers over 16,000 square metres and is of the 
Plannja type . . . below this to the rear, and at several differing 
levels, weatherproofing is provided by a flexible Trocal membrane 
roof approaching 5,000 square metres in area. 

Weatherproofing to the external facades is of several differing types: 
glazing, cladding, brickwork and blockwork ... over 9,000 square 
metres of cladding has been used ... blue engineering brickwork 
is a constant feature around the Stadium perimeter from Levels 0 
to 1,... over 90,000 bricks have been used to this element alone, 
covering over 1,500 square metres. 


The white glazed blockwork used on the West and East Stands covers 
over 2,200 square metres and forms gigantic goal posts. 

26,000 square metres of blockwork has been laid at Reebok, over a 
quarter of a million blocks ... all construction at the lower level is of 
blockwork construction although, on upper levels, dri-lining was used 
to facilitate speedier construction and reduce drying out periods. 

28 double and 4 single turnstiles have been installed to allow easier 
ingress into the Stadium by the public on matchdays ... the same 
number of turnstiles could accommodate almost 40,000 people 
passing through per hour under the Green Guide. 

The Stadium has been designed on the basis of four separate 
buildings linked together, these being the North, South, East and 
West Stands. 

Each corner tunnel can accommodate road-going vehicles, and those 
at the south east and south west corners have been designed to be 
slightly higher to allow access for concert vehicles. 

Vertical access within the Stadium is provided via scissor stairs .. . 
mechanic vertical transportation is via lifts, some of which are of 13 
person capacity to allow greater comfort... each lift is capable of 
taking wheelchair users... one in each of the East and West Stands 
allows stretchers to be accommodated. 

The piazza is approximately 15m wide and covers 10,000 square 
metres ... it goes the complete way around the Stadium and gives 
pedestrian access to the visitors car park, the ‘Banana’ Road outside 
the West Stand, the Directors and disabled car park areas, the Club 
Shop and the Exhibition Hall. 


Greater directional lighting is provided from th 
of the Stadium to aio television coverage and 


western side 
roadcasting. 
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Delta Laminates were delighted to be Involved in the construction 
of the Reebok Stadium, via a contract to manufacture and 
install more than 350 cubicles, 80 vanity units and over 
1000 square metres of duct panelling. 

The company was formed to meet the needs 
of building specifiers by developing, 
manufacturing and marketing a 
comprehensive range of all 
laminate fabrications and 
associated products. 



LAMINATES LTD 


You can contact us at: 

Delta Laminates Limited 
Unit 1, Empress Industrial Estate 
Anderton Street, Ince in Makerfield, Wigan, Lancashire, WN2 2BG 

Tel: 01942 824222 Fax: 01942 821717 
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RACE NIGHTS 

> Jnlll the fun and atmosphere of 
a race meeting using real or 
fun money 

'pl For fun or fund raising 


KATCHY PHRASES 

P Taken from the popular 
[ lr-L TV show 

Great Fun 


For seminars, meetings and 
corporate advertising 


CORPORATE ENTERTAINMENT 

A tailor-made entertainment 
package to suit your budget 


DISCO’S 

Disco’s 

Birthdays, Leaving 
Surprise, Christmas 


VISUAL KWIZ 

Music & video brain teasers 


EQUIPMENT HIRE 


In-door & out-door 
Public address systems 
All audio visual needs 


SASHPOINT. 

THE PREMIER TOTAL SYSTEMS PROVIDER. 



Our business is a highly competitive one. More so than most. 

What keeps us ahead in the game is our commitment to quality:quality of product; 
quality of service. (And sensible pricing!). 

And what will keep us on top in the future is our belief in teamwork. 

At Sashpoint, we work closely with tissue manufacturers to constantly 
develop higher grades of both pure and recycled tissues which 
enables us to anticipate and react very quickly to changes in 
market trends. 

Our tactics have always given us the edge. 

And from our new home in Bolton weTl always be in 
league of our own. 


SASHPOINT 

THERE’S NO POINT IN SETTLING 
FOR ANYTHING LESS 


Sashpoint Limited, 

Sash House, Lostock Lane, Lostock, Bolton, BL6 4BL. 
Tel: 01204 696922. Fax: 01204 696933. 

























Reebok 


r Shop Manager 

Reebok Stadium 


S occer merchandising is a huge business. Football Clubs, both Premier 
League and Nationwide League, are realising the potential of a well 
run professional retailing operation. The closure of Burnden Park, 
and with it the Club Shop, meant plans for a new retail outlet had to 
be devised for the Reebok Stadium. 

It could be said that so long as an item of goods, whatever it may be, has 
a Club logo on it, that it will sell to a fan of that particular Club. This 
could well be true, but at Bolton Wanderers we had gone through the 
biggest change ever, and with the Stadium becoming one of the 
landmarks of design in English football, we had to continue the 
quality of design and thought, through into our merchandising and 
mail order. 

Everyone by now is well aware that the main sponsor of the Football Club 
is Reebok. The team wear it on their shirts and the arena they perform 
in is the Reebok Stadium. It was an obvious benefit to us that the 
Club sponsor was one of the leading sportswear manufacturers in 
the world, therefore the expertise they had in retail merchandising, 
marketing, etc. would benefit our operation greatly. 

We opened discussions with Reebok on our proposals for a new 
merchandising Store at the Stadium, with a potential for a second 
Store in the Town Centre. Reebok agreed to help us on the whole 
philosophy of the Stores, from the design and construction through 
to the operation. 


As a Football Club, we were at the beginning of a huge learning curve. We 
had just moved into a Stadium, more reminiscent of a luxury hotel, 
with ten times the corporate guests we had known before. Just as 
with the hospitality, the merchandising operation had to be ten times 
larger than the previous one, and be able to compete within the 
sporting market place. 

The location for the new Store was to be opposite the East Stand, towards 
the northern end of the Stadium. We had 5,000 sq. ft. of space which 
had to be designed to a maximum potential and have the look and 
feel of quality. With the help of Reebok’s Design Team and our own 
Design Consultant, Andrew Hobson, we finally agreed on a scheme 
that would give us the results we were looking for. Display is of 
paramount importance. When units are busy, it is a major advantage 
for the customer to be able to see the product with the price displayed 
and make their choice before they get to the counter. This will 
therefore speed up the time of transaction. 



5000 sqft of floorspace provide stark contrast 
to the old shop at Burnden Park. 



Excellent marketing exposure for both Reebok and the club. 


Staff requirements are equally as important. Adequate toilet and 
changing facilities, along with hot water heaters for hot drinks and 
washing, are essential, especially when the Store opens for late night 
events. Staff are also dressed in easily identifiable uniforms so that 
visitors can easily distinguish official merchandise staff, and the 
corporate image is maintained. 

The design of the shop has created a very upmarket image and provided 
excellent marketing exposure for both Reebok and the Football Club. 

Once the plans had been agreed, the next task was to get the Store at the 
Stadium, and a second Store in the Town, open for the Christmas 
rush. Working drawings and building shop fitting work was done by 
ADP of Leicester. They had been responsible for many Reebok Stores 
in the past but, of more interest, had experience with the 
merchandising operation at Liverpool. F.C. 

The Store at the Stadium opened on Tuesday 25th November 1997 with an 
official opening the following Thursday by the Mayor of Bolton, and the 
players. The Town Centre Store, situated at 12 Newport Street, opened 
a week later. In conjunction with the retail outlets, a mail order service 
is available, with a catalogue on request from the Stadium. 

It is essential that Bolton Wanderers are able to compete with other 
Premier League teams both on and off the field. New retail facilities 
at the Reebok and in the town centre, now give us the potential to 
do just that. 
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Dry run day’. Over 10,000 fans turned up on Saturday 31st August 1997 to view the 
stadium for the first time. The stadium was officially blessed by Canon Alan 
Wolstencroft, Vicar of Bolton. 


W ith the beginning of August came the countdown to the project’s 
completion. The twelve months preceeding this point became a 
distant memory and now was the time when the men would be 
separated from the boys. 

The warm days had extended our working hours beyond belief and we 
were all grateful for the long days which enabled work to continue 
well into the night. Thoughts of holidays were distant and those of 
the staff retaining consciousness after the previous nights work 
managed to enjoy some of the late summer sun hovering over the 
almost complete stadium. The adrenalin that now pumped through 
the veins of staff and tradesmen alike served as the lifeblood of the 
project completion. Sixteen hour shifts were undertaken on a diet of 
coke and chips plus a substantial helping of camaradarie. 
On occasions the added incentive of a quick visit to The Bromilow or 
Barnstormers on the route home did provide an additional source of 
motivation and inspiration for some, not to mention me. 

Days rolled into nights and with it the end date would loom ever nearer, 
there was no escaping it, it was tattooed on our brains. Members of 
staff would participate in a morning team meeting and would 
continue to encourage each other throughout the day. 

As the level of expectancy increased, so too did the number of visitors to 
the Stadium, each of them eager to work out the location of their seats. 
Many would arrive late into the evening with the grim hopes of a 
guided tour or better still to see their team idols train, desperately 
clutching for scraps of anything to hold onto, just like we were for time. 



The main reception nears completion 
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Gordon Hargreaves, Lofty and Nat Lofthouse lay the turf from 
Burnden Park, forever linking the old with the new. 


The twelve months 
preceeding this point 
became a distant memory 
and now was the time 
when the men would be 
separated from the boys 


The majority of hard work in a construction project is normally complete by the later stage, however, it is those final touches that 
make all the difference. 

Consider having a room full of excited children waiting for the Christmas tree lights to come on only to discover the fuse has blown. 
This is the scenario of the final stage, it is knowing that once the doors are open, everything is going to work. Each of the fans 
will find his/her seat, they will all be able to buy food from the concession stands in quality surroundings. 

The unique floodlight flag design which has a diamond framework carrying the lights themselves was soon picked up by the 
graphic designers advising the Stadium Marketing Department. This design is now used extensively for all Stadium signage. 

As the end date neared, work continued right up until the very last available moment, our climatic, dramatic ending awaited us all. 

For those there on opening match night they will remember the groundswell of expectancy that filled the Stadium and its piazza. 
For some this was just about football, whilst for others it was their just reward for many months of commitment and hard work. 

For me personally it was the knitting of all these things together, for I love both my career in construction and my passion for 
football is only surpassed by the love I have for my baby daughter whose birth in May was the only milestone of the project 
which I have not mentioned. 




Finishing off the roof paintwork to the Bolton Evening News Stand. 
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Norwich } s Nol window and 
conservatory manufacturer 

Providing quality workmanship and service for over 11 years 
No representatives - No pressure - No expensive commission 
Comprehensive 10 year guarantee 
No hidden extras, full written quotation on request 


OU/USTY?V0u 


WINDOWS • CONSERVATORIES • DOORS 

Visit our extensive shown 


Tel: 01204 

Julia House, Julia Street, Hon 


7Z 
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David Hier Car Sales 
Roy Gaitskell (Bolton) 
Brian Hill Car Sales 
Stuart Alan Motors 


E. Watson Garages Ltd 
Maurice Almond Quality Cars 
David Shearer Motor Co 


Chilham Motors 
Morton Car Sales 
Moss Motors 
Sandown Motors 
Deane Motors 
MG Carriages 
M&J Motors 


14 DEALERS-OVER 150 CARS 

500 YARDS FROM OLD BURNDEN PARK 

FOR THE LAST 25 YEARS - SORRY TO SEE YOU GO 


SEES 



Top of the League 

Superb Gates & Railings By 

Holt Brothers (Horwich) Ltd 


Brunei Street Works 
Horwich, Bolton, BL6 5NX 











































at The Reebok 

Gordon Sharrock 
Chief Football Writer 
Bolton Evening News 


T he long-awaited first game at the Reebok was never going to match 
the hype and expectation that had built up to such a nerve-jangling 
crescendo! 

Years in the planning, months in the building, 90 minutes of football 
could not possibly do justice to the work that had gone into such a 
magnificent new Stadium. 

As events panned out, the Premiership contest between Wanderers and 
Everton was a disappointing anti-climax in purely football terms. 

Of course, it will live in the memory forever. One of the true “I was there!” 
occasions to recount to your grandchildren in the years to come but 
it will not be remembered for the quality of football on show. 

It had its moments and its controversy and Wanderers fans have argued 
long and hard about the “goal that got away” to back their claim that 
their team had the best chances to have won it. Had they emerged 
unscathed, the professionals would have considered it a satisfactory 
night’s work but, sadly, the game that heralded the dawn of a new 
era had its darker side with record signing Robbie Elliott stretchered 
off after an hour with a badly broken leg - a personal tragedy for such 
a talented player on his home debut. 

As fellow new arrival Peter Beardsley put it: “That’s really of more concern 
than the result.” The Elliott incident apart, Wanderers were relieved 
to take a point. They knew full well that things could have turned our 
much worse, resultwise, and recognised the fact that, 
performancewise, it was always going to be difficult to live up to such 
a glittering occasion. 


They survived a torrid first quarter, frozen like rabbits caught in a blaze of 
headlights. Better teams than Everton would probably have punished 
them far more severely but Keith Branagen had just one serious save 
to make in the Bolton goal and slowly the tide turned with Neville 
Southall having to be at his best to save from Nathan Blake and Scott 
Sellars missing the target when he should have scored. 

On the balance of play it was Wanderers fans whose spirits were highest 
as they sat back in their comfortable seats or queued at the modern 
kiosks and enjoyed their first ‘interval’ at the new ground. 

Nine minutes into the second half came the decision that Wanderers will 
always be convinced robbed them of the win that would have graced 
the historic occasion. 

Gerry Taggart had kept a vice-like grip on danger-man, Duncan Ferguson, 
and appeared to have crowned a magnificent performance when his 
header looped over Southall and dropped over the Everton line 
before full-back Terry Phelan hacked it away. 

To everyone’s amazement - and Wanderers had the Sky TV coverage of 
the game to support their case - referee Steve Lodge waved ‘play-on’. 

The Barnsley official’s error (he later claimed to have been unsighted) 
sparked a debate that had every section of the football world 
considering the merits, or otherwise, of ‘electronic eyes’, ‘fourth 
officials’ and ‘instant action replays’. 

There was a deep sense of injustice in the Wanderers’ camp - aggravated 
the more the incident was highlighted in the following days. But, 
despite everything that was said (Everton captain Gary Speed 
admitted the ball was definitely over the line) nothing could change 
events on the night and, apart from a good chance spurned by Blake, 
there wasn’t another worthwhile scoring effort from either side. 

For all that, the occasion was electric. 

Many in the near-capacity crowd of 23,131 got their first glimpse of 
the spectacular new Stadium and the experience was a truly 
memorable one. 

Had there been a goal for the Wanderers fans to cheer they would surely 
have raised the roof. Just five months after bidding an emotional 
‘farewell’ to Burnden Park, they had settled into their new show 
home and were bursting with pride. 

The emotional, pre-match minute’s silence in tribute to Diana, Princess of 
Wales, who had been killed in a car crash in Paris the previous day. 

The teams on that September night: 



mRBB 


Kmi 




The goal that got away! Bolton v. Everton, 
opening match at the Reebok Stadium, 

1st September 1997, 

final result Bolton Wanderers 0, Everton 0. 


Wanderers: Branagan; Phillips, Bergsson, Taggart, Elliott (sub 
McAnespie); Pollock, Frandsen, Thompson, Sellars; Beardsley 
(sub McGinlay), Blake. 

Everton: Southall; Thomas (sub Hinchcliffe), Watson (sub Short), Bilic, 
Phelan; Stuart, Speed, Williamson, Oster; Barmby (sub Branch), 
Ferguson. 

Although there have only been around a dozen new Stadiums opened in 
the last 30 years, statistics show that the home team normally lose 
the first match as the occasion can often be bigger than the match 
for the home team players. So a draw under such circumstances 
must be regarded as satisfactory. What about the Reebok Stadium? 
A unanimous verdict... Magnificent! 
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The North West’s Premier Business Internet Provider 

Varying levels of service for internet access & web site hosting 


http://www.shellnet.co.uk 

Shellnet Ltd. 2nd Floor, 12 -14 Fletcher Street, Bolton, Lancs. BL3 6NF 
Tel. (01204) 436709 Fax. (01204) 436711 email enquiries@shellnet.co.uk 
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498 Blackburn Road 
Astley Bridge, Bolton BL1 8NW 
TEL: 01204 304968 


Sovereign Upholstery 

MAKERS OF FINE LEATHER FURNITURE 

The Tango Suite 

A luxurious hand-made suite in a modern design. 
Suitable for any surroundings. 

This suite will turn any house into a home. 

The Ascot Suite 

The quality of leather in a traditional style makes 
this suite a desirable addition to any home. 

The Chesterfield Suite 

A combination of antiqued leather with the 
comfort of modern cushioned furniture. 

For a free brochure please call in or contact us at:- Sovereign Upholstery, 
River Street, Bolton, BL1 8BX. Tel: 01204 373644 Fax: 01204 373505 




Y oure Ymn thir, 'Nelctrtne' 
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FIRE STOPPING & PASSIVE FIRE PROTECTION 



SUPPLIED BY 



Firestore 

THE FIRE PROTECTION DIVISION OF 

LEIGH’S PAINTS 


Tel: 01204 521771 - Fax: 01204 381826 



Commercial Services is one of the largest departments of 
the council and employs some 2,000 people locally, delivering a 
whole range of services direct to the people of Bolton 


Albert Halls Catering - Bolmoor - Bolton Markets & Business 
Unit - CCTV security & surveillance - Environmental cleaning & 
waste management - Grounds maintenance - Highways & 
Drainage - Images print & design - Office & building services - 
Schools catering - Vehicle fleet management 


-ja- 

B . Commercial Services 

Wellington House, Wellington Street, Bolton BL3 5DX 
BOLTON Tel 01204 521222 Fax: 01204380315 

metro www.bolton.gov.uk 
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Welding & 
Fabrication 
Engineers to the 
Vacuum Industry 


Unit D, Lecturers Close, 
Bridgemari Street, 
Bolton BL3 6BS 
Tel: 01204 384803 
Fax: 01204 365743 


James crosbie 
V associates ltd 

Consulting Civil and Structural Engineers 

The Foundation Experience in commercial and residential projects 
The Structure A qualified staff of civil and structural engineers 

The Service A comprehensive team using the latest hi-tech facilities 

37 Chorley New Road, Bolton, BL1 4QR 
Telephone 01204 384585 Facsimile 01204 363358 
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Paul Fletcher 
Chief Executive 
Reebok Stadium 


T he design brief given to the architects was to ensure the Stadium was 
not only a football and leisure facility, but also a Rock Concert Venue. 
Although the concept of staging a Rock Concert at a football Stadium 
appears straightforward, in practice it is far more complex. Most of 
the 91 league club football grounds are designed to get spectators 
in, and out, of seats. With Rock Concerts, the emphasis focuses on 
the need to get up to 20,000 spectators, safely, on and off the pitch. 
As with football in the 1990’s, Rock Events put spectator safety as the 
number one criteria. A licence must be obtained from the Local 
Authority who will normally use as reference The Guide to Health, 
Safety and Welfare at Pop Concerts (often referred to as The Purple 
Guide) for guidance. 

This excellent document covers every aspect of the event including Event 
Management; Crowd Movement and Safety; Legal Duties; Seating 
Arrangements; Pass out Systems; Barriers and Fences; Staging; 
Mixing Towers and Sound Monitoring; Pitch Covering; Lighting; 
Access and Egress; Medical Provision; Facilities for People with 
Disabilities; The ‘Pit’; Pyrotechnics; Parking; Signage; plus a 
multitude of similar considerations. 

For football clubs staging Rock events, the ‘crowd’ profile provides a 
complete contrast to a normal football match. 



There are some obvious differences. For example, a Rock concert crowd 
are all attending the event to see the artist, so in effect there are no 
opposing sections in the crowd, which removes the need for 
segregation. 

The ‘event day 1 is also far longer than the 2-3 hour football visit. In fact, 
many rock fans will arrive at the venue between 10 am - midday in 
the hope of getting a position in close proximity to the stage. For 
most spectators attending the event, their ‘event day’ is around 7 
hours, therefore food, drink and toilet provisions obviously need 
careful planning. Especially where the profile of the Artist will attract 
a large female attendance and the need for 60% female toilets: 40% 
male toilets are required, in stark contrast to a normal football crowd 
which can sometimes be 6:1 male dominated. 

An outdoor Sports Stadium event must not be confused with the indoor 
Arena event. It has been suggested in local press that the Reebok will 
be in direct competition with the Manchester Nynex Arena. Nothing 
could be farther from the truth. Where an indoor arena can stage 
events twelve months of the year because of the covered roof, a 
sports stadium is limited to the 3 months of June, July and August due 
to weather and football matches. On the positive side, where an 
arena can normally fit in around 12,000 to 15,000 spectators, a sports 
stadium can provide around 40,000. 

Although the planning of an event such as a rock concert can take many 
months, the event itself takes around 5 days with the main areas 
being the erection of the stage and lighting plus the coverage of the 
pitch. There are various pitch covers to consider ranging from Teraplas 
to Tlldernet to Portafloor. Often a combination of these floor covers 
provides the best result. 


The effects of a Rock Event on the local community also needs careful 
consideration. A particular problem (often unfounded) is the ‘noise’ 
such an event creates. Many local inhabitants can be fearful that the 
sound generated by a Rock band will be heard within their homes, 
late into the evening. To safeguard local residents there are strict 
guidelines covered by Environmental Health which requires the 
promoter to employ independent sound monitoring specialists to: 
(a) check decibel levels at regular intervals during both the sound 
tests and the event itself, (b) react to any telephone complaints 
which arise. 

Overall, the local community experience far more benefits from such an 
event than problems. On the event day ‘Business is Booming’. As 
people travel in from all over the country, all hotels are full; 
restaurants booked up; garages, pubs and sweet shops report 
highest turnover figures. The secondary spend becomes a real boost 
to the local economy. 

For the Town itself, becoming a Rock Concert Venue, brings both National 
and International acclaim. At the Reebok Stadium we are confident 
that it will not be long before Bolton stands alongside similar venues 
such as San Francisco, Rome, Paris, Sydney and Las Vegas. 
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If YOU are considering installing a conservatory onto your home or replacing your old windows or 
doors, then look no further than HARRISON’S - (The Window and Conservatory Co) of Bolton. 

Having spent more than 14 years in the industry and 
sold over 3.5 million pounds worth of products in that 
time, Richard feels he understands what customers 
are looking for - he explains: 

“It’s simple really - a good job at the right price, together 
with the customer being confident in you and in the 
knowledge that you are accessible. Keeping our 
overheads to a minimum and surrounding ourselves 
with first class tradesmen and suppliers - makes it all 
quite easy”. 

Every conceivable design of windows, doors, 
conservatories and porches are offered either in Brown 
Woodgrain or White uPVC, Aluminium and Hardwood. 
Conservatory designs include: Victorian, Edwardian, 
Georgian, Sun-lounges or a combination of these 
conservatories. Harrison’s have installed conser¬ 
vatories at the back, sides of houses and even on top of 
extensions. Two recent conservatories have a Jacuzzi 
installed in them including John McGinlay’s house. 

When you speak to any of Harrison’s customers, they 
will tell you of the help and advice offered when initial 
contact was made to the Company and how pleasantly 
surprised they were when they received their quotation 
in comparison to others. They will also express total 
satisfaction of the various tradesmen involved with their 
installation of Harrison’s product. Some of their work is 
highlighted on the Harrison’s Promotional video, which 
is available on request, which details the background 
of the Company and shows all the products available 
including Finance facilities. 




"Lee and I are very' pleased with the 
conservatory and Jacuzzi that 
Harrison s supplied to us and we 
would be happy to recommend them 
to anyone ” - John McGinlay 
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IIOTKI.A RESTAURANT - 

N . B O l T O N 


- Egerton / louse / Iotel and Restaurant - 

is a delight of tranquillity, nestling in acres of garden grounds close to the Lancashire moors. 

It retains all the character and ambience of a bygone era with its tog fired lounges and a warm welcome. 

Relax orera candlelit dinner in the hotel's restaurant where it justifies its coveted A\ red rosette with inventive menus 
using local. Jresh produce and offers a wine list with choices from around the globe. 

The hotel's 3 main conference suites provide the perfect location for everything from a board meeting to a wedding. 
Indeed the hotel is licensed to carryout civil weddings in the main house and the magnificent baronial hall with its 
minstrels gallery oak pcmelling and beamed ceilings - a perfect romantic location. 

I se of the hotel's gardens make a beautiful Ixickdropforyour ever important i redding photographs. 

The newly ' refurbished bedrooms offer you a wonderful welcome anil chance to relax ify <m are on business or pleasure 

- More like a home than a hotel. - 

Egerton / louse I Iotel, Blackburn Bond. Egerton. Bolton. Lancashire BLZ9PL 
telephone: 01204 307171 Facsimile: 01204 593030 

M a c (I o ii a I d Hotels 

- discover the difference - 





































































Peter Myers 
Director Touchline TV 



Wanderers TV 


- Touchline TV 


*The end of an era ' video proved a great 
success amongst fans, showing footage 
that had never been seen before. 


T ouchline Television first joined forces with Bolton Wanderers during 
the 95/96 season. Initially the service consisted of providing match 
videos for sale in the Club Shop. These videos were filmed from the 
gantry at Burnden Park using a single camera. Commentary was 
added and the video was produced with opening titles before 
being duplicated and supplied to the Club Shop. Alongside these 
match videos Touchline TV also produced compilation videos again 
for sale exclusively through the Club Shop. These compilation 
videos contained highlights of the season so far and included 
information from behind-the-scenes, such as interviews with the 
players and playing staff. This service continued until halfway 
through the Championship season of 96/97. It became clear that 
Bolton were on the verge of an historic season and therefore the 
video services were upgraded to match the performances on the 
pitch. All matches were filmed with 2 cameras both on the gantry, 
the pictures were mixed live and transmitted to the few TV’s 
throughout Burnden Park. 


The number of compilation videos also increased as Bolton swept 
aside team after team. The Championship season was 
comprehensively covered by 4 compilation volumes, a total of 5 
videos. Bolton and Touchline TV produced a box set of all the 
compilations at the end of season as a collectors item covering the 
complete record breaking season. Two of the best selling match 
videos from that season were the wins against Spurs and Wolves 
both of which sold hundreds of copies. 

During early 1996 Touchline TV was commissioned by Bolton to produce 
an historical documentary of the 102 years at Burnden. The result 
was a 90 minute programme entitled ‘End of an Era - The Final 
Whistle’. The programme was hosted by Ken Wolstenholme MBE, a 
lifelong fan of Bolton Wanderers. As Ken is followed on his last tour 
of the ground we relive moments for the previous 102 years, 
including an interview with a man who was born in the same year 
as Burnden Park was opened. This much acclaimed video was 
complimented by an in-depth programme covering the final match 
against Charlton and includes the fans feelings as they watch Bolton 
play at Burnden for the last time. Both videos were supplied as a 
set and provide a lasting reminder of Burnden Park. 

With Boltons move to the stunning new Reebok Stadium, once again 
the facilities provided by Touchline TV were improved to match the 
state of art stadium. Touchline TV created a digital control room 
within the stadium. This room is the heart of the match-day 
entertainment. Starting approximately iV 2 hours before kick-off the 
Wanderers TV station goes ‘on-air’. A TV magazine programme is 
then broadcast to 150+ TV’s throughout the stadium. This 
programme is produced 12 hours before kick-off to ensure it 
includes ALL the up-to-date news from behind-the-scenes. The 
programme includes interviews with the manager and players and 
includes highlights from previous games, both home and away. 
Approximately 1/2 an hour before kick-off the large screen within 
the stadium is also used to show the magazine programme. The 
technology supporting the large screen is incredible. Four powerful 
computers are used exclusively to control the screen, providing 
instant replays and team information. As kick-off approaches, the 
five permanent cameras which film the match come to life. 


The match is filmed from 2 cameras on the gantry (one of the 
highest in the league) 1 at the side of the dug-out, 1 at high level 
behind the south goal and one at pitch level behind the North goal. 
Each cameraman is in communication with the match Director in 
the control room. 

The Director instructs each cameraman what to film and views their 
pictures on an array of monitors. The 2 cameras behind the goals 
are used exclusively for replays to provide different angles on the 
action as the match is filmed, the pictures are mixed live and 
commentary is added live. The commentator also has a monitor so 
he can comment on the replays. The match is broadcast to all the 
stadium TV’s and interesting replays are shown on the large screen. 
These replays can only be shown when the ball is out of play. Two 
master videos are produced during the match, one is sent to BBC 
and BskyB and the other is used to produce match videos for sale 
in the Club Shops. 

The Wandefers TV station is one of the most advanced in the league 
and places Bolton in an ideal position to take advantage of future 
developments in the area of football TV coverage. 

Sponsorship and advertising opportunities are available on both 
Wanderers TV and the large Videoscreen to companies wishing to 
take advantage of these powerful promotional mediums. 



Photo: Ian Lawson 

Instant replays are shown on the large 7m x 5m video screen. 
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RKB 


TOOLMAKER AND 
PRECISION ENGINEER 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
INJECTION MOULD TOOLING 


lb, BOSCOW ROAD, LITTLE LEVER 
BOLTON, LANCASHIRE B L 3 1 TJ 
TEL/FAX 01204 861716 

MOBILE 0860 237624 



MANUFACTURERS OF 
INJECTION MOULD TOOLING 


J. SMETHURST 
&SON 

(BOLTON) LTD 

Quality service for sheetmetal work & 
fabrications 

“If it can be formed in 
metal we can do it” 

General sheetmetal work/fabrications 

Full design & installation of 
Ductwork/ventilation systems 

Vehicle security locks fitted 

Machinery guards 

Vehicle cash boxes 

• 

Window grilles 
Safe boxes 

J SMETHURST & SON (BOLTON) LTD 
Tel: 01204 527630 Fax: 01204 382279 
Unit H Kershaw Mills, Baldwin St (off Derby St) 
Bolton BL3 5DA 

Established 1919 - 

over 75 years service in sheet metal 


Premier tfk. 
Design & 
Manufacture 





City & Guilds Of London Institute 
Advanced Craft Certificates In 
Carpentry & Joinery 



Spindle ste freest 
with continuous hendnll 


" 0% not liat/c ijoait own piece, designed 
& citajted in a cfcoice oj beauii|uf taadu/oods ?" 



lVS me unit 


© BOLTON 01204 380312 © 
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Tours at the Reebok 



Tom Hall 

Visitor Centre Manager 
BWFC 


The Visitor Centre 

F rom the day the Visitors Centre opened in December 1996 fans have 
flocked to the Reebok. Unfortunately, it wasn’t possible during the 
construction period to let anyone into the building area for safety 
reasons but now that the Stadium is completed and fully 
operational many individuals and organisations are keen to look 
around the new Stadium. 

The dressing rooms and run-out tunnels are always particular 
favourites. New facilities for the 1990’s often raise an eyebrow such 
as ‘kick about areas built within the dressing rooms’, ‘female 
officials changing room’, drugs testing room’. 

Tours are available most days except matchdays. Minimum numbers in 
a party are 10 people, maximum 50. Individuals or smaller groups 
can join other parties to make up numbers providing the time the 
tour has been booked by the larger party is convenient to them. 
Stadium tours start from the Club Shop. During 1998 it is hoped to 
complete the new Visitor Centre, which will become the focal point 
and home for the Stadium tours. 

If you wish to book a tour of the Stadium please contact the Club Shop 
(Tel: 01204 673650). 



The Football Trust 

One point of interest whilst on the tour of the Stadium is the brass 
plaque acknowledging the involvement of the Football Trust. The 
Football Trust has been providing support for the game at every 
level throughout the UK for over 23 years, and since 1988 has been 
helping clubs implement the recommendations of the Taylor 
Report. The governments commitment to the Football Trust has the 
support of everyone who cares about the National game. The Trust 
hand out around £40 million each year to help football clubs re¬ 
develop their existing ground or relocate to a new site. A grant of 
over £3 million from the Football Trust became a vital ingredient to 
ensure the Reebok Stadiums achievability. 

The photograph shows Chairman, Gordon Flargreaves with Labour M.P. 
and Bolton Wanderers fan Ann Taylor leader of the House 
of Commonsand Deputy Chairman of the Football Trust, 
Richard Faulkner. 




The Official Opening Ceremony 

Another point of interest is the brass plaque in main reception. The 
Reebok Stadium officially opened on 10th January 1998 by the 
Deputy Prime Minister, the Right Honourable John Prescott, prior to 
the Premier League game against Southampton. Mr Prescott was 
welcomed to the Stadium by Wanderers’ President, Nat Lofthouse 
OBE, Club Chairman Gordon Hargreaves and Chief Executive Des 
McBain before being invited to unveil a commemorative plaque in 
the ground floor reception area. 

He then joined invited guests and civic dignitaries in the Chairman’s 
Suite for lunch where he responded to a vote of thanks proposed 
by Club Director Graham Ball. 

Immediately before kick off, Mr Prescott acknowledged the reception 
from 23,333 fans as he was introduced to both teams and the 
match officials. 

The picture above shows the welcoming party applauding Mr Prescott 
following the official unveiling. 
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DEAKINS 

PACKAGING COMPANY 




For all types of packaging requirements 
Bubble wrap, Jiffy postal bags, Pallet wrap, Grip-Seal polythene bags, 
Refuse sacks, Pelaspan loose fill, Corrugated rolls, 
Polythene bags, Tapes, Printed labels 
For personal attention & prompt delivery call us on 

Tel 01 204 595359 

Fax 01 204 595350 


Free 

Delivery 



Deakins Ind Est 
Egerton, Bolton 
BL79RP 




Friendly 

Service 



QUALITY PRODUCTS 


Established 1856 



Wishing Bolton Wanderers continued success in their magnificent new stadium 

From 

Bolton's other great team 

James Lever & Sons Ltd 


Rope, twine, string, clothes line and general cordage 
manufacturers in Bolton since 1856. 



Orient Mill. Brandwood St, Bolton, BL3 4BH 
Tel: 01204 61121 Fax: 01204 658154 
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INITIAL KITCHENS 

-Fine Kitchen Furniture- 


Stockists of Royal Doulton 

We also offer a further choice of60 other ranges to choose from. 

Gound Floor, Nortex Mill, 105 Chorley Old Road, Bolton, Lancashire. BL1 3AG 
FREEPHONE: 0500 245555 Tel: 01204 841079 
Mon-Fri 9.30am - 6.00pm. Weekends: Sat 9.30am - 4.00pm 


Royal Doulton is a trade mark used under licence by Omega pic 









































IN A FIASH 

BOLTON WINDSCREENS 

Ei z i n: Mi? i nci riWt«]: pavt i n i ill 

RAPID MOBILE FITTING ANYWHERE WITHIN 1 HOUR 
ALARMS FITTED & REPAIRED • DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING 

ENS • SUNROOFS • SIDE WINDOWS • BONDED SCREENS 
) REAR WINDOWS • DE-ETCHING SERVICE 
IUUM REMOVAL OF BROKEN GLASS 


CALL THE EXPERTS NOW 


BOLTON 


BURY 


PHONE: 01204 528353 OR MOBILE: 0850 666782 


WIGAN 


LEIGH 


Building Design Services (Boiton) 


Architecture and Interiors 

Planning and Building Regulation Applications. 
Domestic, Industrial, Commercial & Licensed Premises 



Contact: Jeff Cowan. MBIAT 

661 BURY ROAD. BREIGHTMET. BOLTON. LANCS, BL2 6HR 
TEL: 01204 383793 FAX: 01204 394347 


What will work when you’ve spent £’s on Hardware and Software 

and still haven't got that Business Advantage ? 





For help in Planning, Implementation and 
Regular review of your Computer Systems 
and get the most from your IT Investment 

Call Niven Menezes Bsc. Dip.Mgmt 

Tel: (01204) 668667 Fax: (01204) 696710 email: info@aceworks.com 

ALSO ASK ABOUT.. 

The INTERNET Quicker, Cheaper, More efficient way to contact Customers and suppliers 
Year 2000 - Make sure your systems remain productive well into the next millenium 

Computer - Telephone Integration (CTI) - Automate the Selling Process 


Special Offers (Business and Personal) at http://www.aceworkS.com 



Roland Nelson & Son Upholsterers 

Tel: 01204 521504 

Est 1920 

The oldest firm of upholsterers in Bolton 
Proud to have upholstered The Executive Lounge 
at the Reebok Stadium 
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Made with natural and recycled materials and available 
as individual Retail Packs or commercial Bulk 
Rolls this liner has the most natural green mossy 
appearance. So flexible, it will line any size or shape 
without the need for extra materials. Easy to plant 
through, its integral polythene backing will retain more 
moisture than most other liners. Specified by major 
local authorities in preference to natural moss and 
used by many of the ‘Britain in Bloom’ winners. 


Supamoss (UK) Ltd 


14 St Paul’s Place, Halliwell, Bolton BL1 8BR. 
Tel: 01204494221 Fax: 01204 844150 


Tainting & ‘Decorating Contractors 


Unit 1,116B ‘Darwen “Road 
Bromley Cross, BOLTOH, BL79BCI 
Telephone (01204) 597999/597888 
Mobile: 0585251634 


The flexible Moss Substitute 


‘Rgith O&Ue 


“Congratulations to 
‘Bofton ‘Wanderers footballCfuB 
andafftfie Best for the future in 
your marvellous new stadium" 


Lancashire 
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In a league of our own 


EEF Lancashire 

Wynster House 
58 Chorley New Road 
Bolton BL1 4AP 

Call us now on 

01204 534315 
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Bolton Wanderers Football Club 
Honours 

FA Cup Winners 1923,1926,1929,1958 
FA Cup Runners Up 1894,1904,1953 
League Cup Runners Up 1995 
Division One Champions 1997 
Division Two Champions 1909,1978 
Division Three Champions 1973 
Sherpa Van Trophy Winners 1989 
Freight Rover Trophy Runners Up 1986 
FA Charity Shield Winners 1958 

Lancashire Cup Winners 1886,1891,1912,1922,1925,1927,1932, 

1934,1948,1988,1990 

Central League Champions 1955,1995 

Record Appearances 

Eddie Hopkinson, 578 (1956-69) 

Record Goalscorer 

Nat Lofthouse, 285 (1945-1960) 

Record Goals in a Season 

Joe Smith, 38 (1920-21) 

Record Goals in a Match 

Jim Cassidy, 5 (13-0) v Sheffield United, FA Cup 1/2/1890 
Tony Caldwell, 5 (8-1) v Walsall, Division Three 10/9/1983 

Record Home Win 

13-0 Sheffield United, (FA Cup 2nd Round) 1/2/1890 

Record Away Win 

7-1 v Aston Villa, (Division One) 6/12/1914 

Best League Performance 

3rd Division One 1892,1921,1925 

Most Capped Player 

Nat Lofthouse, England (33) 

Record Fee Paid 

£3.5 million Dean Holdsworth from Wimbledon, October 1997 

Record Attendance 

69,912 v Manchester City, (FA Cup 5th Round) 18/2/1933 

Record Receipts 

(Bumden Park), £202,031 v Tottenham, (Coca Cola Cup) 27/11/1996 


Professional Team 

Client: Bolton Wanderers Football Club 
Bankers: Co-operative Bank, Specialised Finance 
Financial Advisers: Solomon Hare, Corporate Finance 
Architects: LOBB Sports Architecture, London 
Main Contractor: Birse Construction Company Limited 
Steelwork: Watson Steel Limited, Bolton 
Structural Engineers: Deakin Callard & Partners 
M & E Design: W.E. Hannan & Associates 
Fire Strategy: Warrington Fire Research Institute 
Civil Engineering: Alfred McAlpine C.E. 

Mechanical: Ellesmere Engineering 
Precast Concrete: Bison Concrete 
Roofing: Hathaway Roofing 
Electrical: Piggott and Whitfield 
Pitch Design: J. Mallinson, Ormskirk 
Internal Glazing: S. G. Aluminium 
Seats: Metalliform 

Roadworks and Car Parks: Alfred McAlpine Building North 
PA/C.CJ.V: Romers 

Bolton Wanderers Football Club 
Project Team 

Gordon Hargreaves: Chairman, Bolton Wanderers F.C. 
Graham Ball: Project Director, Bolton Wanderers F.C. 

Des McBain: Chief Executive, Bolton Wanderers F.C. 

Paul Fletcher: Chief Executive, Reebok Stadium 

Jan Kozlowski: Project Manager 

O’Neil and Partners: Quantity Surveyors 

Phil Hampson: Resident Engineer 

Nigel Ball: Marketing Manager 

Richard Norton: Groundsman 

Tom Hall: Visitor Centre Manager 

Chris Tofalos: Bolton Wanderers F.C. Photographer 

John Walsh OBE: Transport Consultant 

Andrew Hobson: Design Consultant 


Bolton Wanderers Football Club 

President - Nat Lofthouse O.B.E. 

Chairman - G. Hargreaves 

Directors - G. Ball, G. Seymour, G. Warburton, W.B. Warburton 
P.A. Gartside, B. Scowcroft 

Vice Presidents - G.E. Ashworth, T. Edge, J. Lightbown, H.D. Warburton 
Honorary Vice Presidents - D. Singleton, F. Smith JP 
Manager - Colin Todd 

Chief Executive/Secretary Football: Des McBain 
Chief Executive - Reebok Stadium: Paul Fletcher 
Club Accountant & Historian - Simon Marland 

Commercial Manager, Terry Holland: 01204 673777 

Match Sponsorships, Perimeter and Programme Advertising 

Lottery Goldline Manager, Andrew Dean: 01204673722 

Marketing Manager, Nigel Bail: 01204 673750 
Membership Enquiries, Corporate Matchday Tables, 

Hospitality Box Enquiries, Exhibition Centre Enquiries 

Reebok Shop Enquiries 

Chris Ball, Shop Manager: 01204 673650 

All Media Information 

Alan Fullelove, Public Relations: 01204 673673 

All Ticket Enquiries: 01204673610 

Graham Holliday, Ticket Office Manager 

Conference and Banqueting 

Gary Atkinson, General Manager, Ring and Brymer 

All Conference, Banqueting, Seminars, Weddings, Functions etc: 

01204 673720 

General Enquiries 

Bolton Wanderers Football Club: 01204 673673 

General Enquiries 

Reebok Stadium: 01204 673750 
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